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MEETING NOTICE
Third Wednesday

November 20, 2019
7:30-10:00 PM
Thomas Edison
High School
5801 Franconia Road
Alexandria, VA
Room E-112

PAINTER’S CLUB
Every Third Saturday

Nov. 16, Saturday
12:00-4:00 PM
Small Conf Room
Mason District Gov. Center/
Police Station
6507 Colombia Pike
Annandale, VA 22003
Fairfax County.Gov

EDITOR’S CORNER
From the NCMSS Adjutant
Greetings to our friends
and members from Washington Nationals Country! Yes,
another late newsletter, but
as D.C. learned this week,
some things are worth waiting
for!
This issue has some
great content, including some
photos from the Chicago
Show that Darci and I had the
good fortune to attend. We
will also be attending the
Long Island Show this November 15-16. The NCMSS will be
sponsoring the Battle of the
Bulge Commemoration Award
at the show. Our partnership
with the Long Island club continues, as they had sponsored
a very nice D-Day Award for
our own show. We hope a
number of you can attend, I
know that Commander Burt
plans on being there. No
doubt it will be another great
show in Freeport, N.Y.!
I would also like to mention that per our club’s bylaws, Article 4:
“An election will be held
during the November meeting
of each year to elect the Commanding Officer (C.O.) for the
next calendar year… Nominations from the floor may be
made at the September/October NCMSS Club
meeting. All other proposed
nominations may be sent via
telephone or email to any
NCMSS Staff Officer prior to
the November election for
inclusion on the ballot.
NCMSS members in good
standing and physically present at the November meeting will be eligible to vote.”
It should be noted that
our illustrious current Commander Burt Thompson is

eligible to continue in his current capacity barring any other volunteers.

cess depends on your contributions! And of course, as
Burt likes to say, PAINT ON!

Please remember our
club meetings have been
moved up a week in November and December in order to
not conflict with the holidays,
November 20 and December
18.
Finally, my usual request
to everyone to provide your
ideas, contributions, articles
and presentations for inclusion in the Dispatch and for
our meetings. This is your
club and our continued suc-

David Hoffman
NCMSS Adjutant
<bpchasseur@comcast.net >
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CLUB NEWS
MEETING MINUTES

There was feedback on lighting issues where some parts
of the exhibit area were not
as well lit as others and some
possible solutions. Some additional suggestions were
made regarding pre-show
publicity. Questions came up
regarding food availability and
having a hospitality suite for
next year’s show.

25 September 2019
Networking & Setup
[18:45-19:38]

September
MOTM
“Mug-of-the-Month”

Cavalry Corporal
by Jenny Young

Call to Order, Old / New Business
[19:30-1950]
Burt Thompson began the
meeting. Thanked membership for contributing to putting
on a great show, including
Darci’s efforts to making it
happen.
New business: Jim Prat
brought up the subject of
having club t-shirts, polos and
that Mike Fleckenstein had
done the same for the NOVA
Modelers group. The consensus was that the club would
look at the options.
(Subsequently Mike F. contacted the club leadership
with a proposal, to be discussed at October meeting).

The need for establishing a
corps of volunteers with roles
established was also mentioned. Cmdr. Burt challenged the club to provide
their input alongside suggestions and send them to Darci
or me. As reported in the
show report in last issue, attendance was up, the number
of exhibits were on par with
recent shows, the vendors
came away very happy, and
most importantly, everyone
had a great time!

Parade Ground
[19:50-20:10]
Participants included Greg
Paspatis, Jenny Young, Jim
Richey, and Norb Lustine.
(Note: Norb’s parade ground
entry was featured as a tip-ofthe-month in last month’s
Dispatch.)

Darci Hoffman gave a report
of current club finances and
show revenues, including in
relation to recent years. The
important part is that the club
came away in the black with
enough money to put on the
show again next year, tentative date September 26.

Show Review/Discussion
[20:10-20:30]
Members discussed some of
the highlights and challenges
of the show in September.

Darci will reserve the date
with the hotel. More details to
follow. Darci warned that expenses may be higher, however.

Quarterly Swap
Meet
Held during meetings

Feb
May
Aug
***Nov***
Bring items to sell,
swap or give away!
2

Monthly Presentation
[20:15-21:00]
David gave a slide presentation on highlights from the
September NCMSS Washington Show.
Conclusion
[21:15]
After some informal conversation the meeting adjourned.
Attendees
Jim Pratt, Jim Richey, Scotte
Turner, Norb Lustine, Bob
Prokop, Greg Paspatis, Jim
Pratt, Burt Thompson, Jenny
Young, Warren Yaun, Darla
Yaun, Tom Jett, Robert Huettner, David Hoffman, Darci
Hoffman
Submitted by David Hoffman,
NCMSS Adjutant
<bpchasseur@comcast.net >
240 912-6499
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EVENTS

AND

Just Like Me: Vietnam
War Stories from All
Sides

The National Capital
Model Soldier Society
Member benefits include:








Friendly monthly meetings where we
share our knowledge of history,
painting, and modeling
Monthly guest speakers
Painter’s Club—A monthly opportunity
to get together with other painters to
share tips and techniques
Monthly Dispatch newsletter
The NCMSS Washington Show
Affordable dues

What are you waiting for?

P L AC E S

mies. By interweaving American and Vietnamese perspectives, the program promotes
cross-cultural connection,
empathy, and compassion.
(2018; 60 mins.)
Following the screening,
filmmaker Osgood will be
joined by historian Marc Leepson to discuss the film and
answer audience questions.
All public programs at the
National Archives are free.
Reservations are recommended; seating is on a first-come,
first-served basis. The doors
to the building will open 45
minutes prior to the start of
the program – please arrive
no later than 15 minutes prior
to the start of the program.
Your seat may become available to any waitlisted guests at
that time.

William G. McGowan Theater
National Archives
701 Constitution Ave NW,
Washington, DC 20002
Thursday, November 7, 2019
- 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
In the film Just Like Me:
Vietnam War Stories from All
Sides, journey from present
to past and back again with
Vietnam veteran Ron Osgood in his quest to recover
fragmented and buried stories from all sides of the Vietnam War. The stories from
veterans and noncombatants
look at the ways in which war
becomes inscribed into the
life histories of ordinary individuals and the attempt to
humanize our former ene-

Welcome to the club!
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D-Day: Normandy 1944
National Museum of the
Marine Corps, Medal of Honor
Theater
18900 Jefferson Davis Hwy,
Triangle, VA 22172
November 11 through 16
daily at 3:00 pm, $6.00/per
June 6, 1944: The largest Allied operation of World
War II began in Normandy,
France. Yet, few know in detail exactly why and how, from
the end of 1943 through August 1944, this region became the most important
location in the world. Blending
multiple cinematographic
techniques, including animation, CGI and stunning liveaction images, D-Day: Normandy 1944 brings this monumental event to the world's
largest screens for the first
time ever. Audiences of all
ages, including new generations, will discover from a new
perspective how this landing
changed the world. Exploring
history, military strategy, science, technology and human
values, the film will educate
and appeal to all. Narrated by
Tom Brokaw, D-Day: Normandy 1944 pays tribute to those
who gave their lives for our
freedom...A duty of memory, a
duty of gratitude.
Recommended for general audiences and has a run
time of 43 minutes. Playing in
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E V E N T S A N D P L AC E S
the National Museum of the
Marine Corps' Medal of Honor
Theater November 11
through November 16 at 3
pm. Tickets are $6 per person.

1917
In theatres December 2019
Sam Mendes, the Oscarwinning director of Skyfall,
Spectre, and American Beauty, brings his singular vision to
his World War I epic, 1917.
At the height of the First
World War, two young British
soldiers, Schofield (Captain
Fantastic’s George MacKay)
and Blake (Game of Thrones’
Dean-Charles Chapman) are

(CONT…)

given a seemingly impossible
mission. In a race against
time, they must cross enemy
territory and deliver a message that will stop a deadly
attack on hundreds of soldiers—Blake’s own brother
among them.
The film is produced by
Neal Street Productions for
DreamWorks Pictures in association with New Republic
Pictures. Universal Pictures
will release the film domestically in limited release on
December 25, 2019 and wide
release on January 10, 2020.
Click HERE to watch the official movie trailer.

H O B B Y C A L E N DA R 2 01 9 / 20 2 0
NOV

 Nov 15-16 — LIMCS Long Island Miniature Collectors Society, Freeport, NY

DEC

 Dec 18 — NCMSS Holiday party. Bring your latest project and a dish to share!

FEB
2020

 Feb 8 — JAXCON 2020 IPMS First Coast, Jacksonville, FL
 Feb 21-23 — Atlanta Military Figure Society 2020 Show, Marietta, GA
 Feb 29 — Scrum Con, Silver Spring, MD
 Feb 29 — Old Dominion Open Model Show & Contest, Richmond, VA

MAR
2020

 Mar 21 — AtlantaCon 2020 IPMS Atlanta & IPMS Marietta, Marietta, VA

APR
2020

 Apr 18-19 — MFCA 79th Annual Show and Mart, Philadelphia, PA

If you know of any upcoming events that you would like people to know about, please contact Adjutant David Hoffman
at bpchasseur@comcast.net and we’ll add the date to our calendar.
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PARADE GROUND
September “Mug-of-the-Month”
WINNER

September 2019
Parade Ground Participants
Jenny Young, Greg Paspatis,
Jim Richey, Norb Lustine*
Photos by Jim Richey

“Confederate Cavalry Corporal”
by Jenny Young

*note: Norb’s parade ground entry was featured as a tip-of-themonth in last month’s Dispatch.

JENNY YOUNG

Jenny brought in a “demironde”, not quite a flat figure but a
“half round” figure. This particular
piece of a confederate cavalry corporal she purchased from Mike
Stelzel and the Artist Preservation
Group. She described how she
was influenced by Penny Meyer’s
greyscale technique of shadows
and highlights using layering and
overlaying washes. She also used
Andrea flesh tone paints for the
face. Jenny told the story of how
she obtained a free “Spur Box” at
work when the spurs were apparently missing and obtained the vey
nice box for presenting the figure.
Perfect staging for a nice piece!
Beautifully executed, it was voted
“Mug of the Month” by the meeting
attendees.

5
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PARADE GROUND
G R E G P A S PA T I S

As September 1, 1939 was
the date of the German invasion
of Poland in WWII, Greg had
Tamiya figure in 1/35 scale of a
German Panzergrenadier from
the period. Painted in enamels,
Greg mentioned it was gift from
member Jim Evans. Great pose
of a charging figure and the
greenish-grey “feldgrau” uniform
color is very well depicted!

JIM RICHEY

Jim displayed a bust that he
bought at our show earlier in the
month of a French Marine in
200mm from the Napoleonic period (1803-1804) made by El Greco.
Finished in Jim’s usual fine style
using acrylics, it is a great depiction of a not usually seen subject.
Look at the great execution of the
tricolor cockade on his hat, very
nicely done along with the flesh
tones, brass buttons, shirt and
jacket. The base is from some
scrap wood that he got from his
uncle.
Jim mentioned that he got a
1/32 B-24 in a raffle recently,
can’t wait to see him cart that one
in!
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Notables...

WORTHY READS
FROM THE HOFFMAN FAMILY LIBRARY

Valiant Ambition

Art and History
Through Miniature Figures:
A Modeling Autobiography
Written by Doug Cohen
available from

Artist
Preservation Group

According to the New
York Times Book Review,
“Arnold’s betrayal still makes
for great drama, proving once
again that the supposed villains of a story are usually the
most interesting.”
The Washington Post
Book Review said of the author, “In less skillful hands,
the war’s narrative could have
been an exhausting account
of battle after battle, producing little more than a scorecard of wins and losses for

George Washington, Benedict
Arnold and the Fate of the
American Revolution
By Nathaniel Philbrick, Illustrated, 427pps, Viking, New
York, NY, 2016
“In the summer of 1776,
Washington’s army… faced
one of the largest invading
forces ever assembled by the
British Empire. After suffering
a series of devastating defeats, Washington’s vulnerable and dejected troops were
forced to evacuate the southern tip of Manhattan Island.
Three weeks later, however,
near the Canadian border,
one of his favorite and most
talented generals accomplished a tactical miracle by
stalling the British advance in
a viciously fought naval battle
on Lake Champlain. An American defeat would have effectively ended the war, and it
was Benedict Arnold who
saved his young country from
ruin.” (description from the
book’s dust jacket)

...proving once again that
the supposed villains of a
story are usually
the most interesting...
the American Army. But Philbrick wants his readers to
experience the terror, the
suffering and the adrenaline
rush of battle, and he wants
us to grit our teeth at our early politicians who, by their

and orators who gathered in a
stately hall in Philadelphia to
debate whether to declare
independence. But Philbrick’s
focus is on Boston, where that
decision was sealed a year
earlier by passionate rebels
and trigger-happy rabblerousers. The city — “known for
its love of liberty, its piety, and
its prostitutes” — is the book’s
main protagonist.”
The book begins with the
Boston Tea Party and it’s aftermath. Isaacson states,
“From the outset, Philbrick
makes it clear that, unlike
many other popular historians
of the Revolution, he plans to
be even-handed rather than
merely to glorify the colonial
rebels.”
David Shribman of the
Boston Globe said of Philbrick’s book, “Everyone in
these precincts knows this
story, or apocryphal strains of
it: that the Battle of Bunker

“The Artist Preservation Group is a gathering of
like-minded historical artists whose mission is
to...aide in the preservation and restoration of
threatened historical sites and/or artifacts.”
For more information on how you can help,
make a donation, or become a member, visit
the Artist Preservation Group website.

Bunker Hill
A City, A Siege, A Revolution
By Nathaniel Philbrick, Illustrated, 398pps, Viking, New
York, NY, 2013
Walter Isaacson of the
Washington Post said in his
review of the book, “Histories
of America’s birth tend to
glorify the founding fathers,
those august statecrafters
7

pettiness and shortsightedness, shape military events as
profoundly as generals and
admirals do. Finally, he reveals the emotional and physical cost of war on colonial
society. He succeeds on all
fronts.”
According to the Goodreads website, Valiant Ambition gets an average 4.07
stars out of 5 (from 6,010
individual ratings) with 921
reviews. —Darci H.

Hill really was fought on
Breed’s Hill, that June 17
forevermore would be a red
date on local calendars, that
the heroic Joseph Warren
died in battle as a nation was
being born. Yet this is but the
skeleton of the story Nathaniel Philbrick tells in Bunker Hill, a masterpiece of
narrative and perspective by
an author who has helped us
look anew at the voyage of
the Mayflower and the passage of George Armstrong
Custer.”
Shribman goes on to say,
“This time [Philbrick] has produced a Boston book, about a
revolution that started in Boston and spread, about a battle that changed the city even
as it changed the country,
about men who came of age
in Boston and in turn prompted Boston to come of age.”
—Darci H.
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KIT INSPECTION
Review by Mike Thomas

Uncinarius Vigiles II
Manufacturer:
Order code:
Scale/Size:
Material:
Designer:

El Viejo Dragon
ROMA48
54mm
white metal & resin
J.R. Arredondo

This figure is a part of a much larger kit,
comprising two more figures, together with a
“lady of the night” and a small scenic base (a
street shrine & sidewalk). The figure I am
concerned with here can be purchased separately.
“Uncinarius Vigilis” (I hear you cry),
who they? This fine body of men was the Roman equivalent of a fire brigade and the city
police force. They were organized along military lines, being divided into cohorts, centuria
and contubernia (squads) and commanded
accordingly. As such, they were equipped with
suitable ‘tools of the trade’, which included a
cudgel, axe and sword.
Fire in ancient cities was an ever present
hazard because most buildings were made of
wood. The Great Fire (during the reign of the
Emperor Nero) was one such and this resulted in approximately one third of the city of
Rome being burned to the ground. Nero used
this as an excuse to build a huge palace,
called “Domus Aura” (The Golden House) on
the resulting cleared area. The remains of
this building can still be seen today, although
they are largely beneath the modern ground
level. When Vespasian became the next Emperor, he had the palace destroyed (at least

the above ground bits) and replaced with the
building that today is known as the “Flavian
Amphitheatre”, more commonly (and erroneously) as the “Colosseum” after a huge gilded
stature of Nero that once stood there.
This is a very simple figure and would
suit someone new to the hobby very well but
don’t let that put you off. For the most part it
is a single casting that looks remarkably like
an ordinary Roman soldier. He wears a helmet, basically of the Coolus type, and is
shown wearing a cuirass. However, this would
not have been made of metal (imagine
fighting a fire wearing such an item – you’d
cook, quite literally). No, the ‘armor’ would
have been made of leather. The helmet, of
course, would have been bronze to protect
the wearer against falling objects.
Why the sword and cudgel? Well, the rich
would have been living in houses made of
brick but the poor would have lived largely in
wooden tenement blocks of flats (called
“insulae”). The only means of quelling these
fires would be to demolish the whole building
– something that the people who lived there
would have objected to strongly, hence the
weapons.
The remainder of the kit is a small resin
casting of a section of sidewalk and curb. The
castings are perfectly adequate and, although
the figure is quite plain, it makes up into a
nice little piece, which moreover is an interesting and somewhat different subject for a
collection of Roman figures. Combined with
the other figures mentioned above, it would
make for a very eye-catching vignette.—MT
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The Indian Mutiny Medal
by Mike Thomas

were initially awarded, there was a different medal for each battle, but this quickly became unwieldy, so the idea of
clasps was introduced.

“Tatya Tope's soldiery” published by the Illustrated London News, 1858. Tope was one of the leaders of the mutiny in Central
India. The Indian Mutiny Medal with Central India clasp was awarded for service in Central India January - June 1858, to all
those who served under Major-General Sir Hugh Rose in actions against Jhansi, Kalpi, and Gwalior. Also awarded to those
who served with Major-General Roberts in the Rajputana Field Force and Major-General Whitlock of the Madras Column,
between January and June 1858.

To we Brits, the “Indian Mutiny”
marked a sea-change in our association
with the Indian sub-continent. Responsibility for the region moved from the Honourable East India Company (HEIC),
which was founded by Royal Charter
during the reign of the first Elisabeth, to
the Crown. To the present-day Indians,
however, it is regarded as the first of
their attempts to rid themselves of being
ruled from London. Who knows for sure?
When I was in school, it was certainly
regarded as a “mutiny” and there were
some horrendous acts performed by
both sides. It is also worth remembering
that only a fraction of the HEIC mutinied,
many remaining “true to their salt” and
were instrumental in putting down the
uprising (notably the Sikh & Gurkha regiments).
The reasons for the ‘mutiny’ were
probably many. When we covered this
period at school, we were told that it was
because a new type of bullet was
brought into service. The cartridges were
supposed to have been greased with a
mixture of pig and cow fat. To load the
rifle, the end of the cartridge had to be
bitten off. At one stroke this managed to
alienate both the Muslims and the Hindus in the Army. It probably wasn’t true,
but it may have served as the ‘blue touch
paper’ to ignite the uprising, there being
other real grievances
Whatever the rights and wrongs of
the situation, the British side never fully
trusted the Indians again. The British
Indian Army, at least until WW II, were
always equipped with weapons that were
inferior to those supplied to Indian units.
Artillery did not form a part of the Indian

regiments’ equipment until much later. It
went so far that one British regiment
stationed in India were nick-named “The
Ever Sworded”, because they even wore
their swords to church, having been
caught weaponless during the mutiny.
The medal that I am going to describe here was eventually awarded to
some 290,000 individuals. This seemingly impossible number (the British Indian Army sever reached this total until the
2nd World War) resulted from the medal
being awarded to anyone who was
caught up in the events and who were
under fire or bore arms – which included
people such as Indian civil servants and
members of the Indian Judiciary.
The medal was awarded in 1858
and is made of silver. The details are as
follows:
Obverse: depicts the head of a
young Queen Victoria and bears the inscription Victoria Regina.
Reverse: The reverse shows a helmeted Britannia holding a wreath in her
right hand and a union shield on her left
arm. She is standing in front of a lion.
The words "India 1857-1858" are inscribed on the reverse of the medal.
Ribbon: Three vertical stripes, white,
scarlet, white, scarlet, white, of equal
width. The colours were symbolic, the
white representing the death of innocent
women and children and the red the
colour of their blood.
Clasps: Five in all, Delhi, Defence of
Lucknow, Relief of Lucknow, Lucknow,
Central India.
A “clasp”, btw, was awarded for
each battle of campaign that the soldier
was present at. When campaign medals
9

The medal shown here is in my personal collection and was awarded to
Private Donald Day of the 3rd Battalion,
the Rifle Brigade. The illustration [below]
is not one of my efforts but was painted
by Bryan Fosten, a long-time friend of
mine. —M.T.
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Heroes & Villains Miniatures

War Stories

National Capital Area Chapter of the Eighth Air Force Historical Society
from the collection of Norb Lustine

An Early Air Force Friend in Europe:
Anne Brusselmans
At a 1989 meeting of the NCAC, 85th AF
Historical Society, we had the good fortune to
have Ms. Brusselmans as a guest speaker. At
the time of the meeting, she was 83 years old
and living in Florida. Ms. Brusselmans, a citizen of Belgium, served the “underground” in
Europe before the Invasion. Here is a brief
summary of her presentation and underground services provided by this remarkable
woman.

Anne Brusselmans with daughter Yvonne, c. 1940-1950

At the time of World War II, I was married
with two children, nine and five years of age.
It all started in 1940 after the Nazi occupation of Belgium. The Protestant clergyman of
my church, knowing I had an English mother,
and I, therefore, would be familiar with the
English language, asked if I would translate
into French the British Broadcasting Service
news bulletins from London. The translations
were distributed among safe friends. At this
time, the Belgian radio was controlled by the
occupying forces. It was forbidden to listen to
Allied programs and, if caught, the radio set
was confiscated and a six-month prison term
was the sentence.
Soon, it was known British soldiers were
stranded after Belgium surrendered and I
was asked to help in providing civilian clothes
and food coupons for them. At the time, there
were no escape lines functioning from Belgium.
By mid-1941, the clergyman and a member of the Church Council asked my parents if
they could take the RAF airmen who had
started raids over enemy occupied territories
until an escape line could be organized. In
1942, America joined in the fight and until
September 1944, when we were liberated,
my parents and I helped over 100 Allied airmen (British, Americans, Irish, Canadians,
New Zealanders, Australians, and Polish).
During this period, my mother sheltered some
10

of these men in our house, guided them
through the streets of Brussels, provided
civilian clothes and false identification papers, and, most important, screened them so
as to avoid having double agents infiltrate the
escape route now established from Brussels
via Paris, the Pyrenees Mountains and, finally
to Madrid and Gibraltar.
By April 1944, preparing for the invasion
in Normandy, the Allies bombed all railway
junctions so that it was almost impossible to
travel without running grave risks. It was,
therefore, decided by M19 in England, that
the men should either stay where they were
or go in camps. (Camps had been established
in heavily wooded forests in both Belgium and
France.) At the time we had 54 Allied airmen,
mostly Americans, hiding in different houses
in Belgium where they were kept until September 3rd, 1944 (date of the liberation of
Brussels). On that day, we handed the 54
men to the officers of the British Intelligence
service at the Metropole Hotel in Brussels.
They were then recorded and taken to Paris
by my father who handed them over to General Patton.
I was awarded:
 By the Belgian government: Knight of
the Order of Leopold II, Croix de
Guerre, Medal of Resistance, Medal of
Voluntary Combatant, Medal of Military
Information, Medal of Europe, and
Citation of Merit from the Federation
of Allied Forces in Europe.
 By the British: Order of the British Empire (MBE).
 By the Americans: Medal of Freedom
with silver palm.
 By the Polish: Medal of Resistance.
The Diary I kept during the War was published in 1954 by Benn Publishing Company
in London under the title Rendez-Vous 127
which was the street number of the building
we lived in.
I was the subject of a “This is Your Life”
program in England in 1957 and appeared on
the “I’ve Got a Secret” TV program with Gary
Moore in New York in 1958.
I am an Honorary Member of the Royal
Air Forces Escaping Society, both British and
Canadian branches. I am also an Honorary
Member of the Eighth Air Force Association,
an Honorary Member of the Air Force Escape
and Evasion Society and an Associate Member of the Order of Daedalions.
— © Copyright National Capital Area Chapter,
8th AF Historical Society, 1996
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The Comet Line
Anne Brusselmans (page 12) was part of
the Comet Line and friend to the organization’s founder Andrée “Dédée” de Jongh. The
Comet Line was a resistance organization in
Belgium and France during the German occupation in WWII. They helped Allied servicemen
evade capture by the Germans. Volunteers
provided the servicemen with fake IDs,
meals, and civilian clothing. Many hid them in
attics and cellars of their homes. A network of
people then escorted the servicemen south
through occupied France into neutral Spain
and home via British-controlled Gibraltar.
According to Wikipedia, in three years,
the Comet Line helped about 800 people,
mostly British and American airmen, escape
to Spain or evade capture in Belgium and
France. An estimated 3,000 civilians, mostly
Belgians and French, assisted the Comet
Line. They are usually called "helpers." Seven

hundred helpers were arrested by the Germans and 290 were executed or died in prison or concentration camps. The Comet Line
received financial assistance from MI9, a
British intelligence agency, but maintained its
operational independence.
De Jongh, a 24 year old Belgian woman,
was the first leader of the Comet Line. She
was imprisoned by the Germans in 1943, but
survived the war. Subsequent leaders were
also imprisoned, executed, or killed in the
course of their work exfiltrating airmen to
Spain. Young women, including teenagers,
played important roles in the Comet Line.
The following article was written by Emily
Caldwell, 390th Memorial Museum Data and
Collections Manager, in honor of Women’s
History Month and published on the 390th
Memorial Museum website on February 15,
2018.

“Northern Virginia Gamers (NOVAG) is one of
the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area's
oldest and most respected hobby gaming
organizations. Started in 1986, we have
consistently provided a focal point for gamers
in the Capital area for almost three decades.”
For more info on Northern Virginia Gamers,
visit their website at NOVAG.org

HMGS JOIN TODAY
Andrée “Dédée” de Jongh and the
Comet Line by Emily Caldwell
Andrée “Dédée” de Jongh may have
been petite, but she was a force to be reckoned with. At the tender age of twenty-five,
the Belgian woman organized the Comet Line.
The Comet Line, an entirely independent Allied escape route, was run by hundreds of
Belgian volunteers organized in Brussels.
Ordinary citizens were pretty much the
only hope for Allied fliers that, for one reason
or another, had to crash land or parachute to
the ground. If they had any hope of returning
to their base, these brave men had to rely on
everyday citizens to help them return. Penalties for aiding a downed Allied man were stiff.
Men were punished by death at the hands of

Twenty-five year old Belgian woman Mlle Andrée de Jongh, who
saved the lives of many British airmen and soldiers, pictured after
visiting Buckingham Palace to receive the George Medal in February
1946. From 1941 until her arrest in 1943 she organized the dispatch of Allied Service personnel from Belgium across the Pyrenees
into Spain. —photo credit Wikipedia

a firing squad. Women were sent to concentration camps, which was most certainly a
death sentence as well. But these citizens,
knowing the risk, chose to still help Allied
forces.
How They Moved the Airmen
The Comet Line stretched for 1200
miles, from Brussels to Gibraltar, through
France and Spain. France, at the time, was
Nazi occupied. Spain was officially neutral,
but fascist. Secret police in both countries
were known to be ruthless, and dangerous for
anyone aiding the Allies. Escaping airmen
were hidden in safe houses around Brussels.
From there, they were secreted to Paris by
train, a central collection point. From Paris,
the men were sent in small groups to a farmhouse at the foothills of the Pyrenees. This
was an arduous journey, beginning with a
train ride, followed by bicycle, and finally trekking on foot to a safe farmhouse. Once at the
farmhouse, escapees were given a hearty
meal and some strong coffee. With their bellies full, they were then faced with a tough
climb through the Pyrenees, led by Basque
smugglers recruited by Dédée. Once the
climbers reached San Sebastian, in Northern
Spain, they were handed over to Michael
Creswell, a British diplomat. Mr. Creswell sent
the escapees by car to Gibraltar. Once in Gibraltar, the men were sent by either sea or air
to England.
Dédée provided the men with false passports and identity cards. She also bought
them civilian clothing and black-market food.
Dédée’s friend, Ann Brusselmans advised
American men to look “less American”, by
teaching them to hold their cigarettes by the
burned end with a forefinger and thumb, and
(…continued on page 14)
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The Comet Line

(continued...)

reminding them not to jingle loose change in
their pockets or chew gum. Mrs. Brusselmans
sewed the dog tags of American airmen into
the cuffs of their pants, while also providing
them with berets, long jackets, and European
shoes, so they would be able to blend in with
the day to day citizens of the towns in which
they were staying.

Birch Tree Enterprises
First Choice in Display Bases
John Jefferies
Phone: (516) 662-5281 E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com

Mike Fleckenstein
Photographer
mikefphoto.com

Dédée began the Comet Line with two people
assisting her, and no financial help
To finance the Comet Line, Dédée had to
sell her small collection of jewelry. This allowed her to personally escort over one hundred airmen through France, over the Pyrenees during thirty-two separate journeys.
British intelligence offered to assist her line,
an offer that after careful consideration, she
refused. In Dédée’s mind, the line needed to
be completely independent of agencies, and
only manned by people that she knew intimately, and trusted completely. She had no
desire to have the Comet Line taken over by
agents who might be working with groups
interested in sabotage, or double agents who
would turn the escaped men in. She made
sure the owners of her safe houses were able
to interrogate potential Allied men, so they
could not be infiltrated by the Gestapo. Gestapo men would often pose as downed fliers,
but they were unable to pass the interrogations encouraged by Dédée. The men that
were ferreted out by this method were taken
by the Belgian underground army for “long
walks in the woods”.

Dédée’s Fate
In January of 1943, Dédée was arrested
with several escaping airmen. It looked to be
the end of the Comet Line, but Dédée’s father
stepped up in her absence. Dédée was interrogated twenty-one separate times, but she
refused to give up the people that were aiding
her on the Comet Line. She ended up in Ravensbrük, a concentration camp. Tragically,
Dédée’s father was betrayed, and he was
executed. Another Belgian gentleman named
Jean-François Nothomb, or “Franco”, then
emerged as leader. Franco was run-down and
in failing health, but with the help of a British
trained Belgian agent he was able to help
approximately 700 more escapees navigate
the Comet Line. Two days before D-Day, the
Comet Line closed down.
Dédée survived interrogations and her
stint in Ravensbrük. She was freed in 1945.
Following the war she went to work in a leper
colony in the Belgian Congo. After helping so
many escaped Allied airmen, and dedicating
her life to helping lepers, first in Belgium,
then in Africa, Andree “Dédée” de Johng
passed away October 13, 2007 at the age of
90 in Brussels. A downed airmen summed
Dédée’s remarkable character, “Andree de
Jongh was one of those rare beings who felt
the misery of the world and would not let it
rest.” (Miller, 2006)
References: Miller, D. L. (2006), Airman
Down! In D. L. Miller, Masters of the Air (pp.
99-102). New York: Simon & Schuster.

“Together against Blitzkrieg” Belgian Army & BEF set,
Belgium 1940
(left to right)
DD35135 – WWII Belgian
Nurse with wounded BEF
soldier (contains two figures)
DD35135 – WWII Belgian
Mountain Trooper, Belgium
1940
DD35136 – WWII Belgian
Infantryman, Belgium 1940

Material: Resin, Scale: 1:35
Sculptor: Pawel Krasicki, Box Art: Pawel Krasicki
Net Price: $59.97
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Available in the U.S. from
Military Miniatures Warehouse
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The 45th Annual MMSI Chicago Show
by David

Hoffman

Darci and I travelled once
again to the Annual Chicago
Show put on by the Military
Miniature Society of Illinois.
Also attending from our club
was Gerry Joria, who garnered
the Displayers Award for his
impressive shadow box “G.I. Combat”. Congrats Jerry! It was a great pleasure to re-unite
with some of my old friends from our San
Diego Chapter of SCAHMS, also known as the
San Diego Miniature Society, who are still
active and doing very well in the hobby. See
the picture below.
Always one of the premier figure shows
in the United States, the Chicago Show did
not disappoint in the quality of exhibits and
the presence of many vendors catering to our
hobby with figure kits, hobby-related products, some militaria, and of course books. As
always it is an inspiration to see great work
and seeing old friends while making new
ones. The tables were filled with the work
from some of the best modelers from the
United States and again had a strong European contingent as well.

Held October 11 and 12 at the Marriot
Schaumburg, located a little northwest of
downtown Chicago, the recently remolded
hotel was accommodating and again provided a great venue.
Highlights of the show included the the
Best of Show piece by James Rice of Louisiana, called “Last Stand at Maiwand”. The
Chicago medal went to MMSI member Noel
Meyer, who did a very nice “demi-ronde” of
the late Shepard Paine, one of the “grand
doyens” of MMSI and the hobby. The following are some photos we took of some our
favorites. Many more can be found on Facebook and the MMSI webpage. —DH

Washington Ship Model Society
WSMS was founded in 1929 and is the
oldest continuously active ship model club
in the United States. Visit their website at
DCShipModelSociety.org

Gerry Joria’s award-winning G.I. Combat.

8803 Orchard Tree Lane
Towson, MD

Phone: (410) 561-6324
Best of Show, “Last Stand at Maiwand”, by James Rice. Photo by Andy Gulden.

Reunion of members from my old San Diego Miniature Society, from the left:
Doug Conte, Rusty Nail, Penny Meyer, Luis Maestre, Yours Truly, and Matt Wellhauser.
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The MMSI Chicago Show (Continued…)
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The MMSI Chicago Show (Continued…)
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The MMSI Chicago Show (Continued…)
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The MMSI Chicago Show (Continued…)

ETA diorama
the detail makes the difference

eta-diorama.com

The Lost Battalion
History in Miniatures
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Club website:
ncmssclub.org
Club Facebook:
NCMSS

B AC K P AG E
2019 NCMSS Officers
Commanding Officer
Burt Thompson 907-957-0607
thompsonnu84@gmail.com
Executive Officer
gyrinejoe@aol.com

Joe Bles

301-490-6769

Adjutant
David Hoffman
bpchasseur@comcast.net
Paymaster
Darci Hoffman
dkdickens-h@comcast.net

240-912-6499

240-912-6499

Show Chairman
Burt Thompson 907-957-0607
Thompsonnu84@gmail.com
Vendor Chairman Grant Berry 301-829-6110
Granthberry@aol.com
Webmaster
Mike Fleckenstein 540-498-0162
modlrfleck@yahoo.com
Dispatch Editor
David Hoffman
bpchasseur@comcast.net

240-912-6499

2019

Advertising Policy
The Dispatch does not accept paid
advertising; but will accept, without
obligation and on a “first come-first
served” + space available contingency,
business cards or ads for miniature, toy
soldier, plastic model and similar shows
submitted by NCMSS members of other
clubs, associations, or businesses that
the NCMSS has an association with.
Ads for shows must be submitted by
the 15th of the month for a show scheduled for the following month. Business
cards may be submitted for continuous
running, subject to space availability.
Members may also submit sale/want
ads as desired. Ads or business cards in
compliance with this policy and printed
in The Dispatch do not represent an
official endorsement by the NCMSS.;
nor does NCMSS endorse specific
shows or vendors.
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