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THE  D ISPATCH  

Your Support is 
Appreciated! 

In years past the NCMSS had commis-

sioned unique figures for our annual shows. 

Thanks to the generosity of member Bob Pro-

kop, the club can once again offer a special 

show figure to you. 

The figure is based on a famous Associat-

ed Press photo of a US Army infantryman on 

guard duty on Grassy Knoll in Guadalcanal, 

Solomon Islands during WWII on Jan 26, 1943. 

(The soldier in the photo has often been mis-

taken as a Marine.) Enter this figure in compe-

tition for a special prize at our 61st Annual 

Show on October 1. 

The resin figure is available in two sizes, 

75mm and 100mm. Visit our website for more 

info. 

Help us honor the heroes of the Guadalca-

nal Campaign. Order your copy and start paint-

ing today! — Darci H. 

MEETING NOTICE 

ONLINE MEETING 

August 20, 2022 

 @ 2:00 p.m. 
Link sent via email soon! 

The in-person meeting at 

Thomas Edison High School 

on August 24  

has been CANCELLED due to 

temporary school closure 

COMMANDER ’S CALL 
And as you all know - no 

show can go on without lots of 

volunteers, yes we need lots 

of volunteers, so please reach 

out to Dave or Darci with any 

questions and put your name 

on the list before we go into 

the “vol and told” mode! 

I hope to see you all 

soon, especially our new 

teammates, at one of our 

monthly meetings. Until then 

stay healthy, stay happy, take 

care of each other...and of 

course, Paint On!  

Burt T. 

NCMSS Commander 

Greetings to the entire 

NCMSS team! 
 As I always do, I thank 

Dave and Darci, and the many 

content contributors who 

make our monthly Dispatch 

possible! Their job is easier if 

you provide content! As you 

all start to paint your new 

figures or start your next build 

consider writing a how-to or 

take a few snaps to share. 

And since we honor history 

through art, when you are out 

there visiting historical sites 

take photos and consider 

writing a short summary or 

doing a short presentation 

during one of our monthly 

meetings. Also continue to 

bring in your projects, even if 

they are only a WIP, to show 

at the monthly parade ground. 

We have some talented artist 

for sure!  

As many of you know we 

are in full prep mode for our 

61st Annual Washington Show 

on 1 October, 0900-1700 at 

the Springfield, VA Hilton. Just 

over two months until execu-

tion time! Highlights include 

trophies, sponsored awards, 

ship/train/auto car club dis-

plays, raffle, hobby vendors, 

and much more.  

Bob Prokop has been 

busy printing and shipping our 

show figure commemorating 

the 80th Anniversary of Gua-

dalcanal. Sales are going well, 

what a great idea from Bob, I 

am sure we are testing his 3D 

printing skills. Can’t wait to 

see them on the display ta-

bles! If you haven’t already, 

get busy with purchasing (you 

can order online) and paint-

ing, then enter your figure in 

the show. Thanks Bob for all 

your hard work on this pro-

ject!  

https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
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Pre-meeting “chit-chat” 

[13:49-14:10] 

Guy talk: hunting with black 

powder, the accuracy of a 

musket.  

Call to Order & Club Business 

[14:10-14:30] 

Dave officially started the 

meeting. 

1.) Updated club on current 

status and Washington Show 

dates, website has been up-

dated with room reservation 

information, exhibit registra-

tion forms, PayPal payment 

options, rules, categories, etc. 

2.) Month of August no in-

person meeting. We’ll have a 

Zoom meeting instead.  

3.) NoVa IPMS donated $450 

to the NCMSS for our 61st 

Annual Show. Very generous 

and we sincerely appreciate 

their support.  

4.) Dave mentioned the World 

Model Expo will take place 

July 1-3. A number of model-

ers we know are going, includ-

ing our own Mike Pierce.  

5.) A good group of NCMSS 

members attended the MFCA 

show in Philadelphia. Bob 

Prokop received the Vietnam 

Theme award.  

Parade Ground 

[14:30-15:31] 

As usual, great submissions 

which took up the rest of the 

meeting. Dave shared the 

parade ground from the last 

in-person meeting and then 

everyone talked about their 

submissions for this meeting. 

Presentation 

[15:31-16:04] 

Michel Brasseur gave a great 

talk on painting flats. 

Meeting Adjourned 

[1604] 

Attendees 

Dick Perry, David Hoffman, 

Darci Hoffman, Rick Sanders, 

Mike Pierce, Michel Brasseur, 

Jack Thompson, Bob Huett-

ner, Nick Denardi, Jim Pratt, 

Jim Richey  

CLUB NEWS 
NCMSS Zoom Meeting — June 11, 2022 

June MOTM 
“Mug-of-the-Month” 

Jack Thompson  

Taxi de la Marne, 1914 

MEETING NOTICE 

ONLINE MEETING 

August 20, 2022 

 @ 2:00 p.m. 
Link sent via email soon! 

The in-person meeting at 

Thomas Edison High School 

on August 24  

has been CANCELLED due to 

temporary school closure 

Pre-meeting “chit-chat” 

[19:15-19:50] 

Call to Order & Club Business 

[19:50-20:14] 

Dave officially started the 

meeting  

1.) Month of August no in-

person meeting. We’ll have a 

Zoom meeting instead.  

2.) Burt gave a brief update 

on what he’ll be doing in prep-

aration for the show on Oct 1.  

3.) Burt thanked Bob for his 

work on the show figure. Bob 

is printing the figures at no 

expense to the club, so all 

proceeds support the show. 

4.) Burt thanked Glenn Merritt 

for helping him get the specs 

for the show medals that we’ll 

be ordering. 

5.) Burt called on everyone to 

get the word out and adver-

tise the show. 

6.) Dave mentioned that we 

put an ad on Facebook for the 

show figure. 

7.) Dave is recruiting judges 

for the show.  

8.) We’ll need volunteers for 

the front desk to register peo-

ple day of show. 

9.) Joe B. is downsizing so 

he’s decided to donate a 

number of his models and 

Osprey books to the club for 

the show. 

10.) Jim P. asked if we’ll be 

doing a virtual show again. 

 Dave says that a virtual show 

isn’t off the table, but they are 

a lot of work. 

Parade Ground 

[20:15-20:30] 

As usual, great submissions!  

Presentation 

[20:31-20:50] 

Dave gave a report on the 

APG show in Philly. 

Meeting Adjourned 

[20:50] 

Attendees 

David & Darci Hoffman, Bob 

Prokop, Zach Becker, Jack 

Thompson, Luis Andres, Jim 

Richey, Burt Thompson 

NCMSS In-Person Meeting — June 22, 2022 

https://www.wme2020.com/
https://www.wme2020.com/
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National Capital 
Model Soldier 

Society 
Member benefits include: 

 Friendly monthly meetings 

where we share our knowledge 

of history, painting, and model-

ing techniques 

 Monthly guest speakers 

 Monthly Dispatch newsletter 

 The NCMSS Washington Show  

 Affordable dues 

 

What are you waiting for? 

Welcome to the club! 

EVENTS  AND  PLACES 

ReaperCon is a 4-day convention celebrating the hobby of 

miniatures and miniatures painting!  

ReaperCon is held by Reaper Miniatures, one of the world's 

largest independent miniatures manufacturers. ReaperCon 

brings in some of the best talent in the miniatures and 

gaming industry - world-class sculptors, painters, and illus-

trators - and invites you to join us for four days of classes, 

seminars, games, and fun!  

One of the highlights of ReaperCon is the MSP Open Paint-

ing Competition. Painters from across the world come to 

ReaperCon in hopes of winning a Sophie Trophy! The MSP 

Open has various categories using the Open System of 

judging. Winners can compete for Gold, Silver, or Bronze 

medals in each category! 

This year, we'll return to the dungeon! Sharpen your sword 

and get your torches ready as we explore the dungeons of 

Barrowgate and the Westbarrow Hills! 

 

Join us September 1-4, 2022 for ReaperCon!  

 

We are pleased to announce that the 

Military Modeling Society of Illinois has 

graciously offered to host our 2022 

Auction, at their show, this October. 

The auction will take place at 3pm at 

the show. Remote bids will be accept-

ed. More information will follow. Until 

then, here is a sneak peek of a few of 

the pieces being offered (CLICK).  

https://www.reapermini.com
https://reapercon.com/artists-alley
https://reapercon.com/artists-alley
https://reapercon.com/reaper-u
https://reapercon.com/reaper-u
https://reapercon.com/mspopen
https://reapercon.com/mspopen
https://reapercon.com/contestrules
https://reapercon.com/contestrules
https://reapercon.com/setting
https://purchase.growtix.com/eh/ReaperCon_2022
https://reapercon.com/venue#lodging
https://reapercon.com/venue
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/apg-2022-auction/
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/apg-2022-auction/
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/apg-2022-auction/
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HOBBY  CALENDAR  2022 

If you know of any upcoming events that you would like people to know about, please contact Adjutant David Hoffman 

at bpchasseur@comcast.net and we’ll add the date to our calendar. 

JUL • Jul 1-3  —  World Model Expo 2022, Veldhoven, The Netherlands 

• Jul 20-23 —  2022 IPMS/USA National Convention, La Vista, Nebraska 

AUG • Aug 12-14 —  Kulmbach Zinnfigurenbörse - Flat Figures Show, Plassenburg, Kulmbach 

• Aug 31 - Sept 4  —  NOVA Open, Arlington, VA 

SEP • Sept 1-4  —  ReaperCon, Embassy Suites, Denton Convention Center, Denton, TX 

• Sept 23-24  — Barrage 2022, Harford Area Weekly Kriegspielers, Havre de Grace, MD 

OCT • Oct 1  —  NCMSS 61st Annual Washington Show, Springfield, VA 

• Oct 15-16  —  The Great Scale Model Train and RR Collectors Show, Timonium, MD 

• Oct 21-22  —  2022 Chicago Show, Military Miniature Society of Illinois, Schaumburg, IL 

NOV • Nov 4-6  —  Fall In! HMGS Historical Miniatures Gaming Society, Lancaster, PA 

Listening to 

Paint Dry with 

Mike & Dan 

Podcast 

Episode 48: Guarding 

the Display Case with 

David Powell  
“We're finally back and 

thank you to all of our listen-

ers for their patience. We 

shall reward you with a fan-

tastic conversation with an 

amazing artist and great per-

son, David Powell. David, 

thank you so much for sharing 

your painting journey with us. 

You can find David on Insta-

gram and on Twitter. 

Follow us on:  Instagram, Fa-

cebook, Youtube, and Twitter 

Drop us an email at: 
listeningtopaintdry@gmail.com  

“The journey to becom-

ing a Better, Braver, Happier 

Painter is a gift. Enjoy un-

wrapping it every day. Until 

next time.” —Mike D.  

EVENTS  AND  PLACES  ( C o n t i n u e d … )  

National D-Day Memorial 
Located in Bedford, VA 

Open Daily 10:00AM—5:00PM 

On June 6th, 1944 Unit-

ed States soldiers, in one of 

the most pivotal battles of 

World War II, invaded the 

French coastline in order to 

propel German soldiers out of 

Western Europe and lead the 

way for victory against the 

tyrants of that era. Dedicated 

on June 6th, 2001 by presi-

dent George W. Bush, the 

National D-Day Memorial was 

constructed in honor of those 

who died that day, fighting in 

one of the most significant 

battles in our nations history. 

The monument receives 

an average of 60,000 visitors 

a year and is a profound addi-

tion to America’s War Memori-

als. Visit The National D-Day 

Memorial website for more 

information. 

October 21 - 22, 2022 

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.wme2020.com/
https://ipmsusa2022.com/
https://www-chevalierdelenfance-com.translate.goog/infos-pratiques/bourses/194-kulmbach-zinnfigurenboerse?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc&_x_tr_sch=http
https://tabletop.events/conventions/nova-open-2022
https://reapercon.com/
https://tabletop.events/conventions/barrage-2022
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
https://www.gsmts.com/
http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/2022-chicago-show
https://www.hmgs.org/page/FIHome
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-48-guarding-the-display-case-with-david-powell/id1496893795?i=1000567410892
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-48-guarding-the-display-case-with-david-powell/id1496893795?i=1000567410892
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-48-guarding-the-display-case-with-david-powell/id1496893795?i=1000567410892
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-45-a-quick-trip-to-sweden-with-roglan-studios/id1496893795?i=1000553386101
https://www.instagram.com/minipainterdave/
https://www.instagram.com/minipainterdave/
https://twitter.com/MiniPainterDave
https://www.instagram.com/listeningtopaintdry/
https://www.facebook.com/Listening-To-Paint-Dry-with-Mike-and-Dan-100824338196510
https://www.facebook.com/Listening-To-Paint-Dry-with-Mike-and-Dan-100824338196510
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-Ivi5CRCxgKyHbkVpcZoZw/videos
https://twitter.com/DryListening
mailto:listeningtopaintdry@gmail.com
https://www.dday.org/
https://www.dday.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-Ivi5CRCxgKyHbkVpcZoZw/videos
https://www.instagram.com/listeningtopaintdry/
https://www.facebook.com/Listening-To-Paint-Dry-with-Mike-and-Dan-100824338196510
https://twitter.com/DryListening
https://www.gsmts.com/
http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/2022-chicago-show
https://reapercon.com/
https://reapercon.com/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
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PARADE GROUND 

June 22, 2022 

 Parade Ground Participants 
 

Jack Thompson, David Hoffman, 

Luis Fernando Andres, 

Jim Richey Zacharia Becker 

 

June “Mug-of-the-Month” 

WINNER 

Jack Thompson  

Taxi de la Marne, 1914 

JAC K  THOMP SON  

Jack mentioned how there are 

many myths surrounding wars, and the 

one about the Taxi’s saving Paris in 

1914 makes for a good story. Taxis did 

transport the 102nd and 104th regi-

ments to the battle, but when they got 

there they were put in the reserves, so 

they didn’t participate in the battle and 

didn’t have any impact on the outcome. 

Nevertheless, it makes for a good story. 

Jack took the ICM 54mm kit (from 

Ukraine), featuring a 1907 Renault Taxi, 

and added a Historex dog, a sculpted 

goose, and replaced the kit flag with 

lead foil. He remarked how well detailed 

the kit was, including many delicate 

parts, and how the accuracy was great 

based on surviving vehicles.  



6 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

June 2022,  Vol .  61 ,  Issue 6  

PARADE GROUND 

JAC K  THOMP SON  ( C O N T I N U E D )  
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PARADE GROUND 

DAVI D  HOF FMAN  

Just completed for the Artist Preservation Group 

exhibit at the Museum of the American Revolution in 

Philadelphia. This 75mm Revolutionary War 6-pounder 

and crew are from Mike Stelzel of the Artist Preserva-

tion Group, who sponsored the exhibit. Mr. Metal Buf-

fable Brass for the gun tube, Scale Artist Acrylics for 

cannon clothing, and oils for flesh tones, along with dry 

brushing and staining the metallic parts.  

Both are limited edition kits from Mike. 
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PARADE GROUND 

LU I S  FER NA N DO  AN DR ES  

True to form, Luis brought in some 28mm figures.  

They depict two Spanish religious and military orders 

from the 12th and 13th centuries. The mounted figure 

is from the Santiago Order named after the Patron 

Saint of Spain, "Santiago" (St. James the Greater). 

Their initial objective was to protect the pilgrims on the 

Way of St. James, to defend Christendom, and to re-

move the Muslim Moors from the Iberian Peninsula. 

The Order of Calatrava was the first military order 

founded in Castile. They also fought the Moors in 

Spain. Painted in acrylics. As usual, Luis’s attention to 

detail and painting are superb. 
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PARADE GROUND 

J I M  R I CH EY  

Fresh from it’s debut at the APG Show in Philadel-

phia, Jim’s turtle was previously featured in Parade 

Ground but many may not have seen it. The Turtle is 

one of the first submarines that tried to sink a British 

vessel in Boston Harbor in 1775. Sadly, it failed but 

was an ingenious contraption and makes for a great 

model in1/35 scale. Most of the parts were very brittle 

and Jim replaced quite a few, including bending an 

soldering all the wiring himself. He also had to make 

the cutaway to show the inside. I can attest it garnered 

many comments and questions at the show, such as 

“what the hell is it”. Nice piece of history beautifully 

rendered and appreciated by fellow modelers. 
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PARADE GROUND 

ZAC HA R IA  BE C K E R  

Work in Progress of a Russian Hussar from the 

Sumy Hussar Regiment in 1805. Underneath the Blue 

Pelisse would have been a yellow Dolman jacket. The 

Regiment changed that to Red in 1809 as the Yellow 

proved very difficult to be kept clean on campaign. 

Zach has been using Golden So Flat acrylics, which he 

likes but have been difficult to use for his Non Metallic 

Metal (NMM) approach as they dry so flat! He has also 

used inks in this project. So far, so good! 



11 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

June 2022,  Vol .  61 ,  Issue 6  

PARADE GROUND 

Virtual Meeting 

June 11, 2022 

 Parade Ground Participants 

Dave Hoffman, Rick Sanders, Jim Rich-

ey, Luis Ugarte, Michael Pierce, Robert 

Huettner, Dick Perry 

DAVI D  HOF FMAN  

Primed and ready to paint, Dave brought in the 

current Washington Show figure, both 75mm and 

100mm versions. Dave broke the bayonet, so Bob is 

kindly bringing a new one to the next meeting. The parts 

are very nicely done, but use caution when snipping off 

the sprues. The fit is excellent but as always when a 

figure is holding something, in this case a rifle in both 

arms, dry fitting and some adjustment is required. The 

sling, helmet straps, and bayonets are a little fragile. 

Watch out for the charging handle on the receiver too. 

Thank you Bob for doing such an excellent job pro-

ducing this figure! 

R I C K  SA N DER S  

Rick shared his new book which is just 

being published titled Banners of the Teutonic 

Order and the Polish-Lithuanian Army and Their 

Allies at Tannenberg in 1410: Illustrated with 

Flat Tin Figures. This book features Zinnfiguren 

or ‘flat tin figures’ of the "banners" (divisions or 

battles) at the 1410 Battle of Tannenberg and 

their more than 100 different flags. It will be 

available for purchase in Kulmbach, Germany, 

in August. If you’re not attending Kulmbach you 

can pre-order it now in English. 

(Editor’s note: Darci & Dave have their 

copy and it’s exceedingly well done. Congratula-

tions Rick on putting together a wonderful refer-

ence.) 
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PARADE GROUND 

R I C K  SA N DER S  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

Bavarian Line Infantry Regi-

ments & two Light Bns., 1806-13, 

the units with similar facing colors 

were distinguished by the color of 

their buttons. All 30mm flats, mostly 

produced by Wolfgang Hafer and 

other Bavarian "editors", and all 

painted with oils. 

3rd Prinz Karl or 6th Herzog Wilhelm Line Inf. Regt., 1806-

13 (pink facings) Rick noted that many of these units were deci-

mated in the 1812 campaign. 

4th Sachsen-Hildburghausen or 8th Herzog Pius Line Inf. Regt,, 

1806-13 (yellow facings including collars) 

3rd Prinz Karl or 6th Herzog Wilhelm Line Inf. 

Regt., 1806-13 (red facings)  
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PARADE GROUND 

R I C K  SA N DER S  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

Light Infantry Battalion No. 3 Bern-

clau or No. 4 Theobald, 1806-13) 

green coats, black facings) 

11th Line Inf. Regt. Kinkel or 

13th Line Inf. Regt., 1811-13 
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PARADE GROUND 

J I M  R I CH EY  

A work in progress from 

Jim. A popular bust where one 

can practice the challenging 

Object Source Lighting tech-

nique. Jim is a brave soul! Jim 

may put it in a shadowbox as 

well. 

LU I S  UGA RTE  

“Resin figure of 75 mm of the Scale 

75 brand painted with acrylics and corre-

sponding to a French infantryman of the 

Agenois Regiment, 1779. 

 

Greetings from Zaragoza, Spain” 
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PARADE GROUND 

M I CH A EL  P I ERC E  

Mike has finished his Molly Pitcher diorama, 

which we have seen progress through previous Pa-

rade Grounds and on Facebook. Great animation 

and execution, along with the drama of telling the 

story. Mr. Metal buffable Brass was used for the 

cannon from Monarch, and Historex heads for the 

figures. The rest of the figures were sculpted by 

Mike. The cannon is resting on an image depicting 

the scene. Nice touch! 
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PARADE GROUND 

RO B E RT  HU ETTN ER  

Photos of the Bismarck, as a work in progress. One 

of photos shows the kit provided quad 20mm AA guns 

and the aftermarket one which has about 20 parts. 

Tons of photo etched parts and Bob practically rebuilt 

the Tamiya model above the deck. The base will eventu-

ally become an ocean. 
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PARADE GROUND 

RO BERT  HU ETTN ER  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

The Bismarck, minus its aircraft and some other odds 

and ends. Going back to figures now this is done. Bob used 

Styrofoam insulation for the base, then airbrushed alumi-

num foil for the ware followed by dry brushing.. A cheaper 

alternative to resin and very convincing! The paint scheme is 

from the 21st and 22nd of May, after the camouflage and 

swastikas were removed. 
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PARADE GROUND 

RO BERT  HU ETTN ER  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

Bob’s latest project working on two 

Polish Lancers, one for himself and one 

from a friend. along with “photos of my 

grandson working on Bumble Bee. Having 

fun and growing the next generation.” 
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PARADE GROUND 

D I C K  PERRY  

Dick finished his Royal Rifle Corps figure, a Tradition 

90mm figure from the 70s. He has the cap badge in his 

collection and scanned and reduced a copy for the figure. 

He is also working on a Horse Grenadier of the Imperial 

Guard using the old Aurora 1/12 Lone Ranger horse and 

Airfix Old Guard Grenadier, along with extensive other modi-

fications using sheet led, electrical tape for reins, and en-

larging Historex parts using his printer. Below are a couple 

of Historex projects with reference material in back along 

with a picture of his very tidy work area! 
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DISPATCHES  FROM  ACROSS  THE  POND  
C o u r t e s y  o f  R o b i n  J .  H o w a r d   

Robin Recommends... 

By Martin Fricker  Monday 13.06.2022 (Daily Mirror, UK) 

One of Britain’s last D-Day veterans, whose bravery herald-

ed the beginning of the end for Hitler, has died aged 98. 

Jack Woods served with the 9th Royal Tank Regiment and 

later became a campaigner for veterans. He was applauded by 

world leaders including Gordon Brown and Barack Obama when 

he was given France’s highest honour, the Legion d’Honneur at a 

ceremony in Normandy in 2009. 

Brave Jack, from Norwich, was just 18 when he signed up to 

fight in 1942. Within two years, on June 6, 1944, he landed on a 

Normandy beach as part of D-Day, the largest amphibious as-

sault ever launched. The invasion force consisted of 156,000 

soldiers, with over 4,400 Allied troops killed on D-Day itself. 

In a 2015 interview Jack recalled: “We sailed for Normandy 

during a storm and I was sick as a dog. All I wanted to do was die 

as the LST [Landing Ship Tank] we were on did everything but 

sink. It didn’t take me long to realise that we were killing people 

that were just like us — ordinary young lads. I thought right there 

and then, ‘This is not right.’ When you live through something 

like that it lives with you forever. I feel the presence of those who 

died there when I am in Normandy. I hear them. They do not 

want to be forgotten.” 

Jack was involved in the crossing of the Orne and Seine 

rivers, which were crucial to winning the Battle of Normandy for 

the Allies. He spent the rest of his war in France, Belgium, the 

Netherlands, and Italy, including serving at Dieppe, Arnhem and 

in the Ardennes. 

After the war, Jack ran a catering supplies company and 

ownded two shoe shops in Norwich. He became secretary of the 

Norwich and Norfolk Normandy Veterans Association and organ-

ised annual coach trips to take veterans back to the D-Day 

beaches. 

Jack died in the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital, 

just two days before the 78th anniversary of D-Day. He is sur-

vived by son John and grandchildren Andrew, 29 and Bethany, 

26.  

John said: “Whatever he did, he did it with 110% effort and 

he was a true man of the people. My dad taught me what being 

a good man is all about. He made such a difference to so many 

people. I am so proud of him.” 

THE UNTOLD STORY 

How the Hollywood star 

helped bring down 

the Nazis. 

The incredible true story of 

young Audrey Hepburn 

under fire in World War Two.  

From her secret past as a re-

sistance fighter to the ordeal of 

the Hunger Winter of 1944, 

Dutch Girl is an explosive 

account of Audrey Hepburn’s 

early life.  

Available from a bookseller near you 

By Josh Salisbury 31 March 2022 (Evening Standard) 

soldier in the Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment suffered a 

mishap after falling off his horse in Hyde Park on Thursday. 

The soldier tumbled from his horse during a practice run for the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June. 

Pictures showed the unfortunate soldier laying on the ground 

in ceremonial costume after the fall. He had been participating in 

an inspection by the General Officer Commanding the Household 

Division, Major General Christopher Ghika, which involved around 

170 horses and personnel.  

The regiment, which has barracks in Hyde Park, represents 

the Monarch and the nation at key ceremonial events. The Major 

General’s annual inspection is the ultimate test for one of the Brit-

ish Army’s most senior regiments, particularly ahead of the Jubilee. 

Members of the Household Cavalry have previously suffered 

similar accidents, such as in 2015, when a trumpeter also fell off 

his horse during the annual inspection. 

Soldier falls off his horse during 
rehearsals for Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations 
The Household Cavalry soldier was pictured tumbling 
off his horse at the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee rehearsal 
in Hyde Park 

A 
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“The Artist Preservation Group is a gathering 

of like-minded historical artists whose mission 

is to...aide in the preservation and restoration 

of threatened historical sites and/or artifacts.” 

For more information visit 

WORTHY  READS  

B O O K  R E V I E W  B Y  D R .  M I C H A E L  D .  T H O M A S  

Weapons of the 

Romans  

by Michael Feugère, 288pp, 

Tempus Publishing Ltd., 2002  

 

Michael Feugère is a 

well-known French archaeolo-

gist who specialises in the 

Roman military. This book 

was originally published in 

French, in 1993. The transla-

tion is a good one, with none 

of the poor use of words that 

identifies a foreign hand at-

tempting to produce ‘native’ 

English! It is contemporary 

with the work by Bishop and 

Coulston (entitled ‘Roman 

Military Equipment’) and com-

parisons made between the 

two are perhaps inevitable. 

Thus, both books cover the 

same period, from ancient 

Rome to the late Empire. Both 

are also well illustrated but 

the B&C work uses line draw-

ings exclusively while the 

Feugère book employs a mix-

ture of monotone pictures, 

line art and photographs. 

The big advantage of the 

book under review is that it is 

available, while it is now ex-

tremely difficult to find the 

work by Bishop and Coul-

ston*. However, because of 

the 1993 publication, some of 

the information it contains is 

out of date. In the section on 

lorica segmentata armour, for 

example, he says that it dates 

from Claudian times (whereas 

we now know it is rather earli-

er than this – Augustan in 

fact). Also, quite understanda-

bly, what Feugère writes has 

an inevitable Gallic bias. 

Hence his use of finds from 

French sites alone as illustra-

tion of lorica segmentata ar-

mour, even though pieces of 

this armour are almost un-

known in a French context, 

being far more common from 

British and Rhine/Danube 

locations. Also, he uses the 

Continental designation for 

helmet types, rather than that 

devised by H. Russell-

Robinson, so instead of 

‘Imperial Gallic’ we get 

‘Weisenau’. 

These are, however, 

quite minor points. The book 

reads well and contains a 

great deal of very useful infor-

mation. On the downside, the 

way it is set out is rather 

cramped and the inclusion of 

some of the information is a 

little difficult to justify (why 

waste half a page on a draw-

ing of the legionary camp at 

Neuss when the book is sup-

posed to be about military 

equipment?) One interesting 

idea is the use of passages 

(in translation) from the an-

cient writers to illustrate fea-

tures. These are contained 

within boxes on the page, so 

they do not interfere with the 

main text. 

Given that this is just 

about ‘the only game in town’, 

it is a good buy. There is now 

such a huge amount of Ro-

man military gear known and 

consequently an enormous 

literature on the subject, that 

it would be difficult to include 

more than a tiny fraction of it 

all in a ‘general’ book such as 

this one. Feugère has done a 

good job here of selection. If 

there is a fault it lies in the 

fact that clearly the opportuni-

ty has not been taken here to 

update the text. 

A second edition of the 

Bishop & Coulston book is 

now available. —MDT 

Buk's Historical Ad Hockery          24 May 2022 
 

Recommended reading… 

Future Proofing the Profession: The Importance of  

Military History 

 

“The study of military history must therefore inform the long-term development of the military profes-

sional to provide a universal experience and to improve performance. In this way, military history sup-

ports professionals in understanding context, past successes and failures, and the causation and/or 

correlation between actions. The long-term development of a military professional must include the 

study of military history as it provides a ready reckoner for military professionals that informs their 

decisions, actions, and future intent.” — McLeod William Wood  

https://artistpreservationgroup.com/
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/
http://jeffshiu.lsft.com/
http://jeffshiu.lsft.com/
https://cove.army.gov.au/article/future-proofing-profession-importance-military-history
https://cove.army.gov.au/article/future-proofing-profession-importance-military-history


22 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

June 2022,  Vol .  61 ,  Issue 6  

Dear fellow collectors, 

A new book featuring Zinnfiguren or ‘flat tin figures’ is being pub-

lishing and will be available for purchase starting this July and which 

you can pre-order now. It is available in German or English, the pictures 

here are from the English edition, titled “Banners of the Teutonic Order 

and the Polish-Lithuanian Army and Their Allies at Tannenberg in 1410: 

Illustrated with Flat Tin Figures”. 

This new book is about the “banners” (divisions) and flags of the 

armies at that historic 1410 Battle of Tannenberg - or Grunwald as it is 

called in Poland - and the Zinnfiguren representing the more than 100 

different flags. The book contains over 100 color photos of Zinnfiguren 

with the flags of the Teutonic Order, the Polish-Lithuanian Army and 

their allies’ standard-bearers painted by a number of collectors. It also 

presents plates with the flags of both armies and of the Polish and 

Lithuanian coats of arms. The book includes images from the Codex 

Bergshammar, a 15th century armorial that appears to have not been 

known to previous authors on this subject, giving new insight into 

Polish flags and coats of arms.  

The book is 104 pages in A4 format, softbound and contains more 

than 200 color images. It will be available at the August 2022 

Kulmbacher Zinnfiguren Börse (Fair) for €35.00.  

If you are going to the Börse/Fair, stop by the Levec/Heiß-

Hasala/Sanders stand (D-1) in the “Bierstadl” (big beer tent) to pur-

chase your copy of the German or English edition, but It would be best 

to reserve a copy now. 

If you are not attending the event, contact Rick Sanders to order 

your copy and please indicate your name, email address, mailing ad-

dress, and whether you want the English or German edition. For pur-

chasers outside the EU and in the UK and US wanting a copy mailed, 

there will be an additional cost of € 9.00 to cover packaging and ship-

ping, for a total price of €44.00 ($46.19 / £37.80). Mailing of the book 

would be from Germany and should begin in early July. 

For U.S. purchasers, payment would be preferred in form of a per-

sonal check to Richard Sanders, mailed to the address below. PayPal, 

Venmo and other options may be possible upon coordination with the 

undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Rick Sanders 

31 Silver Darter Lane 

Candler, NC 28715 USA 

Email: ricksanderszf@gmail.com 

PayPal account : ricksan_52@hotmail.com – Please use “friend-to-

friend” or “gift” option for payment to avoid business fees since this is 

a hobby endeavor. 

mailto:ricksanderszf@gmail.com
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The Lost Battalion 
History in Miniatures 

Bring your dioramas 

to Life! 

HONORING  A PATRIOT  
by Mike Stelzel, USMCr (ret) 

branches either maintained 

black or mixed race identities, 

passed as white (Melungeon 

or Portuguese) or fully em-

braced Native American 

(Lumbee or Tuscarora) identi-

ties. Additionally, as the Cum-

bo family grew, so did varia-

tions of the name which ex-

panded to Cumba, Cumbee, 

Cumby, Cumbia, Cumboe, 

Cumbow, Combo, Cumber 

and others. 

The Cumbos are recog-

nized throughout American 

history. Cumbos fought in the 

Revolutionary War. The 

names of Daniel Cumbo, John 

Cumbo, Michael Cumbo, Pe-

ter Cumbo and Richard Cum-

bo are memorialized on a 

commemorative headstone 

located in Jamestown, VA, 

dedicated to “Men of Col-

or…Patriots who served in 

support of our nation’s war 

Many tears ago my 

daughter Gretchen was trying 

to build a family tree. Her 

research uncovered that she 

and her sister, through their 

mother, were related to a 

Portuguese slave brought to 

Jamestown in the 1600s. At 

the time we didn’t pursue it 

as Gretchen’s thought her 

research had a few holes in it. 

A couple years ago my oldest 

Annie and her mother did the 

23 and Me DNA thing and 

with those results, and Ances-

tory.com the info was con-

firmed. And thus started my 

amateur research into their 

family’s history but especially 

their military history. And boy 

was I surprised. But first, 

more background. 

 

A Brief History of the 

Cumbo Family, Copied 

from the Cumbo Family 

website 
The origins of our Cumbo 

family in America begin with 

Emanuell Cambow, a black 

man from Angola, Africa who 

arrived in Jamestown, VA 

sometime in the 1600s likely 

on a Portuguese slave ship 

pirated by the British and re-

directed to the Virginia Colo-

ny. He first appears in Jame-

stown documents in Septem-

ber 1644 when he is made 

an indentured servant by the 

Virginia Assembly. He was 

freed from indentured servi-

tude in 1665, granted 50 

acres of land in James City 

County on April 18 1667 and 

started a family. People who 

can trace their Cumbo ances-

try to the colonial period in 

America (1607-1763) likely 

descend from Emanuell. 

Emanuell Cambow’s 

descendants lived on as free 

people of color and intermar-

ried with whites and Native 

Americans throughout the 

Virginia and coastal North 

Carolina areas through the 

colonial period of America. As 

a result, over successive gen-

erations, many Cumbo family 

for independence.” The story 

of Edith Cumbo, as a free 

woman of color born in 1735 

to Richard Cumbo, the grand-

son of Emanuell Cambow, is 

featured in Colonial Williams-

burg. Native American Henry 

Berry Lowery born in 1848 to 

Mary Polly Cumbo is consid-

ered by many as a pioneer in 

the fight for civil rights and 

Native American tribal self-

determination. 

A Note on the Jame-

stown Monument 
Stephen Cumbo is not 

listed on the monument in 

Jamestown honoring other 

members of the family from 

Virginia. He was part of the 

family that moved to North 

Carolina and eventually set-

tled in South Carolina. Like 

the other Cumbo family mem-

bers documented, he had an 

South Carolina Militiaman 1781 by Mike Stelzel 

https://www.michtoy.com/
https://www.michtoy.com/Clearance-New Release.html
https://evandesigns.com/
https://www.tlbminiatures.com/store/c15/New_Releases.html
https://www.tlbminiatures.com/about.html
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interesting history while serv-

ing down south. The docu-

ment, copied here, verifies his 

service. 

South Carolina Au-

dited Accounts relating 

to Stephen Cumbo  
Transcribed by Will Graves1  

A) Pension Application 

Testimonial 

“To the Honorable the 

General Assembly of the 

State of South Carolina, now 

in Session  

The petition of the under-

signed at present an inhabit-

ant of the District of Edgefield 

respectfully Sheweth – that 

your petitioner was a Soldier 

in the revolutionary War, that 

he faithfully Served his Coun-

try under Various officers 

from an early Period of that 

War, to the Happy Conclusion 

thereof – that he served as a 

Volunteer, at the Siege of 

Savannah, in General William-

son’s [Andrew Williamson’s] 

Brigade, that on the fall of 

Charleston [Charleston South 

Carolina fell to the British on 

May 12, 1780] in __ he 

Joined the friends of the 

peal is Supported by Justice, 

& flatters himself will be so 

Considered, vouchers to sus-

tain the facts herein set forth 

are in possession of your 

Petitioner and will be handed 

to those to whom your Honor-

able Body may think proper to 

direct, and hopes then that 

your Honors will order me 

relief by Placing me on the list 

of your Pensioners for the 

short Time I may be permitted 

to sojourn amongst you. Shall 

in duty bound shall ever pray 

As.? 25 1827 [could be 

1829]  

Test S/ Edmund Gee 

 

 

 

 

 

S/ Stephen X Cumbo,  

  (X his mark) 

B) Pension Certification2  

“Siege of Savannah Sep-

tember 16-October 9, 1779 

Columbia, South Carolina 5th 

March 182X [last digit miss-

ing]  

I do hereby Certify that 

Stephen Cumbo was an en-

listed Soldier in Captain 

Thomas Harvey’s Company of 

State Troops belonging to a 

Regiment raised under the 

Orders of Governor Rutledge 

[John Rutledge] & Command-

ed by me, that he was enlist-

ed for ten months, & Served 

that time faithfully and re-

ceived his discharge after its 

Expiration, he was in the bat-

tle of Eutaw [Eutaw Springs, 

September 8, 1781] and in 

the expedition carried against 

the Cherokee Indians by Gen-

eral Pickens [Andrew Pickens] 

in the latter part of the Revo-

lutionary War, date not now 

remembered; his name will 

be found on the Payroll of 

that Regiment attached to the 

Company Commanded by 

HONORING  A PATRIOT  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

1. (Transcriber’s Notes) Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of 

the database…  The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AA) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/. To find the AA for a specific 

person, click on the “Just take me to the search page” link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” box followed by a comma and the 

person’s Christian name. The “SC” file number shown on this transcript has been assigned by the administrator of this website for indexing purposes 

only and is not an officially recognized file number.  

2. http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/  

Country, & went with them to 

North Carolina & Continued in 

service as a Volunteer, until 

Colonel Samuel Hammond 

was authorized to raise a 

Regiment of Regular State 

Dragoons when he Enlisted in 

that Regiment, in which he 

served to the Expiration of 

that term, & was honorably 

Discharged – & was again 

immediately engaged to 

Serve for three years or Dur-

ing the War in a New Regi-

ment of Horse ordered to be 

raised in this State to be Com-

manded by Colonel S. Ham-

mond, but which was dis-

charged Shortly after, in con-

sequence of Peace being 

made – Your petitioner re-

ceived several Slight Wounds 

in these Services, but not 

such as were, while Young, 

injurious as to induce him to 

apply for a pension as Others 

more Severely afflicted Were 

reduced to do: but now that 

he is Old & Otherwise infirm & 

helpless & with all Very poor, 

he is Constrained to Ask for 

Some pecuniary aid for his 

Support & humbly Considers 

that he may approach your 

Honorable body in confi-

dence, believing that his ap-

Patriot men of color who served during the Revolutionary War from Charles City County, Virginia 

http://www.lastcavalry.com/
https://www.fallouthobbies.com/
https://www.fallouthobbies.com/
https://scale75usa.com/collections/monthly-new-releases/products/the-choice
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/
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The 
Little 

Tin 
Soldier 

Purveyors of Flat Figurines 

TheLittleTinSoldier.com 

SUMMER 
SALE 

 10% 0FF 
Good until July 31 

axes, one small shovel plow, 

Deponent further swears that 

he has eight persons in family 

besides himself, 5 of them 

are unable to support them-

selves  

– sworn to before me 

28th of November 1827 

S/ Benj. Bawls, QU 

S/ Stephen Cumbo, X his 

mark  

HONORING  A PATRIOT  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

Captain Jesse Johnson, if 

those are yet preserved of 

Record.  

Given under my hand 

this 6th day of March 1827, 

South Carolina Richland Dis-

trict, Personally appeared 

Stephen Cumbo and 

[undeciphered word] oath 

that the following is all the 

property both real and per-

sonal that he is worth viz. has 

possession of one hundred 

acres of pineland, the title of 

which is doubtful, one ox two 

years old, two Potts, one 

Dutch oven, half dozen Earth-

en plates, one dish [?], & One 

Bold, Two beds with furniture, 

all quite indifferent, 3 small 

Additional Research 

Vouchers dating from 

June 9, 1828 and ending 2nd 

January 1834 indicate that 

the veteran was placed on the 

pension list at the rate of $60 

per annum.  

It appears that Stephen 

served as a soldier and not as 

a servant as some might sus-

pect. One document above 

states that he was wounded 

but not disabled at the time. 

Further research showed that 

a Stephen Cumbo also served 

in the militia in the War of 

1812, but no unit or battles 

appear in his records. The 

British had raided the coast of 

North Carolina and his unit 

may have been sent to de-

fend South Carolina coast, 

I should note too that 

some of these records don’t 

coincide. I’ve found different 

birth dates in couple of the 

documents, but other info 

leads me to believe that they 

are the same person. The 

same wife appears as do the 

children listed and on the 

family tree on Ancestory.com 

(Ancestory.com could have 

some errors because you 

don’t always know what 

sources the researcher used.) 

I chose to go with the most 

common findings. Regardless 

there is no doubt that a Ste-

phen Cumbo was a soldier in 

the Revolution and that my 

daughters are his direct de-

scendants. I am still research-

ing the units that he served in 

for more information. 

The Figure 

All of this piqued my in-

terest and I got obsessed with 

doing something to honor not 

only Stephen, but all the com-

mon men that fought for what 

would become our great na-

tion. I have no idea what Ste-

The Battle of Eutaw Springs, South Carolina –1781 (Wikipedia) 

phen looked like or what he 

wore. After further research I 

discovered that units under 

Hammond were described as 

State Light Dragoons and 

Horse. That could mean any-

thing. However, I already had 

an idea of what I wanted and 

much of the sculpt was com-

plete as a simple soldier, so I 

decided to keep what I had.  

My best guess is that he 

probably was accoutered with 

whatever was available. As a 

Dragoon he could have had a 

sabre, pistols, a helmet, and 

spurs as per Troiani (left). As 

a simple militiaman it could 

be anything. American, 

French, British, or German the 

most common. I have no idea 

what the logistics where like 

https://gaelhobbies.com/
http://thelittletinsoldier.com/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=31&products_id=108
http://thelittletinsoldier.com
https://www.sabotminiatures.com/British-Infantry-ca-1777-American-Revolutionary-p/smfb009.htm
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Birch Tree Enterprises 
First Choice in Display Bases 

John Jefferies 
Phone: (516) 662-5281  E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com 

Memorial to Samuel Hammond, Capt. of Minute-

men, Col. of Cavalry under Gen. Geo. Washington, 

Evans, Georgia. Stephen Cumbo served under 

Hammond’s command in S. Carolina. 

Honoring History Lest 

Heroes Be Forgotten 

In Evans, Georgia there is 

a Memorial to Samuel Ham-

mond, Stephen’s commander 

in South Carolina.  

Hammond’s unit was 

present at the Battles at Au-

gusta, Blackstock's Farm, 

Cowpens, Eutaw Springs, 

Guilford Courthouse, Hanging 

Rock, and Kings Mountain. 

Portions of Hammonds unit 

also fought quite a few sepa-

rate actions in SC. There is 

also a chance that he fought 

alongside Francis Marion, the 

Swamp Fox. 

Many of the leaders from 

HONORING  A PATRIOT  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

in SC at the time, but I doubt they 

were great, and equipment and 

clothing quickly wore out.  

When I started, I chose to 

attire my guy in simple civilian 

clothes and common equipment. 

He carries a Charleville musket, 

very common with Patriot Forces, 

sans bayonet, and with a more 

useful camp axe/hatchet. Although 

he carries a cartridge box, he also 

maintains a powder horn for extra 

powder. A common canteen and 

haversack fill out his kit. His cloth-

ing consists of a civilian coat and 

waistcoat along with civilian trou-

sers, sometimes called workers 

trousers. Not uncommon is his 

lack of shoes. His hat is a common 

felt round hat. 

the Revolutionary War have 

been immortalized with mon-

uments like Hammond’s. They 

are remembered with statues 

and street names. However, 

countless brave patriots who 

fought with those leaders 

never received such recogni-

tion, their words and deeds 

lost to history.  

Stephen Cumbo was one 

of those common soldiers 

whose contributions have yet 

to be recognized in history. 

Perhaps his story will one day 

be known. Until then, my sim-

ple effort to honor Stephen’s 

patriotic service will have to 

suffice...for now. —Mike S. 

http://armandbayardi.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
https://unitedempireminiatures.com/
https://unitedempireminiatures.com/
https://alkemscalemodels.biz/
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THREE PAINTINGS 
M E E T I N G  P R E S E N TAT I O N  B Y  M I C H E L  B R A S S E U R  

oday I’m going to describe for you 

my painting of my last three flat 

projects.  

 

• Ottoman Archers/Standard Bearer 

• The Man in the Gold Helmet 

• Hernan Cortez 

Group of Five Ottomans  
I bought this set of Ottomans from 

the United States about three months 

ago. The detail looked nice. Since I’m in 

Turkey (and my wife is Turkish), I was 

inspired to paint some Ottoman soldiers 

from the 17th century. 

These five 30mm flats are from the  

editor Wilken in Germany (acquired on 

Ebay-USA): 

• 1x Standard bearer (‘bayrak 

taşıyıcı’) engraved by H. Lecke 

• 2x Janissary archers (‘yeniçeri 

okçu’) engraved by H. Lecke. Infan-

tryman belonging to the Sultan. 

• 2x Sipahis archers (‘timarli sipahis’) 

engraved by H. Walz. They are 

horsemen, not heavy knights. 

I decided to put the standard bearer 

in the middle, with the archers on both 

sides. 

At the time Turkish recurve compo-

site bows were known to be very power-

ful weapons (to 400 to 800 yards). The 

bows on the figures were engraved as 

round (flat bows) so I reshaped them into 

recurve bows before starting to paint. 

Lighting 
When painting flats you need to 

decide where the light should be coming 

from. It’s important for flats because the 

three dimensional effects are given by 

light (Figure 2). The worst light is when it 

comes from, say, a camera flash from 

the front. 

You have here the different these 

flats if the light comes from the left or 

top side. Once you decide the direction 

of the light source, paint all of them in 

the grouping the same way. Usually I 

paint 30mm figures from the left, de-

pending on the subject. For example, 

with most busts you’ll want to best high-

light the sculpture of the face and you 

would select the direction of the light 

source accordingly. 

For these Ottoman figures the vol-

ume effect of the banner looked best 

from the left, rather than the right. 

Color, Shadow, & Highlights 
The next step is to decide on color. 

This of course, is based on historical 

research. Below (Figure 3) is the progres-

sive work in the painting process. On the 

left you have the flat prepared and pol-

ished. The base has been reworked also, 

with the front trimmed and the back side 

filed to a very sharp edge, like a knife. 

This allows me to insert the flat into the 

frame. I don’t paint the two sides, I’m too 

old to do that. It would take me double 

the time and today we would only rarely 

look at the other side unless it’s a part of 

a diorama. 

The question was asked if the light 

source used to determine the best light-

ing direction for the flat was  at about a 

90° angle. Yes, but note that because 

the subject is flat and not round, shining 

a light from the side can only give you an 

idea of where the “hot spots” of light 

should appear on your flat. You have to 

do a lot of additional work to add the 

illusion of depth by exaggerating areas of 

casted shadow. For instance, you would 

add shadows cast by an arm, leg, or 

scabbard to give it the illusion of dis-

tance from the rest of the figure. 

Checking for Volume 
A good way to check your “volume 

effect” as you’re adding colors is to peri-

odically photograph the piece in color 

and then convert it to black & white (see 

Figure 4, next page). The b&w picture 

will allow you to check the effect more 

than the color will, since the color does 

During our June 11th online meet-

ing, members were treated to a lesson 

on painting flats by our own Michel Bras-

seur of Belgium from his home in south-

ern Turkey. Michel described three of his 

recent projects, sharing some of the 

techniques he used to bring these flats 

to life. Please note, the following is a 

synopsis from notes taken during the 

meeting. Any omissions or errors are 

entirely the fault of Dispatch staff.  

T 
Select the direction of the light source. 

Figure 1. Group of five Ottomans 

Figure 3. Progression of painting the Standard Bearer 
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MICROWORLD 

GAMES,LLC 

Your only option for 

everything hobby 

THE MODEL CELLAR 

We produce a range of figures, busts, 

and accessories with a special interest 

in The Great War, 1914-1918  

THREE  PAINTINGS  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

not produce volume (depth); 

it’s the value of the color, not 

the color itself. 

I perform a final review 

specifically looking for areas 

of the flat where you would 

expect to see shadows, add-

ing them in as needed and 

examining the flat to identify 

areas where the highlights are 

not sufficient or weak. En-

hancing the highlights also 

helps to add volume to the 

painting. This process may 

take over a week to finalize 

adjustments. 

The Man with the 

Golden Helmet 
About one year ago I 

received a pre-release Jupiter 

Miniatures flat (Figure 5) of a 

new figure based on “The 

Man with the Golden Helmet” 

which was thought to have 

been a Rembrandt work. In 

1985 experts reattributed the 

painting to someone in Rem-

brandt’s school, probably a 

student. Not long after obtain-

ing the flat, I discovered an-

other editor had made a flat 

of the same subject. 

Figure 6 is the bust en-

graved by Frank Dittmar. The 

Jupiter flat appeared to re-

semble the painting more.  

Modifications 
I decided to paint the flat 

with a dark background, es-

sentially recreating the paint-

ing in smaller scale. When l 

compared the flat to the origi-

nal painting, I noted a number 

of differences. The feather, 

mustache, upper lip, hair, 

eyes, and nose all needed 

modification. I planned out 

the corrections marking them 

with green and yellow, then 

filing and adding epoxy as 

Figure 4. Photo the finished flats then convert to Black & White to check for volume and missing shadows or highlights. 

The Man with the Gold Helmet 
“Der Mann mit dem Goldhelm 1650/1655“ 

“The man with the gold helmet “is a portrait from 

the circle of the Dutch painter Rembrandt van Rijn, 

which was long thought to be an original of Rem-

brandt, till 1986. It is exhibited in the Gemäldega-

lerie Berlin as the property of the Kaiser Friedrich 

Museum Association. 

The portrait painted was attributed to Wolf Dietrich 

von Raitenau (1559 – 1617), Prince-Archbishop of 

Salzburg from 1587 to 1612, probably during his 

late imprisonment in the Castle of Hohensalzburg. 

68 x 51 cm, oil painted 

Figure 6. Man in the Golden Helmet, 

115mm bust edited by Schmalkalder, ZF, 

engraved by Frank Dittmar 

Figure 5. Man in the Golden Helmet, 70mm 

bust Edited by Jupiter Miniatura, engraved by 

Andreas Trost 

http://www.eta-diorama.com/
http://www.eta-diorama.com/
https://www.microworldgamesllc.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
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needed (Figure 7). Once the 

conversions were complete, 

the flat was primed (Figure 8).  

The Painting Process 
Because it was going to 

be a very dark painting, I de-

cided to pre-paint with acryl-

ics. This provided a back-

ground that would give more 

control when painting with 

oils. 

I learned about Jo Sonja 

paint from reading forums 

and from Penny Meyer, whose 

painting is fantastic! Figure 9 

below shows the progression 

underpainting with acrylics 

which helped to minimize the 

use of oil paints. 

I began using acrylics 

about 10 years ago because 

of the quick drying time. With 

oil it’s changing for days & 

days. The more layers you add 

the more the paint is melting 

with the underlayer and you 

never finalize the intensity of 

highlights or shadows. Espe-

cially on large surfaces, I try to 

use as little oil paint as possi-

ble. 

Once the acrylic dried, I 

started painting one section 

of the flat at a time in oils 

(Figure 10). First came the 

helmet and feather, then the 

face. After the face I complet-

ed the gorget. The whole 

painting took about three 

weeks in total.  

After the gorget was 

painted I went back and add-

ed shadows to the face 

(Figure 11). Then over the 

next few weeks glazing was 

added to make the flat pro-

gressively darker (Figure 12), 

thereby better matching the 

painting. 

Figure 13 (next page) 

shows the final product com-

pared to the original painting. 

Even after one month I have 

Figure 7. Slight conversions of the flat to better match the original painting. 

Figure 8. Priming the flat after modifications. 

Figure 9. Undercoating areas with different colors of Jo Sonja acrylics. 

Figure 10. Left to Right, Painting the helmet, face, and gorget in oils.. 

Figure 11. Adding shadows to face 

Figure 12. Glazing to darken 

https://blackheartmodels.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
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THREE  PAINTINGS  ( C O N T I N U E D )  
been adding more glazing and 

highlights to the helmet to 

make it more shiny. I’m plan-

ning to keep the face as it is. 

Hopefully I will get to take this 

piece to Kulmbach in August! 

Hernán Cortés in 

1519 (in progress) 
I stopped painting for two 

or three months before mov-

ing, and was not very familiar 

with my brushes anymore. So 

I selected a small flat from 

Jupiter Miniatures thinking it 

would be easy (Figure 14). 

Background 

On February 10, 1519, 

twenty-seven years after 

Christopher Columbus' first 

voyage, Hernán Cortés set sail 

from Havana at the head of 

ten vessels for the Mexican 

coast. With him, four hundred 

men, sixteen horses, a few 

cannons and culverins. This is 

the beginning of the conquest 

of Mexico. Hernan at this time 

was 34, young, impetuous, 

and not the same man as in 

the portrait by W.Holl (Figure 

15). 

Holl’s painting shows 

Cortes at the end of his life. I 

wanted to paint him as a 

young man with his little 

beard, mustache, and beauti-

ful shiny helmet from the time 

period when he was sent by 

the King of Spain to explore 

Mexico. The flat represents 

Cortés, in his early 30’s, on a 

ship to the New World.  

Researching the helmet   
The big problem I had 

before starting to paint was 

the cross engraved on the 

helmet and the unidentified 

shape on the side. Benedict 

Widman (Figure 16) in Germa-

ny was working on the same 

flat and he had no idea what 

it was supposed to represent. 

Benedict decided to paint it 

as a Virgin Mary with Jesus in 

her arms. When questioned, 

the engraver of the flat didn’t 

give an answer as to what the 

design was meant to be.  

Since I hate copying 

someone else’s work, I decid-

ed to try and come up with 

another design. I found en-

gravings of the Archangel 

Michael killing a dragon,  

Figure 14. 65mm bust, Editor: Jupiter 

Miniatura (DE), Engraved by Andreas Trost 

Figure 16. Benedict Widman’s interpretation of the helmet engraving.. 

Figure 13. Almost complete. Final stages compared to original painting. 

Figure 15. Young vs Old Cortés 

https://monumenthobbies.com/
https://monumenthobbies.com/
https://hobbysense.ca/
https://hobbysense.ca/
https://army-group-center-wargaming.myshopify.com/
https://www.brickmania.com/
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which were from Cortes’s time 

period in Spain (Figure 17). 

I’m now in the process of 

trying to recreate a similar 

design on the helmet. I’m also  

going to add a border on the 

helmet’s rim that isn’t part of 

the original flat (Figure 18). 

So far I’ve primed the flat with 

Humbrol and started to paint 

the helmet and face in oils. 

More updates to come in the 

future! —MB 
Figure 17. Archangel Michael slaying the dragon. (Left to Right) XVth C woodcut printed W. Caxton 

1470; Engraving by Martin Schongauer, DE 1480-1491; Altarpiece of Spanish church  

Mike 
Fleckenstein 
Photography  

Website:   mikefphoto.com 

       MikeFleckensteinPhotography 

    E-Mail:  modlrfleck@yahoo.com 

        Phone:   (540) 498-0162   

By Modelers, For Modelers 

Custom Models and Figures 

Washington, DC 

Figure 18. (Left to Right) Flat primed with Humbrol. Example of a “scalloped” edge design to be 

added to the  helmet. Adding oils to the flat, Work in Progress.  

Editor’s Note 

Thank you Michel for a 

very informative and well 

received presentation! 

We look forward to seeing 

more of your amazing 

work soon! 

A journal following the history, design, construc-
tion and operation of Bernard Kempinski's O Scale 
model railroad depicting the U. S. Military Railroad 
(USMRR) Aquia-Falmouth line in 1863, and other 
model railroad projects.  
 

©Bernard Kempinski All text and images, except as noted, on this blog are copy-

righted by the author and may not be used without permission. 

https://www.mikefphoto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MikeFleckensteinPhotography
mailto:modlrfleck@yahoo.com
https://www.novaipms.org/
https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteMain/Main.aspx
https://usmrr.blogspot.com/
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ARTIST  PRESERVATION  GROUP  SHOW   
M u s e u m  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P A ,  J u n e  1 8 ,  2 0 2 2  
( P h o t o s  b y  K u r t  R .  H o l l a r  a n d  D a r c i  H o f f m a n )  

Members of the NCMSS had the opportunity to display 

their work on the weekend of June 18-19 in Philadelphia. The 

Artist Preservation Group sponsored an amazing exhibit of 

Revolutionary War era figures at the Museum of the American 

Revolution. David Hoffman, Gerry Joria, Mike Pierce, Jim Rich-

ey and Glenn Merritt participated from the club. Many of us 

are also members of the Artist Preservation Group as well. 

This was a great opportunity for presenting the hobby to the 

wider public at a prestigious venue, along with further support-

ing the APG, who has contributed to providing and preserving 

some of the many artifacts at the museum. The exhibit fea-

tured figures from American history up to 1795, with empha-

sis on the Revolutionary War. It included both recently painted 

miniatures, along with older works from collections by many 

outstanding artists in the hobby from around the world. There 

was also an outstanding painting class provided by Scale 75 

conducted by Julio Cabos. He was assisted by Brian Howard 

and Roberto Sanchez, co owners of Scale 75. They also donat-

ed two Revolutionary War figures for the APG to sell, one of 

which I completed, the other is on my bench. All proceeds go 

for historical preservation. 

Everyone had a great time in the center of old Philadelph-

ia just a couple of blocks away from Independence Hall and 

the Liberty Bell. The awesome Troiani exhibit on the first floor 

was an additional perk and alone well worth a visit to the mu-

seum to see. More pictures can be found on our Facebook 

Page here. 

https://www.facebook.com/NCMSSclub.org
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The NCMSS Dispatch Swap Meet  

Search, Buy, Sell, Trade 

Poste Miltaire &  
Grieve Kits 

Longtime NCMSS member 

Bob Backhaus is selling many 

of his Poste Militaire and 

Grieve kits.  A lot of fine clas-

sic kits from both lines can be 

had. 

Contact Bob for a price list at: 

rebackhaus@comcast.net 

Brian Ford in Wilmington, 

N.C. has been getting rid 

of some of his stash of 

kits.  He says he has 

plenty from the mid 70’s 

to the late 90’s.  If you 

are looking for a particu-

lar kit[s], please contact 

Brian and he’ll see if he 

has it.  

Bartons, Almonds, Series 77, 

Poste Miltaire, Ceremonial 
                             and many others  

Brian has Bartons, Almonds, Poste Miltaire, 

Series 77, Ceremonial, and many others.  

Contact him at: aford1@ec.rr.com 

Welcome  to the place where NCMSS Members and friends of the club can trade, sell, or obtain items of 

interest and need. Contact your Dispatch editor if you wish to submit a request at bpchasseur@comcast.net 

HuzzahHobbies.com 

Phone: (703) 466-0460 

 

     1/24 Scale 

John Jefferies 
Phone: (516) 662-5281  E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com 

mailto:rebackhaus@comcast.net
mailto:aford1@ec.rr.com
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
https://evandesigns.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
https://www.gaelhobbies.com/
http://www.eta-diorama.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/


37 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

June 2022,  Vol .  61 ,  Issue 6  

The NCMSS Dispatch Swap Meet  

Search, Buy, Sell, Trade Welcome  to the place where NCMSS Members and friends of the club can trade, sell, or obtain items of 

interest and need. Contact your Dispatch editor if you wish to submit a request at bpchasseur@comcast.net 

Available for sale by   James L. Pratt  

FRENCH IMPERIAL GUARD 1815 

200mm—Resin/cast metal eagle and 

hand with staff. Sculpted by Carl Reid. 

Retail price £45.00 (~$61.00 US) 

FRENCH NAPOLEONIC DRAGOON 1815 

200mm—Resin. Sculpted by Carl Reid. 

Retail price £43.00 (~$59.00 US) 

FRENCH NAPOLEONIC DRAGOON 1815 

200mm—Resin and metal (right hand/sword rifle fittings) 

Sculpted by Carl Reid. Retail price £45.00 (~$61.00 US) 

CHASSEUR A CHEVAL of the IMPERIAL GUARD 1810-1815 (copy) 

120mm—Resin. Balcony section included. 

Sculpted by Maurice Corry. Retail price £42.00 (~$57.00 US) 

 
MEMBERS ONLY 

DISCOUNT* 

Contact:  James L. Pratt 

   PO Box 2764 

   Stafford, VA  22555 - 2764 

Email:    jameslpratt@aol.com 

* non-members contact Jim for 

prices. Shipping and handling  

not included. 

GoblackHeart@comcast.net 

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
mailto:jameslpratt@aol.com
https://blackheartmodels.com/
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Club website: 

ncmssclub.org 

Club Facebook: 

NCMSS  

Advertising Policy 

 
The Dispatch does not accept paid 

advertising; but will accept, without 

obligation and on a “first come-first 

served” + space available contingency, 

business cards or ads for miniature, toy 

soldier, plastic model and similar shows 

submitted by NCMSS members of other 

clubs, associations, or businesses that 

the NCMSS has an association with.  

 

Ads for shows must be submitted by 

the 15th of the month for a show sched-

uled for the following month. Business 

cards may be submitted for continuous 

running, subject to space availability.  

Members may also submit sale/want 

ads as desired. Ads or business cards in 

compliance with this policy and printed 

in The Dispatch do not represent an 

official endorsement by the NCMSS; nor 

does NCMSS endorse specific shows or 

vendors.  
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