NA T I O NA L CA P I TAL M OD EL S O LD I ER
S O C I ET Y NCM S S

T HE D ISPATCH
A ug us t 2 0 1 9 , V o l um e 5 8 ,
I s s ue 8

COMMANDER’S CALL

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Meeting Minutes

2

NCMSS Show News

3

Events and Places

4

2019 Hobby Calendar

5

Parade Ground

6

Worthy Reads

9

Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus
Review by Mike Thomas

10

The Battle of Crécy

11

Battle of Crécy Miniatures

13

So You Want to Build A
Samurai

14

MEETING NOTICE
Every Fourth Wednesday

August 28, 2019
7:30-10:00 PM
Thomas Edison
High School
5801 Franconia Road
Alexandria, VA
Room E-112

Greetings to the entire
NCMSS Team!
Hope everyone is having
a great summer thus far, August has flown by and we are
now only three weeks away
from our 58th Annual show.
This will be an epic show with
our new venue, plentiful vendors, and fellow clubs from
Northern Virginia and Maryland. Final planning continues
and we will need all hands on
deck to pull this off.
On Wednesday, 21 August at 7 p.m. we will conduct
a teleconference to go over
the final details for the show.

Hello all, just a couple
quick notes to add about our
show. This year I will be Judging Chairman again and
thought I’d mention our Special Awards this year, besides
our usual Judge’s Best of
Show and Popular Best of
Show. This year we will have:
75th

Anniversary of DDay Memorial Award —
Sponsored by the Long
Island Historical Miniatures Collectors Society

Every Third Saturday

Sept. 21, Saturday

Best Bust Award — Any
era or category

12:00-4:00 PM
Small Conf Room
Mason District Gov. Center/
Police Station
6507 Colombia Pike
Annandale, VA 22003
Fairfax County.Gov

the August meeting that you
want to donate for the Show
Raffle. Bob Prokop needs our
support. Wishing you all happy building and painting!

1. Call (712) 432-0220
2. Follow the prompts to
join a call
3. Enter PIN 9570607 followed by pound (#)
4. Announce Yourself
I will see everyone at the
August club meeting, and as
always, I look forward to our
Parade Ground and working
the final details for the show.
Reminder, bring in kits to

Paint on!
Burt

EDITOR’S CORNER

Best Napoleonic Figure
Award — Sponsored by
NCMSS in memory of
Chuck E. Robinson

PAINTER’S CLUB

All club members are welcome to dial in, the call will
not exceed one hour. Follow
these simple instructions at
the time of the call:

Best World War I Figure
Award
Best U.S. Marine Figure
Award — Any era. Sponsored by Data Machines
Corp

Best U.S. Infantryman
Figure Award — Any era.
Sponsored by TRIAEM
Wargame Award — For
best exhibit of “game
playable” wargame figures
Gundam Award — For
best painted Gundam all
scales. Sponsored by
Huzzah Hobbies.

Blast from the Past
Award — For best painted figure or figures from
a kit first produced 25
years ago
A special thanks to our
sponsors this year that contributed to our show, including the Northern Virginia Modelers – IPMS club that is
sponsoring our Ordinance and
General Divisions. All this
information including more on
the categories and rules can
be found on the NCMSS website. An overview of the
“Open” judging system used
by the NCMSS was in last
month’s Dispatch issue.
The NOVA Gamers will be
back and will be setting up
several games again, they are
always fun to watch and learn
from. I would also like to mention that some of our partners
from other genres will have
tables displaying their hob(continued on page 2)
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EDITOR’S CORNER

July
MOTM

bies, such as the NVNTrak
train folks, Maryland Automotive Modeler’s Association,
the Washington Ship Modeler’s Society, and the Washington Armor Club (AMPS). Be
sure to stop by and say hello!
This year Nick Strocchia
will be conducting a Gundam
“Build Table” with kits donated by Huzzah Hobbies. This
should be very interesting and

(CONT…)

fun. I’m looking forward to
checking it out.
On page 3 of the Dispatch you’ll find our list of
sponsors. Their generous
donations helped make our
show possible. Please help
say thank you to them by visiting their websites.
This year at the show
there will be an excellent selection of vendors to buy from

and there will be about 10
flea market tables to browse.
When you need to take a
break, food and drink can be
had at Houlihan's Restaurant
and Bar in the Springfield
Hilton or across the street at
the Springfield Mall.
A big thank you to everyone that each year makes this
event special! I look forward
to seeing many of you at the
show.
David Hoffman
NCMSS Adjutant/Dispatch
Editor

“Mug-of-the-Month”

CLUB NEWS
MEETING MINUTES

address to be our Club Treasurer’s (Darci). Also that most
items on hand are model kits
but need more figures!
Bob is making some bases for
special awards and Jim Pratt
donated to the club some
Franklin Mint Revolutionary
War statuettes that can be
used on the bases.
Grant gave a vendor update
and again requested volunteers to assist in setup. One
of our regulars will need assistance this year and we’ll
also need people to bring
handcarts.
Acknowledging show sponsors was mentioned and will
be done on website and at
the show.
Show Post Cards prepared!

24 July 2019
Networking & Setup
[19:00-19:35]
Lots of good discussion and
Tim brought in some great
cookies baked by his wife to
celebrate his birthday.

Bulldozer
by Jim Richey

Quarterly Swap
Meet
Held during meetings

Feb
May
***Aug***
Nov
Bring items to sell,
swap or give away!

Call to Order, Old / New Business [19:35-1950]
Joe Bles started the meeting
with discussion of the upcoming show, suggesting a slight
increase of entrance and
exhibitor fees comparable to
other shows and to help cover
costs. Motion was passed.
Some vendor and funding
suggestions were made, current show publicity efforts
discussed including large
interest on social media platforms. Nick also made some
suggestions and described
efforts. Huzzah Hobbies will
again be sponsoring the Gundam Awards with some nice
prizes!
Bob Prokop talked about the
show raffle and letters he was
sending out regarding donations and confirmed return

Parade Ground
[19:50-20:15]
Participants included Jim
Richey, Joe Bles, David Hoffman, Scotte Turner. Jim garnered the MoM.
Monthly Presentation
[20:15-21:00]
No presentation this month,
as the time was dedicated to
2

preparing Show Postcard
preparation. a longstanding
NCMSS tradition. Special
thanks to Jim Richey for designing and printing these up,
Warren Yaun for maintaining
the mail out list, and Darci for
helping with the list spreadsheet and labels, not to mention getting the stamps and
taking the cards to the post
office.
Conclusion
[21:00]
After some informal conversation the meeting adjourned.
Attendees
David Hoffman, Darci Hoffman, Mike Donohue, James
Pratt, Jennifer Young, Bob
Prokop, Joe Bles, Grant Berry,
Scotte Turner, Tim Stormer,
Jim Richey, Nick Strocchia.
Submitted by David Hoffman,
NCMSS Adjutant
<bpchasseur@comcast.net >
240 912-6499
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It’s so easy!
You now can join or renew your
NCMSS membership with

NCMSS S H OW N E W S
NCMSS Show Postcards are
in the Mail!
July club meeting attendees prepared postcards
advertising the 2019 Show.
You should have already received your card! Remember
to bring it to the Show for $1
off your entrance fee.
Watch your email for

word of our final teleconference before the show. All
members are welcome to
participate. We’ll be making
some of our final preparations
for the show and we appreciate your input! For more information on what you can do to
participate, please contact
any of the NCMSS staff.

We look forward to hearing from you. Let’s make our
2019 show a huge success!

Highlights Include






Amazing exhibits

to the Sponsors that have made our show possible

Professional Photographer taking
pictures of every entry
Raffles
Lots of vendors providing all your
modeling needs
For more info visit our website at:

NCMSSclub.org
The NCMSS 58th Annual Show
welcomes the following clubs
to display their expert work
for your enjoyment!

From acquisition planning to development and execution, TRIAEM provides the quality services needed
to ensure your organization's success. TRIAEM is
known for providing exceptional people who all have
proven experience supporting military and intelligence operations worldwide with exceptional results,
100% of the time.

Data Machines Corp. specializes in designing,
building, and using cloud architectures to engineer and share solutions to difficult problems in
data analytics, dev-ops, machine intelligence,
and data science.

Washington Ship Model Society

Long Island Miniature
Collectors Society
Washington Armor Club

...and to the NCMSS members who have generously donated
their time and/or funds to the cause…
Jim Richey, Bob Prokop, Grant Berry, Bob Petrillo, Nick Strocchia,
Joe Bles, R.K. Bluhm, Burt Thompson, Scotte Turner, Mike Donohue, Tim Stormer,
James Pratt, Jennifer Young , Warren & Darla Yaun, David & Darci Hoffman
3
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EVENTS

AND

P L AC E S

The National Capital
Model Soldier Society
Member benefits include:








Friendly monthly meetings where we
share our knowledge of history,
painting, and modeling
Monthly guest speakers
Painter’s Club—A monthly opportunity
to get together with other painters to
share tips and techniques
Monthly Dispatch newsletter
The NCMSS Washington Show
Affordable dues

What are you waiting for?

Welcome to the club!

The NCMSS 58th Annual
Show

sional photographs of your
exhibits free of charge. We’re
recruiting a great assortment
of hobby vendors to satisfy all
of your hobby needs. The
awards at last year’s show will
be tough to beat, but we’re
working on raising the bar.
Mamas Boyz, the Washington
Ship Model Society, The
Washington Armor Club, and

Springfield Hilton, 6550 Loisdale Rd, Springfield, VA,
September 7, 2019
Mark your calendar for
our 58th Annual Show! With a
beautiful new venue, this year
promises to be the best yet.
Once again Mike Fleckenstein
will be on hand to take profes4

the Northern Virginia NTrak
club will be there to display
their cars, ships, tanks, and
trains.
The Springfield Hilton
has provided a large block of
comfortable rooms at a very
competitive rate. Make sure
to reserve your room before
they disappear. We look forward to seeing you there!
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E V E N T S A N D P L AC E S

(CONT…)
pop culture, and identity of
the United States.

National Museum of the
U.S. Navy
Washington Navy Yard, DC
Open 9am-4pm Monday
through Friday; Saturdays
10am-4pm
The title of this Washington Post article says it all:
D.C.’s secret Navy museum is
amazing — if you can figure
out how to get in.
The National Museum of
the U.S. Navy is the only naval
museum to chronicle the history of the U.S. Navy from its
creation to the present. Artifacts like USS Constitution's
fighting top, the world's deepest diving submersible, Trieste, and the khaki uniform of
former Fleet Admiral Chester
W. Nimitz make The Navy
Museum's collection second
to none. Dozens of detailed
model ships are on exhibit.

Americans
National Museum of the
American Indian, Fourth
Street & Independence Ave.,
S.W., Washington, DC 20560
Ongoing through 2022
American Indian images,
names, and stories infuse
American history and contemporary life.
The images are everywhere, from the Land O’Lakes
butter maiden to the Cleveland Indians’ mascot, and
from classic Westerns and
cartoons to episodes of Seinfeld and South Park. American Indian names are everywhere too, from state, city,
and street names to the Tomahawk missile. And the familiar historical events of Pocahontas’s life, the Trail of

Tears, and the Battle of Little
Bighorn remain popular reference points in everyday conversations.
Americans highlights the
ways in which American Indians have been part of the
nation’s identity since before
the country began. It will surround visitors with images,
delve into the three stories,
and invite them to begin a
conversation about why this
phenomenon exists.
Pervasive, powerful, at
times demeaning, the images,
names, and stories reveal the
deep connection between
Americans and American Indians as well as how Indians
have been embedded in unexpected ways in the history,

H O B B Y C A L E N DA R 2 01 9
AUG

 Aug 29-Sept 1 — NOVA OPEN Tabletop Wargaming Convention, Crystal City, VA

SEPT

 Sept 7— 58th Annual NCMSS Washington Show & Exhibit Springfield, VA
 Sept 6-8 — JerseyFest Model Kit & Statue Fair Newark, NJ

OCT

 Oct 11-13 — MMSI Chicago Show Military Miniature Society of Illinois, Chicago, IL
 Oct 26-27 -- Great Scale Model Train and Railroad Collectors Show Timonium, MD
 Oct 26 — 22nd International Paper Modelers Convention Sterling, VA

NOV

 Nov 15-16 — LIMCS Long Island Miniature Collectors Society, Freeport, NY

If you know of any upcoming events that you would like people to know about, please contact Adjutant David Hoffman
at bpchasseur@comcast.net and we’ll add the date to our calendar.

5
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PARADE GROUND
July “Mug-of-the-Month”
WINNER

July 2019
Parade Ground Participants
David Hoffman, Joe Bles, Jim
Richey, Scotte Turner
Photos by Jim Richey

“Bulldozer”
by Jim Richey

JIM RICHEY

Jim again demonstrated his expertise in
modeling realistic heavy equipment. In this case
a MiniArt D7 type Bulldozer in 1/35 scale. Used
by the U.S. Army in World War II and everywhere
else for that matter, MiniArt has four kit versions
and this one is your basic D7. Jim did not hold
back in portraying a dirty, well used and abused
tractor that is up for sale. Looks like he had a lot
of fun muddying this one up and adding rust,
grime and other weathering techniques. The kit
was stock but he added metal tracks as he was
unsatisfied with those provided in the kit. The
base is your basic insulation foam from Home
Depot with AK Interactive Terrain products added
for the realistic “flaky” ground. All the painting
was done with his standard acrylic palette, including the rust.
Very popular with the meeting attendees, it
“bulldozed” its way to winning the “Mug of the
Month” award!

6
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PARADE GROUND
JOE BLES
Joe brought in a finely rendered British
Pilot figure from the Battle of Britain, 1940 with
his dog. In 75mm from Elan13, this is a nicely
posed figure with his faithful companion.
Joe discussed the book The Hello Girls,
America’s First Women Soldiers by Elizabeth
Cobbs. Where the U.S. Army Signal Corps sent
223 women to France in 1918 to operate the
telephone switchboards used by the AEF. A
fascinating story, these were women were not
recognized as veterans eligible for pensions
until relatively recently.
Joe also brought a copy of “Discover Magazine” with an article about the “Finest Parade”
held in Golden Colorado. An impromptu parade
was formed to celebrate the armistice on November 11, 1918 and an article with pictures
can be found HERE.

D AV I D H O F F M A N
David brought in a Pegaso 75mm
mounted figure of a Celt, circa
700B.C., although it could depict a
Celt from a later period as well. Dave
used his usual techniques of base
coating in acrylics and doing the final
finish in oils. The plaid pattern for the
trousers were a challenge in this scale
but once it is broken down into the
basic patterns it can be relatively easy.
A wash applied to the pattern after
painting brings everything together
nicely. The bronze armor was done
with acrylics (Vallejo, Andrea) and a
wash with oils (sepia/burnt umber)
was later added along with further
highlighting. Tattoos were painted in
thinned down oils and based on illustrations from the internet and Angus
McBride artwork. A fun and colorful
project!

7
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PARADE GROUND
SCOTTE TURNER
Scotte brought some very fine specimens from his painted figure collection
by other artists, along with his own work
in progress.
The first is a classic U.S. Cavalryman
figure from Series 77, I don’t think
Scotte knew the artist on this one. The
other two are by the well known figure
painter Doug Cohen, who’s new book
was featured in a previous Dispatch.
Scotte mentioned that he had some of
the figures featured in the book, and
brought a couple of Doug’s pieces in.
The first is of a bugler, 2nd Mississippi Infantry, a 54mm scratch built figure with awesome animation. The second is a diorama of the Battle of Fredericksburg done for Time Machine Miniatures, also 54mm. I won’t mention what
Scotte said he paid for these, but can
say they were a steal!
Finally Scotte brought a work in
progress, a 54mm Bengal Lancer from
Airfix, done in oils and acrylics. Yellow is
a hard color to paint, but Scotte has
brought it off very nicely, along with the
horse.

8
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Notables...

WORTHY READS
FROM THE HOFFMAN FAMILY LIBRARY

The Designer’s Guide to
Samurai Patterns

The Napoleonic Art of Keith Rocco
Written by Peter Harrington
Illustrations by Keith Rocco
For more information on the artist
and his work, visit

sition, and flower arrangement).”
The back cover of the
book concludes by saying,
“Although bushido or ‘the way
of the warrior’ was a seemingly contradictory code, the
merging of the fierce and the
fine served to make the samurai the most enduring figure
in Japanese design history,
imbued with a graphic power
that makes them an exhilarating source of inspiration for
artists, graphic designers, and
anyone who appreciates the
magic of ancient Japanese
art.” I would add hobbyists to
that list of those inspired.
Back in 2013 this book

By Jeanne Allen, 132 pps,
Thames and Hudson Ltd,
London 1990
This book contains 141
patterns (20 in color) used
exclusively by the samurai
warriors during Japan’s feudal
(daimyō) period. As stated on
the back cover of the book,
“The samurai embodied heroic virtue and a love of ideas
while seeking to achieve a
balance between the bu (the
martial arts including archery,
swordsmanship, hunting, and
falconry) and bun (the cultivated arts of the tea ceremony, calligraphy, poetry compo-

KeithRocco.com

Artist
Preservation Group

bull’s website the author
notes that he’s published 78
books on various subjects.
“The Samurai Sourcebook”, according to Goodreads, is a comprehensive,
enthralling, illustration-filled
look at samurai history, personalities, strategies, costumes, and campaigns. The
book goes into detail about
samurai armor and weaponry,
army development and organization, as well as the fighters'
feudal obligation.
Turnbull follows the evo-

“The Artist Preservation Group is a gathering of
like-minded historical artists whose mission is
to...aide in the preservation and restoration of
threatened historical sites and/or artifacts.”
For more information on how you can help,
make a donation, or become a member, visit
the Artist Preservation Group website.

The Samurai Sourcebook
By Stephen Turnbull, 320pps,
Arms and Armour Press, 1998
According to Osprey
Publishing, “Stephen Turnbull
is the world's leading English
language authority on medieval Japan and the samurai.
He has travelled extensively in
the far east, particularly in
Japan and Korea. On Turn9

showed up in a Planet Figure
review and was met with approval. One hobbyist said,
“I've had this book for several
years and can highly recommend it.” Others said the
book was “well worth the
money” and another chimed
in saying, “It’s a cracking
book indeed.” —DH

lution of the sword and polearms, plus the technology and
deployment of explosives.
Turnbull also describes
castle life, the rituals of battle, and religious traditions.
Case studies, based on contemporary chronicles, diaries,
and official records, focus in
on the most important invasions and combat situations
from 940 to 1638. A full
range of maps chart wartime
changes. This book would be
an excellent addition to your
historical library! —DH
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KIT INSPECTION
Review by Mike Thomas
is appropriate because Pompeius was responsible for eliminating the pirate menace in
the Mediterranean, a task that he performed
with great success.
The kit comprises 10 pieces. Several of
these are bits of scenery (the ship’s deck and
a vertical post on which the figure is leaning,
as well as a decorative deck ring. All the parts
are crisply cast with no ‘flash’ to have to remove. The fit of the parts is excellent, but I
did find that there were some issues with the

Laruccia has chosen to model this
subject in a maritime setting...

Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus,
Consul of Rome
Manufacturer: Art Girona
Order code: H-48
Scale/Size: 54mm
Designer: Adriano Laruccia

Another ‘personality’ figure from the
talented hands of Antonio Laruccia. The subject of this kit is one of the most famous Romans of them all – Pompey the Great (as he
styled himself). The Pompeius clan were extremely rich and influential, with an ambition
to boot. Gnaeus Pompeius and Gaius Julius
Caesar were (at various times) close friends,
father and bitter enemies. They constituted
what Historians have come to call “The First
Triumvirate” (the third member being Crassus, who defeated the Spartacus slave rebellion.) Pompeius was also married to Julia, the
daughter of Caesar. Sadly, she died in childbirth with the result that the two men drifted
apart. The source of their differences was
that Caesar clearly wanted to become the
“First Man” of Rome, so destroying the Republic, while Pompeius was for maintaining
the Republic. (In case you are wondering,
there was a “Second Triumvirate” – but that’s
for another story!) Laruccia has chosen to
model this subject in a maritime setting. This

short cloak (the palotudamentum) that is
draped over the figure’s left arm and shoulder. This comes in two pieces and needs to
be pre-fitted to ensure that there are no gaps.
As is often the case, the cloak gets in the way
of the painting of the rear of the model but
the top bit (over the shoulder) can be fitted
and the lower portion added after painting
the figure. Because the short ceremonial
sword is held beneath the left arm, on the
inside, this will also create a problem. The
inside of the left arm will have to be painted
before it is added to the figure.
There are several known statues and
portrait busts of this chap and Laruccia has
modelled the features perfectly. It always
amazes me how he can successfully model a
head so that it is recognizable on something

little larger than a pea! There is something
about the stance of this figure that suggests
brutish strength. It must be admitted that it
isn’t a particularly colourful figure, but no
collection of Roman personalities would be
complete without him. The very simplicity of
the kit suggests that it would be a very suitable subject for a beginner to the hobby. So,
recommended. —MT
10
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The Battle of Crécy (August 26, 1346)
Article from Weapons and Warfare by Mitch Williamson Dec. 26, 2015
A key battle in the opening phase of
the Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453).
England’s Edward III (1312-1377) led an
army on an extended chevauchée into
northern France with the intention of
provoking Philip VI to give battle. The
tactic nearly backfired when the French
burned several bridges in an effort to
trap the English against the Somme:
Edward was fortunate to ford under cover of his skilled archers. Two days later
the armies met near the village of Crécy,
in Normandy, where they formed opposing battle lines 2,000 yards long. The
English were well-rested and fed. Though
outnumbered 2:1 they took position atop
a low ridge with their left flank abutting a
stream, the Maie, and their right flank
touching Crécy Wood. At the center were
three blocks of men-at-arms with protecting pikemen. Two sets of archers with
longbows were on the flanks, each in a
“V” formation. Each archer had ready
about 100 broad arrows, their lethal
metal tips pushed into the ground to
permit rapid reloading. Hundreds of caltrops were scattered atop the sod and
mud to their front, to hobble oncoming
warhorses or infantry. Tens of thousands
more arrows were packed in wood and
leather quivers stacked in carts to the
rear. This large supply was key to the
English victory. The initial rate of fire of a
good longbowman was from six to ten
arrows per minute, falling thereafter as
muscle fatigue set in. Several hundred
thousand arrows thus were likely fired
toward the French that day, most from
beyond the range of effective retaliation

Image from a 15th-century illuminated manuscript of Jean Froissart’s Chronicles

by the gay, pennant-decked lances of the
French knights, looking splendid in burnished armor, colorful livery, and plumed
helms, but utterly exposed to plunging
arrow storms. Nor could Edward’s archers be reached by Genoese mercenaries
on the French side firing stubby quarrels
from crossbows, a deadly and feared

11

weapon of their chosen profession that
was wholly outmatched in range by the
longbow on this bloody day.
Neither French cavalry nor Genoese
infantry nor the Czech mercenaries of
“Blind King John,” an allied prince, had
ever faced the longbow. In ignorance and
battle lust, they arrived piecemeal on the
field of battle in the late afternoon, hungry and tired but straining to attack the
English line. Heavy rain had soaked the
field, turning it into sticky mud. The sun
also favored the English, as it shone into
the faces of the French. When the
French heavy cavalry arrayed for the
attack it formed in the old manner: a
mass of armored horse supported by
crossbow fire on the flanks and to the
front. It is thought that Edward fired several small cannon at the Genoese to
break up their formations. If true, these
guns would have been so primitive they
likely produced more a psychological
than a physical effect. What mattered
was that the Genoese were slowed by
the Normandy mud and then slaughtered by flights of English arrows, not
cannon, well before they got into crossbow range. Worse, in the rush to battle
most had left their pavise with the bag-
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T HE B ATTLE

OF

gage wagons. Nor could their slowloading crossbows do comparable damage to the rapid-firing Welsh and English
archers, thus rendering the Genoese
attack ineffective and leaving the English
lines unbroken and unharried before the
French horse arrived. As casualties
mounted among the Genoese they
broke, turned, and ran, mud sucking at
their boots and adding to the agony of
panic as they exposed their backs to
deadly enemy archers, firing aimed shots
at the level.
The French knights, filled with Gallic
disdain for everything on foot, spurred
callously through the retreating Genoese,
slashing at hired infantry in utter contempt, some with cries of “kill this rabble!” A large earthen bank channeled the
French cavalry into a narrow front. Edward’s archers, positioned nearly perfectly, now turned their bows against the
plodding, funneled cavalry and cut it
down, too. Ill-formed, repeated French
charges, with horsemen at the rear pushing hard against the forward ranks, were
repulsed time and again by the longbowmen. Most were broken apart before
they began, with staggering losses
among the brave but reckless fathers
and sons of the nobility of France. Edward’s archers kept up an extraordinary
rate of fire, impaling knights and horse
alike and hundreds of men-at-arms. No
cowards the French, despite the carnage
they charged, again and again. It is
thought they made as many as 16 charges that day, utterly bewildered at their

CRÉCY (AUGUST 26, 1346)

inability to beat or even reach an inferior
enemy. For two centuries heavy cavalry
had dominated battlefields from Europe
to the Holy Land. But at Crécy there were
no tattered squares of scrambling peasants to skewer on great lances, no
clumps of overmatched men-at-arms to
chase down with mace or run through on
one’s sword. Instead, the chivalry of
France met flocks of missiles that felled
knight and mount alike at unheard of
killing distances. Eye-witnesses reported
French awe at the flapping, vital sounds
of thousands of feathers on long-shafted
arrows arcing in high swarms from an
unreachable ridge, to plunge into men,
horses, or both. Baleful accounts survive
telling how arrows ripped through shields
and helmets, pierced faceplates and
cuirasses, and arms, legs, and groins, or
pinned some best friend to his mount.
Much of this occurred at incredible
distances, as unaimed plunging fire
reached the French from as far away as
250-300 yards. Longbow accuracy only
improved at closer ranges, as bows were
leveled and each shot singly aimed at
the lumbering steel and flesh targets the
French cavalry presented. In prior battles
cavalry had been safe at 200 yards or
more, the usual distance where riders
massed before trotting forward to about
60-100 yards, the distance at which they
began the charge. Now death and piercing wounds fell from the sky at double
the normal range, slicing through shields
and armor to stab deep into chest or
thigh, or horse. The French could make
12
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no reply to this long-distance death with
their lances and swords: knights died in
droves that day without ever making
contact with their enemies. Armor was
pierced and limbs, backs, and necks
broken as falling knights entangled in
bloody clots of swords and snapped lances, and kicking and screaming dying
men and horses. So they charged: anything was better than standing beneath
such lethal rain. The nearly 8,000 longbowmen at Crécy probably fired 75,00090,000 arrows in the 40-60 seconds it
took the French to close the range, each
arrow speeding near 140 miles per hour,
each archer keeping two and some three
in the air at once. Those knights who
reached the English lines piled up before
them, pierced with multiple arrows and
forming an armor-and-flesh barrier in
front of the English men-at-arms that
impeded fresh assaults. With French
chivalry broken and its survivors staggering in the mud, the English infantry and
Edward’s dismounted knights closed in
to kill off the lower orders and take nobles prisoner, to be held for later ransom. Then the English stood in place
through the night, holding in case of a
renewed attack in the morning which
never came.
Most casualties at Crécy were inflicted by the longbow and thus losses
were hugely lopsided: between 5,000
and 8,000 French and Genoese were
killed, including as many as 1,500
knights, compared to about 100 of Edward’s men. This was a huge number for
a 14th-century battle, and left nearly
every castle and chateau in France in
mourning. The defeat of its warrior elite
shattered France’s military capabilities
and shook its confidence for a generation. This one-sided battle further eroded
the old illusion that heavy cavalry was
invincible against common infantry, and
elevated recognition of the importance
of archers across Europe. A parallel effect was that for the next 50 years
French knights, too, preferred to dismount to fight, a practice they followed
until better horse armor was made that
enticed them back into the saddle at
Agincourt. —MW
Suggested Reading: Andrew Ayton
and Philip Preston, The Battle of Crécy,
1346 (2005); Alfred H. Burne, The Crécy
War (1955; 1999); G. C. Macauly, ed.,
The Chronicles of Jean Froissart (1904);
Henri de Wailly, Crécy, 1346: Anatomy of
a Battle (1987).
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SO, YOU WANT TO BUILD A
By The Dispatch Editorial Staff
The first Europeans came to Japan
in the month of August, 1543 during the
Sengoku Period or “Age of Warring
States” (c. 1467–c. 1600). Some of
Japan’s most famous samurai came
from this period.
This August we went “in search of”
and found a wide selection of samurai
kits that are currently available. Where
possible we noted the lowest prices we
found, but this list is by no means definitive. Check with your favorite trusted
vendors on price and availability before
making a purchase.
As always, say
to counterfeits!

Washington Ship Model Society
WSMS was founded in 1929 and is the
oldest continuously active ship model club
in the United States. Visit their website at
DCShipModelSociety.org

Minamoto Yoshitsune
Manufacturer: Alexandros Models
Scale: 200mm bust
Sculpted by: Ebroin Song
Material: resin & metal parts
Pieces: 18
Price: $59.95
Available at COMPETITION Minis
Minamoto no Yoshitsune (1159–June 15, 1189)
was a military commander of the Minamoto clan
of Japan during the Genpei War. He is considered one of the greatest and the most popular
warriors of his era, and one of the most famous
samurai fighters in the history of Japan.
8803 Orchard Tree Lane
Towson, MD

Phone: (410) 561-6324

Tomoe Gozen Female Warrior
Battle of Awazu, 1184
Manufacturer: Alexandros Models
Scale: 90mm
Sculpted by: Ebroin Song
Material: white metal
Pieces: 21
Price: $85.00
Available at COMPETITION Minis
Tomoe was...a remarkably strong archer, and as
a swordswoman she was a warrior worth a
thousand, ready to confront a demon or a god,
mounted or on foot… Whenever a battle was
imminent, Yoshinaka sent her out as his first
captain...— The Tale of the Heike

14
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Heroes & Villains Miniatures

SO, YOU WANT TO BUILD A

(CONT…)

Kusonoki Masashige 1294-1336
Manufacturer: Romeo Models
Scale: 75mm
Sculpted by: Angel Terol
Material: white metal
Price: $169.00
Available at Sentinel Miniatures and Last Cavalry (for
$1 more) (Out of stock at Romeo Models!)
Kusunoki’s unselfish devotion and loyalty to the
emperor have made him a legendary figure; after
the imperial restoration of 1868, a splendid shrine
was erected to him on the site of his death.

Samurai Horseman, XIV C.
Manufacturer: Andrea Miniatures
Scale: 90mm
Material: white metal
Price: $235.00
Available at Last Cavalry
Throughout the Muromachi period (c.1185–
c.1568), the bow was almost exclusively the symbol
of the professional warrior, and the way of life of
the warrior was referred to as kyūba no michi, "the
way of the horse and bow".

Dragon & Samurai
Manufacturer: Jupiter Miniatura
Scale: 54mm (flat figure)
Sculpted by: Benedict Widmann
Material: white metal
Price: $30.00
Available from The Little Tin Soldier
Japanese folklore and art is rich with tales of samurai fighting mythical beasts.

Shinsengumi, Wolves of Mibu 1864
Manufacturer: DG Artwork
Size: 1:12 Scale Bust
Sculpted by: Dae Hyeong, Kim
Material: resin
Price: $55.00
Available from Last Cavalry. Slightly cheaper at Michigan Toy
Soldier Co, but there is a 2-3 week shipping notice.
Shinsengumi were notorious armed forces in Japan. Countless TV and cinema adaptations have been made of their
story. Known as the Shogun’s last samurai corps.
15
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SO, YOU WANT TO BUILD A
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Samurai Warrior, Late Heian period,
898-1185
Manufacturer: Pegaso
Scale: 90mm
Sculpted by: Viktor Konnov
Material: white metal
Price: $111.99 (20% OFF!)
Available to order (2-3 weeks shipping) at Michigan
Toy Soldier Co.

“Northern Virginia Gamers (NOVAG) is one of
the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area's
oldest and most respected hobby gaming
organizations. Started in 1986, we have
consistently provided a focal point for gamers
in the Capital area for almost three decades.”
For more info on Northern Virginia Gamers,
visit their website at NOVAG.org

The Heian Period is considered Japan's “Golden
Age,” a high point in Japanese culture that later generations have always admired.

Ronin, XVI C.
Manufacturer: Pegaso
Scale: 90mm
Sculpted by: Ebroin Song
Material: white metal

HMGS JOIN TODAY

Price: $115.00
Available at Last Cavalry
During the Sengoku period (c.1467-c.1600) a samurai
could easily find a new master if his lord was killed in
battle. In that chaotic time, every daimyō needed experienced soldiers and rōnin did not remain masterless for
long.

Hideyoshi Toyotomi

YOUR MINIATURES
YOUR RULESETS
YOUR WARGAMES
YOUR SOCIETY
Visit the Historical Miniatures Gaming
Society website at HMGS.org

Manufacturer: Pegaso
Scale: 75mm
Sculpted by: Andrea Jula
Material: white metal
Price: about $145.00
Available from The Michigan Toy Soldier Co. and Last
Cavalry.
Hideyoshi was a preeminent daimyō, general, samurai, and politician. Regarded as Japan's second
"great unifier", he succeeded his former liege lord
and brought an end to the Sengoku period.

Daimyo Warlord 1650
Manufacturer: Young Miniatures
Size: 200mm Scale Bust
Sculpted by: Lorenzo Nino Lorenzoni
Material: resin
Price: ranged from $61.59 to $80.00
Available at COMPETITION Minis, Last Cavalry, Sentinel
Miniatures, and Michigan Toy Soldier Co,
The Tokugawa shogunate enacted the Buke shohatto
(Laws for the Military Houses) in 1615 to control the
daimyō and samurai warrior aristocracy. For instance,
Article 5 stated, “Daimyō are not to engage in social interactions with the people of other domains.”
16

THE MODEL CELLAR
We produce a range of figures, busts,
and accessories with a special interest
in The Great War, 1914-1918
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Samurai 1300 AD
Manufacturer: Andrea Miniatures
Scale: 54mm
Sculpted by: ??
Material: white metal
Price: $27.95
Available at COMPETITION Minis and Michigan Toy
Soldier Co. (discontinued by Andrea!)

Birch Tree Enterprises

Unable to offer land or riches to the samurai leaders
who rallied to Japan's defense against the Mongols,
the shogun faced a challenge from Emperor GoDaigo in 1318. After being exiled in 1331, the emperor returned and overthrew the shogunate in
1333.

First Choice in Display Bases
John Jefferies
Phone: (516) 662-5281 E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com

Date Masamune, 1615
Manufacturer: Andrea Miniatures
Scale: 75mm
Material: white metal
Price: about $59.00
Available at Last Cavalry, Michigan Toy Soldier Co.
Heir to a long line of powerful daimyōs in the Tōhoku
region, he went on to found the modern-day city of
Sendai. Masamune was an outstanding tactician. He
was often called dokuganryū, or the "One-Eyed Dragon
of Ōshu".

Mike Fleckenstein
Photographer
mikefphoto.com

Samurai with Daisho Sword
Manufacturer: Pegaso
Scale: 54mm
Sculpted by: ??
Material: white metal
Price: $37.95
Available from COMPETITION Minis
The daishō —literally "big-little"—is a Japanese term
for a matched pair of swords worn by samurai in
feudal Japan. Miyamoto Musashi promoted the use
of a one-handed grip, which allowed both swords to
be used simultaneously.

Mounted Samurai Bust
Manufacturer: Bonapartes Military Models
Sculpted by: Richard Bailey
Material: Resin
Scale: 250mm
Price: $83.79
Available from Bonapartes. Second arm with
sword included. The description doesn’t specify
a time period, but the bust resembles the famous bronze statue of the 14th-century Samurai, Kusunoki Masashige.
17
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Samurai, 16th Century
Manufacturer: Medieval Forge Miniatures
Scale: 75mm
Sculpted by: Igor Gulyaev
Material: resin
Price: about $36.00
Available at El Greco Miniatures

Detail, Quality and Authenticity
Since 1893

Lamellar armours were made by long and relatively
narrow lamellae, laced or riveted together, forming
one or another element of the armour. The earliest
type of Japanese armours, called tanko, was of this
construction. This type was almost forgotten, only to
be reborn in the beginning of the 16th century.

Samurai Warrior with ''Naginata'' 1600-1867
Manufacturer: Pegaso
Scale: 90mm
Sculpted by: Viktor Konnov
Material: white metal
Price: $111.99
Available at Michigan Toy Soldier Co.
During the Genpei War (1180–1185) the naginata rose
to a position of particularly high esteem. Cavalry battles
had become more important by this time, and the naginata proved excellent at dismounting cavalry and disabling riders. The widespread adoption of the naginata
as a battlefield weapon forced the introduction of
greaves as a part of Japanese armor. The naginata saw
its final uses in combat in 1868 and 1876.

Samurai
Manufacturer: MiniArt Models
Size: 120mm
Sculpted by: unknown
Material: plastic
Price: $31.99
Available at Michigan Toy Soldier Co.
This kit looks like it has some nice detail for the
price!

Miyomoto Musashi
Manufacturer: Legion Miniatures
Size: 1:10 Scale Bust
Sculpted by: R. Vorobjov
Material: resin
Price: about $50.45
Available from Legion Miniatures.
Miyomoto Musashi was a Japanese swordsman, philosopher, strategist, writer and rōnin. Musashi, as he was
often simply known, became renowned through stories of
his unique double-bladed swordsmanship and undefeated record in his 61 duels .
18

The Lost Battalion
History in Miniatures
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Club website:
ncmssclub.org
Club Facebook:
NCMSS

B AC K P AG E
2019 NCMSS Officers
Commanding Officer
Burt Thompson 907-957-0607
thompsonnu84@gmail.com
Executive Officer
gyrinejoe@aol.com

Joe Bles

301-490-6769

Adjutant
David Hoffman
bpchasseur@comcast.net
Paymaster
Darci Hoffman
dkdickens-h@comcast.net

240-912-6499

240-912-6499

Show Chairman
Burt Thompson 907-957-0607
Thompsonnu84@gmail.com
Vendor Chairman Grant Berry 301-829-6110
Granthberry@aol.com
Webmaster
Mike Fleckenstein 540-498-0162
modlrfleck@yahoo.com
Dispatch Editor
David Hoffman
bpchasseur@comcast.net

240-912-6499
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Advertising Policy
The Dispatch does not accept paid
advertising; but will accept, without
obligation and on a “first come-first
served” + space available contingency,
business cards or ads for miniature, toy
soldier, plastic model and similar shows
submitted by NCMSS members of other
clubs, associations, or businesses that
the NCMSS has an association with.
Ads for shows must be submitted by
the 15th of the month for a show scheduled for the following month. Business
cards may be submitted for continuous
running, subject to space availability.
Members may also submit sale/want
ads as desired. Ads or business cards in
compliance with this policy and printed
in The Dispatch do not represent an
official endorsement by the NCMSS.;
nor does NCMSS endorse specific
shows or vendors.
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