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THE  D ISPATCH  

Greetings to the entire 

NCMSS Team! 

 Trust you all are well!  

The month of May is flying by 

and the good news is that we 

are just over three months 

away from our 58th Annual 

show. This will be an epic 

show as we are at a new ven-

ue and have an opportunity to 

chart a new course for the 

club. Let's all give way togeth-

er and make this the best one 

ever.  

One thing that we have 

done well over the years is 

partner with other clubs in our 

hobby. I recently reached out 

to my friends in the Pacific, 

the Battleship Row IPMS in 

Oahu Hawaii. I took the liberty 

to send them a note and offer 

up the latest copy of our Dis-

patch and will continue to do 

so in the spirit of sharing our 

great hobby and showing off 

the talent of our great club 

members.  I spent a few years 

in the Battleship Row club, 

they are a great bunch of 

talented modelers. Their face-

book address is 

https://www.facebook.com/B

attleship-Row-IPMS-Hawaii-

140031252759531. 

I look forward to seeing 

everyone at the May club 

meeting. We will do our Pa-

rade Ground so bring your 

artwork. We will also have an 

open forum hobby discussion, 

have a short update and 

make a few decisions about 

the September show.  

I always make it a point 

to thank you all for what you 

do for the hobby and the club, 

but a special thanks again to 

Dave who keeps me straight.  

What a wonderful product the 

Dispatch has become, Tim 

you set a high bar and Dave 

you and Darci are so creative, 

energetic and supportive, not 

to mention great friends!  

Thank you!  

Wishing you all happy 

building and painting! 

 

Paint On! 

Burt K. Thompson 

NCMSS Cmdr. 

COMMANDER ’S  CALL  

PAINTER’S CLUB 

Every Third Saturday 

June 15, Saturday 
12:00-4:00 PM 

Small Conf Room 

Mason District Gov. Center/

Police Station 

6507 Colombia Pike 

Annandale, VA 22003  
Fairfax County.Gov 

E D I T O R ’S  CO R N E R  
the feedback we receive from 

members and friends on The 

Dispatch. (Thank you, Burt for 

your kind words above!) 

Whether it is a small article, 

information on upcoming 

events, or a simple book rec-

ommendation, we would love 

to hear from you! Send me an 

E-mail or we can chat at a 

meeting to share some ideas 

and get your feedback.  

Check out our NCMSS 

Facebook Page the next time 

you’re online. If you would like 

to become an administrator 

on the page, let us know! It’s 

easy to do and we encourage 

any member who would like 

to post model-related news 

for the club. 

Finally, if you haven’t 

done it yet, don’t forget to 

This month has been 

busy for us, so the Dispatch is 

getting out a little later than 

usual. We were fortunate to 

take some time off and at-

tend a couple figure shows 

and do a little sightseeing. 

We’ll be doing our best to get 

next month’s issue out on 

time.  

In this issue we’re once 

again privileged to offer more 

Roman insights from Mike 

Thomas, our illustrious mem-

ber from across the pond. We 

also have a few more pictures 

from the workbench of Scotte 

Turner. April’s presentation on 

Polish Winged Hussars will be 

featured in June’s issue which 

should be arriving in your 

inbox by mid-month. 

We sincerely appreciate 

renew your membership 

dues! Every dollar you send 

goes back into the club! 

 

David Hoffman 

NCMSS Adjutant 

<bpchasseur@comcast.net >  

https://www.facebook.com/Battleship-Row-IPMS-Hawaii-140031252759531
https://www.facebook.com/Battleship-Row-IPMS-Hawaii-140031252759531
https://www.facebook.com/Battleship-Row-IPMS-Hawaii-140031252759531
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/contact/AgencyDetail.aspx?agld=10
https://www.facebook.com/NCMSSclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NCMSSclub.org/
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
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 MEETING 

MINUTES 

24 April 2019 

Networking & Setup  

[19:00-19:30] 

Call to Order 

Commander Burt Thompson 

started meeting [19:30]  

Monthly Presentation 

[19:30-20:20] 

Guest speaker John 

Koprowski from the Northern 

Virginia Gamers (NOVAG) gave 

an excellent presentation on 

the Siege of Vienna, 1683, 

including insights on the 

Polish Winged Hussars and 

other participants (see sum-

mary in next month’s issue).  

His presentation included 

slides that had pictures from 

the huge dioramas of the 

battle from the Vienna Herr 

Museum and he concluded 

with a clip from a movie made 

on the battle.   Many thanks 

to John  from the club and 

also to Grant Berry for inviting 

him! 

 Parade Ground 

[2020-2035] 

Participants included Gerry 

Joria, Joe Bles, Jim Richey, 

Robert Huettner, Darci and 

David Hoffman.  David re-

ceived the “Mug of the Month 

Award” for April in a close run 

vote.  Great participation this 

month by everyone!  

Old / New Business  

[20:35-21:10] 

(1) Burt discussed this year’s 

NCMSS Show in September, 

the proposed contract with 

the Hilton and Club Treasurer 

Darci Hoffman provided addi-

tional information on costs 

along with past revenues and 

participation.  She mentioned 

she had also forwarded infor-

mation to the Show Commit-

tee regarding a draft floor 

plan for the show.  Grant Ber-

ry discussed what information 

he would need for the ven-

dors.  The current show infor-

mation has been added to the 

NCMSS website and it was 

agreed that word needs to get 

out through social media and 

other methods.  The commit-

tee members will be contact-

ing our other partners 

(NOVAG, etc.) to confirm their 

participation.  (Editor’s Note: 

The finalized Contract has 

been signed and submitted to 

the hotel with deposit after 

the meeting). 

(2)  Burt brought up the need 

to store club materials (table 

cloths, signs, leg extenders, 

awards, display stands, etc.) 

that he currently has posses-

sion of.  He will be research-

ing storage units if no mem-

bers have room. 

 Conclusion  

[21:10] 

After some final friendly inter-

member discussions and 

review of upcoming events, 

Meeting adjourned. 

 Attendees 

David Hoffman, Darci Hoff-

man, Joe Bles, Tim Stormer, 

Mike Donohue, Jim Richey, 

Gerard Joria, Robert Huetner, 

Burt Thompson, Warren Yaun, 

Darla Yaun, Jenny Young, 

Patrick Kiser (new member), 

James Pratt (returning mem-

ber). 

  

Submitted by David Hoffman, 

NCMSS Adjutant 

<bpchasseur@comcast.net > 

240 912-6499 

CLUB NEWS 

April 

MOTM 

“Mug-of-the-Month” 

May 2019,  Volume 58,  Issue 5   

Quarterly Swap 

Meet 
Held during meetings 

Feb 

***May*** 

Aug 

Nov 
Bring items to sell, 

swap or give away! 

Welcome! 

          Thanks to all of you who have given your time 

and hard-earned cash to the club. None of it comes 

easy and we appreciate your generosity. 

          From now until our 58th Annual Show on Sep-

tember 7 we’ll be posting flyers and handing out busi-

ness cards at local hobby shops to get the word out 

about NCMSS. If you know someone who would enjoy 

what the club has to offer, bring them with you to the 

next meeting. If they aren’t in the area, tell them to 

check out our Facebook page or NCMSSClub.org. Or, 

better yet, send them a link to The Dispatch. They 

don’t have to be in the area or even in the country 

(salutations to our fellows across the pond) to become 

a member! 

Darci Hoffman 

NCMSS Paymaster 

“The Eagle Bearer” 

by David Hoffman 

  

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/NCMSSclub.org/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/newsletters
https://www.ncmssclub.org/membership
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The National Capital 
Model Soldier Society 

  

Member benefits include: 

 Friendly monthly meetings where we 

share our knowledge of history, 

painting, and modeling 

 Monthly guest speakers 

 Painter’s Club—A monthly opportunity 

to get together with other painters to 

share tips and techniques 

 Monthly Dispatch newsletter 

 The NCMSS Washington Show  

 Affordable dues 
 

What are you waiting for? 

Welcome to the club! 

The NCMSS 58th Annual 

Show 
Springfield Hilton, 6550 Lois-

dale Rd, Springfield, VA,  

September 7, 2019 

Mark your calendar for 

our 58th Annual Show! With a 

beautiful new venue, this year 

promises to be the best yet.  

Once again Mike Fleckenstein 

will be on hand to take profes-

sional photographs of your 

exhibits free of charge. We’re 

recruiting a great assortment 

of hobby vendors to satisfy all 

of your hobby needs. The 

awards at last year’s show will 

be tough to beat, but we’re 

working on raising the bar. 

The Northern Virginia Gamers 

will be running games. Ma-

mas Boyz, the Washington 

Ship Model Society and the 

model railroaders will be 

there to display their cars, 

ships, and trains.  

The Springfield Hilton 

has provided a large block of 

comfortable rooms at a very 

competitive rate. Make sure 

to reserve your room before 

they disappear. We look for-

ward to seeing you there! 

EVENTS  AND  PLACES  
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HO BBY  CAL EN DA R  2019 

JUN  June 1-2 — WonderFest 30 Hobby Expo Louisville, KY 

 June 9 — ScottCon 2019, IPMS, Robins AFB, GA 

JUL  July 10-14 — HMGS Historicon National War Gaming Show Lancaster, PA  

AUG  Aug 1-4 — GEN CON The Best Four Days in Gaming Indianapolis, IN 

 Aug 7-10 — IPMS-USA National Convention Chattanooga, TN 

 Aug 29-Sept 1 — NOVA OPEN Tabletop Wargaming Convention, Crystal City, VA 

SEPT  Sept 7— 58th Annual NCMSS Washington Show & Exhibit Springfield, VA 

 Sept 6-8 — JerseyFest Model Kit & Statue Fair Newark, NJ 

OCT  Oct 11-13 — MMSI Chicago Show Military Miniature Society of Illinois, Chicago, IL 

 Oct 26-27 -- Great Scale Model Train and Railroad Collectors Show Timonium, MD 

 Oct 26 — 22nd International Paper Modelers Convention Sterling, VA 

NOV  (TBD) Nov — LIMMS Long Island Miniature Collectors Society, Freeport, NY  

If you know of any upcoming events that you would like people to know about, please contact Adjutant David Hoffman 

at bpchasseur@comcast.net and we’ll add the date to our calendar. 

EV E N T S  AND  PL AC ES  ( C O N T … )  

International Spy Museum  
700 L'Enfant Plaza, SW Wash-

ington, DC  

On May 12, the new In-

ternational Spy Museum at 

L'Enfant Plaza officially 

opened. With interactive exhi-

bitions and installations, the 

foremost collection of spy 

artifacts in the world, and 

first-person accounts from top 

intelligence officers and ex-

perts, the new Museum plac-

es visitors in the shoes of the 

spies. Per the New York Times 

review, “Overall, the new mu-

seum, built for $162 million 

from private donations and a 

municipal bond, does a re-

markable job. It is 

more serious and 

realistic than the 

original Spy Mu-

seum, located a 

mile away.” 

         The muse-

um is open from 

9:00 a.m. to 7:00 

p.m. every day 

(not including 

some holidays). 

General admis-

sion for ages 13 to 64 is 

$24.95 per ticket. Youth (7-

12) is $14.95, while children 

under 6 are free. Sen-

ior/Military/Law Enforce-

ment/College Student (with 

valid ID) is $19.95. 

June 15
th

  

ScottCon 2019 
An American Celebration   
George Washington’s Mount 

Vernon, Alexandria, VA, 

July 4th, 2019, 8:00 a.m. — 

5:00 p.m. 

Celebrate Independence 

Day with daytime fireworks, 

military re-enactments, and a 

wreath-laying ceremony. Enjoy 

free birthday cake (while sup-

plies last) and visit with Gen-

eral and Mrs. Washington. 

Listen to a performance by 

the National Concert Band 

during its "Red, White and 

Blue" concert and observe a 

moving ceremony to honor 

new citizens. Spend a truly 

inspiring day at a truly inspir-

ing place. 

https://wonderfest.com/
https://calendar.ipmsusa3.org/event/scottcon-2018
http://hmgs.site-ym.com/page/HconHome
https://www.gencon.com/
http://www.ipmsnationals.com/
http://www.novaopen.com/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
http://jerseyfestfair.com/
http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/2018-chicago-show/
http://www.gsmts.com/newdatesplaces.html
http://www.ipmc-info.org/
http://www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com/index.htm
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://wonderfest.com/
https://wonderfest.com/
https://calendar.ipmsusa3.org/event/scottcon-2019
https://www.hmgs.org/page/HconHome
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
http://www.ipmsnationals.com/
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April 2019 

 Parade Ground Participants 

 

Gerry Joria, Joe Bles, Jim Richey, 
Robert Huettner, David Hoffman, 

Darci Hoffman 
 

Photos by Jim Richey 

April “Mug-of-the-Month” 

WINNER 

“The Eagle Bearer” 

by David Hoffman 

 RO B E R T  HU E T T N E R   

Robert brought in his most recent 

bust, a Young Miniatures 1/10 scale SS 

Panzer Commander.  Bob related that 

this one was a real pleasure to paint 

and was very impressed with the kit, 

including the provison of the coil wire 

for the comms set.  The wear on the 

metal hardware was very well done and 

the “non-regulation” leather jacket was 

beautifully executed with a nice realistic 

finish.  I saw some nice compliments on 

social media regarding this.  A great 

subject and one of my favorites.  Bob 

now needs to do a 1/10 scale Tiger I to 

complete the picture!  Painted in acryl-

ics. 
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J I M  R I C H E Y  

Jim brought in his award winning larger scale Harley-Davidson 

WLA 750 motorcycle from WWII that he took to the Richmond ODO 

and Model Classic shows, along with an Alexandros 80mm model of 

Zeus looking down on his domain.  

The complexity of the motorcycle is obvious and is very well paint-

ed with the precision needed for this type of subject.  Jim took Zeus a 

step further than the stock kit by adding clouds at his feet and using a 

photograph of Europe on the base to represent Earth below him.  He 

also took this figure to the NOVA show but the Eagle fell off on his trip 

so he entered it with the caveat “damaged in transit”.  Jim’s creativity 

in enhancing this figure with his additions, which is a nice figure by 

itself, is very inspiring.  As usual, Jim did all of this in acrylics. 

PARADE GROUND 

D AV I D  H O F F M A N  

Dave returned with his completed Nuts 

Planet 1/10 Scale bust of a Roman Aquilifer on 

the march with the Legion’s eagle strapped 

across his back. Dave mentioned how fun this 

was to paint and how quickly he was able to 

complete it. Like many recently produced fig-

ures the face practically painted itself.  Dave 

usually fidgets with faces over a period of time 

but was very happy with his first shot and left it 

alone. 

Painted in oils 

with armor done 

with Gunze Sangyo 

buffable metallic 

paints. 
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PARADE GROUND 

G E R RY  J O R I A  

Gerry graced us with his award winning diorama that he displayed 

at the NOVA IPMS Model Classic. 

Members are likely familiar with his “Red Ball Express” dio as he 

had displayed it to the club while in progress. Looks like it all came 

together in brilliant fashion and an awesome subject to boot!  He had 

also taken to the show his Italian Partisans diorama which we saw 

awhile back while in progress, again very nicely done and great to see 

these projects in their completed form at the show. The church scene 

he took I was unfamiliar with but I was very impressed, as I am sure 

were the viewers at the Model Classic.  Some inadequate pictures I 

took follow in our coverage of the show.   

Finally, in recognition of our monthly presentation on the Siege of 

Vienna he brought in a small scale diorama (1/72 from Izvesta Fig-

ures) of the battle and the classic Almond 90mm mounted figure of a 

Polish Winged Hussar.  Gerry had to do redo the lance and I can empa-

thize as I did the same figure myself and know the problems encoun-

tered with the metal fatigue of the lance and pennant that always 

eventually needs replacing. Wanted to bring it too but in my closet it 

still sits! In any case very well painted and kudos for bringing it in. 
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PARADE GROUND 

J O E  B L E S  

Joe displayed a larger scale figure com-

pared to some of his latest subjects of a RCMP 

Mountie with a dog that he put together from 

separate kits. The RCMP is always a great color-

ful subject and the important role of canines in 

law enforcement cannot be overemphasized 

(speaking from my own experience). Well done! 

Joe also brought in an Eskimo vignette and 

what he called his “experiment”. Joe explained 

some of the creative ideas and techniques he 

employed to improve the kit and create a beauti-

ful scene. He made the oar from stir sticks, used 

a Sentra Board for the base, and 3D printed 

seals on icebergs completed the scene. The 

water was beautifully done as well, which you 

can see form the photo. Wish I had taken better 

notes on all of this but if the 

reader comes to our meet-

ings they can always find out 

much more as a great dia-

logue ensued with Joe shar-

ing his wealth of experience 

and creativity. 

D A RC I  H O F F M A N  

Darci brought in another addition 

to her ever expanding “gray army”. This 

time it is of St. George slaying the drag-

on.  Darci has an affinity for dragons 

and all things medieval, she should 

have a lot of fun with this one. Time to 

get painting! 
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Last month Scotte Turner shared with us 

his latest Historex project that he had com-

pleted for a client, three mounted figures 

from the Neapolitan Army of Joachim Murat. 

Scotte sent me some information regarding 

some of the techniques he used for these 

along with additional pictures of his latest 

projects, hopefully some will show up in the 

next Parade Ground! 

The football figure (I’m going to assume 

KC’s Patrick Mahomes) is approximately a 

1/48 scale figure. He added some putty on 

the shirt and filed to make some folds. He 

added the right arm and sculpted the shoul-

der pads. The chin strap and towel were 

made from masking tape. He then coated 

with superglue to hold the shape. The hand 

warmer was made from putty as well.  

Regarding the Historex figures, he start-

ed by repositioning and animating all of them. 

On the Lancer Scotte redid his arms, reposi-

tioned the head and wire was filed down for 

the cord on the back of his shako. Tassels on 

his shoulder were sculpted from putty. For the 

SCOTTE ’S  WORKBENCH—PART  DEAUX  

Trumpeter he repositioned him and added 

putty, then sculpted his abdomen and pelvis. 

He re-sculpted his face to look like his cheeks 

were inflated as he is blowing the trumpet.  

The Hussar was repositioned and braided 

wire was used for the cords on his Busby.  All 

were painted in acrylics. 

The Verlinden 1/35 chariot sub Scotte 

had brought in unassembled to our March 

meeting. Since then he has beautifully com-

pleted it using Enamel paints for the brass 

and sub. He used acrylics for the water add-

ing gel and micro ballons. Very convincing!  
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Notables... 

Treasures from the Gettysburg National 

Park Museum and Visitor Center 

Illustrations by Keith Rocco 

For more information on the artist 

and his work, visit  

KeithRocco.com 

“The Artist Preservation Group is a gathering of 

like-minded historical artists whose mission is 

to...aide in the preservation and restoration of 

threatened historical sites and/or artifacts.” 

 

For more information on how you can help, 

make a donation, or become a member, visit 

the Artist Preservation Group website. 

Artist  

Preservation Group 

The Good Son: A Story 

From The First World 

War Told In Miniature 
By Pierre-Jacques Ober, illus-

trated by Jules Ober and Felic-

ity Coonan, 104 pp., Candle-

wick Studio ($22.00, availa-

ble May 14, 2019) 

 
“This is not a story to be taken 

lightly. Pierre will not survive 

the war. But, it is the superb 

way in which the illustrations 

were composed, all minia-

tures—from the soldiers to the 

details in the landscape, that 

grabs the reader’s attention. It 

is lovingly created, and I found 

myself reading it over and over. 

Highly recommended.”  

—Linda Harris Sittig, 

Historical Novel Society 

 

The story finds Pierre, a 

young French soldier, locked 

in a barn under arrest for 

desertion. Pierre had slipped 

away for two days to spend 

Christmas with his widowed 

mother, not wanting her to be 

alone. While imprisoned, 

Pierre contemplates his rea-

sons for enlisting, 

patriotism, and the 

terrible realities of 

war. His friend 

Gilbert, who had 

saved Pierre’s life 

in battle, brings 

him food, wine, 

and companion-

ship as he waits 

for the Colonel 

pass judgment. 

The Colonel, 

aware of the 

army’s low moral 

and fearing more desertions, 

decides to make an example 

of Pierre and sentences him 

to death. Pierre writes a 

touching last letter to his 

mother which his friend Gil-

bert promises to deliver.  

The story, though simply 

told, is poignant and 

memorable. For emo-

tional impact it could be 

compared to books 

such as All Quiet on the 

Western Front and John-

ny Got His Gun.  

While I’ve never been a 

reader of graphic nov-

els, I do appreciate their 

artistry. The Good Son 

does not disappoint in 

this regard. The staging 

and lighting of 

each scene is 

beautifully 

WO RTHY  REA DS  
F R O M  T H E  H O F F M A N  F A M I L Y  L I B R A R Y  

done. This book is an excel-

lent example of how well a 

story can be told with minia-

tures. Almost every page 

holds inspirational ideas for 

dioramas, vignettes, and 

shadow boxes.  

 In his New York Times 

review John McMurtrie said of 

The Good Son, ‘Although it is 

based on a real story, the 

book has the force of a time-

less fable, thanks to minimal, 

poetic text. Shallow depth-of-

field photography by Ober’s 

wife, Jules, and digital en-

hancements by Felicity 

Coonan make the images 

especially lifelike. These strik-

ing miniatures have the power 

to put us in the minds of the 

true “little soldiers,” the com-

mon men who fought in a 

long-ago war and yet whose 

story feels so present here.’ 

The appropriate age 

range for The Good Son has 

been listed by Candlewick 

Press as 14 and up.  

  —Darci H.  

...the book has the force of a 
timeless fable... 

http://www.keithrocco.com
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/
http://www.keithrocco.com/gettysburg_book.php
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For a resin bust, this is a complex kit, 

with quite a few pieces involved – 11 in all. 

For the most part, there is little to clean up 

and surface detail is excellent. The one ex-

ception is the main part, comprising the up-

per body and cloak, where there is a socking 

great lump of resin at the bottom to have to 

remove – although I suppose it could be left 

in place and just painted black. The fit of the 

various parts is logical, but I would suggest 

that the holes for two side feathers be drilled 

out as they are not really deep enough. Fur-

ther to this, the hole in the top of the helmet 

to accept the crest needs to be slightly deep-

er, although here my personal preference 

would be to replace the vertical part of the 

crest with some brass rod as the crest is a big 

piece and the vertical member is quite thin. 

The one major difficulty with the kit is the 

positioning of the arms. As can be seen from 

the illustration, the arms are held across the 

chest, holding the ‘hasta’ (the rank badge for 

the optio). This makes it difficult to paint the 

body behind. Further, the angle for the arms 

is crucial, with little or no leeway.  There is 

also one very small component of the kit, 

easily missed. It is the tie lace for the helmet 

cheek guards. The cheek-guards themselves 

KIT INSPECTION By Mike Thomas 

WSMS was founded in 1929 and is the 

oldest continuously active ship model club 

in the United States. Visit their website at 

DCShipModelSociety.org 

8803 Orchard Tree Lane 

Towson, MD 

Phone: (410) 561-6324  

would also have to be attached after the face 

had been painted. 

What about accuracy? Well, there is one 

major error here. Fortunately, this is relatively 

easy to correct, although it is somewhat fid-

dley. The lace holding the girdle plates togeth-

er is wrongly modelled. A single lace is shown 

joining the girdle plate tie hooks together 

from top to bottom. Think about this if you 

will. If this single lace is cut (a not unlikely 

scenario in a battle), then the whole thing will 

hang open – which I would imagine is the 

very last thing that the soldier wants to occur! 

Each pair of plates in the girdle would have 

had its own separate lace, surely? It would 

not be difficult to file/cut away the offending 

lace and replace it with individual laces – just 

(as I said), somewhat of a fiddle to do. 

Finally, what does this helmet represent 

in the litany of Roman helmets? Robinson 

classified this as a “Imperial Italic helmet, 

Type D”. This example was found in the Rhine 

at Mainz and shows the heavy decoration of 

applied bronze sheet designs. However, it 

should be noted that the helmet, as displayed 

in the museum at Worms, appears to be 

black so far as the iron is concerned. This is 

because the iron has been treated with a 

layer of a paint using phosphoric acid, which 

prevents the iron from rusting further. The 

original would, of course, have been “iron” 

coloured. 

In summary, this is a very nice piece of 

work. With careful painting and assembly, it 

will make up into a striking figure. Don’t be 

too hung up on the title; there is nothing to 

identify this figure as a soldier of the 20th 

Valeria Victrix at the AD 43 invasion of Britan-

nia. It could be a soldier of just about any 

legion of the second half of the 1st CAD. An 

“optio”, btw, was the second-in-command of a 

century and the name is derived from the 

Latin word “optare” – meaning ‘to choose for 

office’. These soldiers were picked by the 

centurion as his deputy. —MT 

Washington Ship Model Society   

Optio, Legio XX Valeria Victrix, 

Britannia, AD 61 

Manufacturer: Fernando Ruiz Miniatures 

Order code: MHB00013 

Scale/Size: 1/12 

Designer:Ramon Martinez 

http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
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HMGS JOIN TODAY 

“Northern Virginia Gamers (NOVAG) is one of 

the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area's 

oldest and most respected hobby gaming 

organizations. Started in 1986, we have 

consistently provided a focal point for gamers 

in the Capital area for almost three decades.” 

For more info on Northern Virginia Gamers, 

visit their website at NOVAG.org 

THE MODEL CELLAR 

We produce a range of figures, busts, 

and accessories with a special interest 

in The Great War, 1914-1918  

YOUR MINIATURES 

             YOUR RULESETS 

       YOUR WARGAMES 

  YOUR SOCIETY 

 

Visit the Historical Miniatures Gaming 

Society website at HMGS.org 

TH E  JUP I TER  A N D  THE  NO .  119  

This month marks the 

one hundred fiftieth anniver-

sary of the completion of the 

first Transcontinental Rail-

road. May 10, 1869 - The 

newly constructed tracks of 

the Union Pacific and Central 

Pacific railways were first 

linked at Promontory Summit 

in northern Utah. A golden 

spike was driven by Leland 

Stanford, president of the 

Central Pacific, to celebrate 

the linkage. It is said that he 

missed the spike on his first 

swing which brought roars of 

laughter from men who had 

driven thousands upon thou-

sands of spikes themselves. 

According to the National 

Park Service, “Many histori-

ans point to the “Last Spike 

Site” as the single most im-

portant site in our country, 

west of Independence Hall. 

Yet this significant site laid 

virtually abandoned and ig-

nored for almost a century.” It 

wasn’t until July 30, 1965 

that Golden Spike National 

Historical Park was estab-

lished under the protection of 

the National Park Service. 

The two engines that 

were part of the Golden Spike 

Ceremony in 1869, the Jupi-

ter and the 119, were repur-

posed over the years and 

finally both sold for scrap in 

the early 1900’s for $1000 

each.  

In 1975, O’Connor Engi-

neering Laboratories of Costa 

Mesa, California, accepted 

the challenge of reproducing 

Jupiter and No. 119 as they 

were during the Golden Spike 

Ceremony. Using a locomotive 

design engineer’s handbook 

from 1870 and micrometer 

scalings of enlarged 1869 

photographs of the two loco-

motives, work began on build-

ing the replicas. 

A four year labor of love 

ensued, including two years 

just to create over 700 draw-

ings. When the 

locomotives were 

ready, every dimen-

sion was within 

1/4 inch of the 

original. It took four trucks to 

bring the gleaming replicas 

800 miles to Promontory 

Summit, Utah where they 

were christened with water 

from the Atlantic and Pacific 

oceans and commissioned 

into service May 10, 1979, 

the 110th Anniversary of the 

Golden Spike Ceremony. 

For all of you closet mod-

el railroaders out there 

(Burt?), check out Frank 

Leimbek’s article on the Old 

Model Kits.com website: Con-

struction of the Jupiter & No 

119 Locomotives from MPC’s 

The General dated March 12, 

2015. Leimbek purchased 

two plastic kits of “The Gen-

eral” by MPC (Model Products 

Corporation). His article re-

views the kit itself and details 

his conversion process for 

both engines. Well done! 

 —DDH 

Full scale reproductions of the Jupiter (left) and No. 119 engines currently on display at the Golden Spike National Historical Park in Utah. 

http://www.novag.org/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://www.oldmodelkits.com/blog/plasitc-model-kits-how-tos/construction-of-the-jupiter-no-119-locomotives-from-mpcs-the-general/
https://www.oldmodelkits.com/blog/plasitc-model-kits-how-tos/construction-of-the-jupiter-no-119-locomotives-from-mpcs-the-general/
https://www.oldmodelkits.com/blog/plasitc-model-kits-how-tos/construction-of-the-jupiter-no-119-locomotives-from-mpcs-the-general/
https://www.oldmodelkits.com/blog/plasitc-model-kits-how-tos/construction-of-the-jupiter-no-119-locomotives-from-mpcs-the-general/
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By Mike Thomas 
It's a fair question too, after all the 

Roman Army ceased to exist some 1,600 

years ago as an effective fighting force 

(at least in the west). So, how can we be 

so certain concerning such things as the 

postings of the legions and auxiliary regi-

ments and what equipment they used or 

wore? Stay tuned and I shall attempt to 

put the record straight. Our knowledge 

comes from several sources: 

(a) literature 

(b) sculpture 

(c) inscriptions 

(d) military diplomas 

(e) artefacts 

(a) Literary evidence 
Now, it has to be said that a lot of 

this is highly suspect. Roman writers 

were not simply describing what went on, 

they very often had another agenda. 

Julius Caesar, for example, when he 

wrote the 'Gallic War' and the 'Civil War' 

was not just producing a simple write-up 

of his military campaigns. Oh no, these 

were works of propaganda! He was trying 

to justify his actions to his contemporar-

ies. Nevertheless, we can pick up some 

quite useful pointers. For example, in 

one passage he says that a Roman force 

was suddenly attacked and they had no 

time to put the plumes on their helmets, 

or take the covers off their shields. This 

implies, of course, that it was normal for 

Roman infantrymen to have both plumes 

and shield covers. 

Similarly, when Tacitus was writing 

the 'Agricola', he was describing the cam-

paigns of his father-in-law and was there-

fore hardly writing from an unbiased 

viewpoint. In the Annals, Tacitus lists 

where all 28 legions were (province by 

province, though the individual legions 

are not named) in AD 23. In his Histories 

(III, 23), Tacitus records that at the 2nd 

Battle of Cremona in AD 69, a catapult 

was destroyed by two soldiers, who 

picked up discarded shields from two 

enemy dead and were thus able to get 

near enough to do their work before 

being cut down. From this we can sur-

mise that the shields bore some identify-

ing blazon. 

One further difficulty is that these 

writers were often writing a considerable 

time after the events they describe. 

There were exceptions to this (Caesar is 

the most obvious), but it is still some-

thing to keep in mind. Bearing all this in 

mind, these documents can still afford 

valuable information. 

(b) Sculptures 
Putting aside the propaganda as-

pect (Trajan's column and other, similar, 

monuments spring to mind) these can be 

extremely valuable. Trajan's column itself 

contains an immense wealth of infor-

mation about the 1st/2nd century Ro-

man army on campaign. We see the 

soldiers constructing bridges and camps, 

fighting and carrying out siege opera-

tions (Figure 1). There is also a wealth of 

detail on the equipment they used and 

wore. There are some 2,500 individual 

figures on the column in all. However, 

historians now accept that much of what 

is on display is stylized. Roman legionary 

soldiers are always shown wearing the 

lorica segmentata armor, while the auxil-

iary soldiers are displayed in mail or 

scale armor. What we are seeing is a 

statement: "These are citizen soldiers, 

these are not". A Roman viewing the 

column would have understood this. In 

this context it is interesting to compare 

the Adamklissi monument. This was 

erected in Dacia (modern Romania) to 

commemorate the Roman dead in Tra-

jan's two wars there (AD 102-6). Original-

ly it had a drum-like base, on which were 

some 54 carvings (called 'metopes'). 

These depicted various campaign 

scenes. The interesting thing is that no-

where is lorica segmentata armor dis-

played. Now, does this mean that Tra-

jan's column (with which the Adamklissi 

monument is roughly contemporary) is 

wrong? It is certain that professional 

sculptors made the column, whereas 

Roman soldiers probably constructed the 

Dacian monument. Which, therefore, is 

the more reliable? 

Another source of sculpture is the 

tombstones of Roman soldiers. Hun-

dreds (possibly thousands) of these are 

known. One of these is shown in Figure 2 

and is of a cavalryman in the auxiliary 

regiment ala I Thracum. It was found at 

YE S ,  BU T  HOW  DO  WE  KN OW  TH AT?  

O R ,  S O U R C E S  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  T H E  R O M A N  A R M Y  

Publius Cornelius Tacitus (56—120 AD) was a senator and a 

historian of the Roman Empire. Tacitus is considered to be 

one of the greatest Roman historians. 

Figure 2. The tombstone of Sextus Valerius Genialis, a 

trooper in the ala I Thracum, found at Cirencester 

Figure 1. A portion of Trajan's column, showing legionary 

troops performing various tasks  
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Cirencester (which the Ro-

mans called Corinium). They 

normally have a carving of the 

soldier, and are highly styl-

ised, usually (for cavalry) 

showing a horseman riding 

down and spearing a defeat-

ed 'barbarian'. Whereas caval-

ry is generally shown in 

'uniform', those for infantry-

men generally display the 

soldier in what may be termed 

'undress' garb, i.e. without 

armour of any sort. The tomb-

stone generally lists the name 

of the deceased, where he 

came from, in which unit he 

served, his rank, for how long 

he had served before his 

death and (often) who had 

erected the monument in 

accordance with the will of 

the dead soldier. The find 

spot, of course, indicates 

where the unit was based. 

The style can also give a 

rough date for the monument, 

and hence when the unit was 

based there. Sometimes this 

can be obtained more direct-

ly, because information may 

be included as to the name of 

the emperor and the number 

of his consulate year (all Ro-

man emperors were automati-

cally elected consul by the 

senate). The actual design on 

the memorial can give valua-

ble information about equip-

ment. Details were obtained, 

for example, enabling people 

like Peter Connolly and Anne 

Hyland to reconstruct the 

Roman saddle. 

One fascinating example 

of this came to light in 1965. 

Near a village in Macedonia a 

tombstone was discovered to 

one Tiberius Claudius Maxi-

mus. Unusually, it lists his 

entire service career, in com-

plete detail. It shows that he 

originally joined the legio VII 

Claudia pia fidelis, that he 

was promoted three times 

before transferring to a caval-

ry unit (ala II Pannoniorum). It 

shows that he served in the 

Dacian wars of both Domitian 

and Trajan and that he was 

decorated twice for bravery. 

Finally, he is recorded as be-

ing the man who 'captured' 

the Dacian king, Decebalus 

(the latter actually committed 

suicide before capture). The 

amazing thing is that this 

event is shown in some detail 

on Trajan's Column, near the 

top and Maximus is then 

shown presenting the dead 

king's head to Trajan. This 

one monument gives a huge 

amount of information about 

Roman military practice in 

this period. 

(c) Inscriptions on public 

buildings or military struc-

tures 
The unit responsible for 

constructing the building 

would often add a dedication 

to the current emperor, again 

with specific dates as to the 

consular period involved. 

Obviously, this then serves to 

pinpoint the location in both 

place and time of this unit (or 

a part of it, if a vexillatio was 

involved, e.g. on Hadrian's 

Wall). 

(d) The military diploma 
These were supplied (no 

doubt at a cost) to veterans of 

the auxilia, the fleet marines 

and the Praetorian Guards 

(though not, strangely, to the 

legionaries) on discharge 

from service. They were en-

graved on both sides of two 

bronze sheets, which were 

then fixed together with 

bronze wire. They were copies 

of notices pinned up in the 

Forum in Rome and were 

proof that the ex-soldier was 

now a Roman citizen (as were 

his children, though not, it 

seems, his wife, if he had 

more than one). The grant of 

Roman citizenship was one of 

the main reasons for joining 

up. The interesting thing is 

that, not only does the diplo-

ma name the soldier and his 

unit, but also all the other 

auxiliary units that were with-

in the command area of a 

particular legion that had 

soldiers who were eligible for 

discharge and citizenship 

award at that time. The use to 

us is obvious; since the diplo-

ma always shows the name of 

the emperor and his consular 

number; we can obtain an 

Birch Tree Enterprises 
First Choice in Display Bases 

John Jefferies 
Phone: (516) 662-5281   E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com 

Mike Fleckenstein 
Photographer 

mikefphoto.com 

The grant of 
Roman citizenship was 

one of the main reasons for 
joining up. 

Figure 3. The grave stele of Tiberius Claudius 

Maximus, which was found at Grammeni  

Roman military diploma granting citizenship to an army auxiliary named Gemellus after twenty-

five years service. Dated July 17 AD 122, from the collection of the British Museum. 

http://www.sentinelminiatures.com/
http://www.thelittletinsoldier.com/
http://armandbayardi.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
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H OW  D O  WE  KN OW  T H AT ? ( C O N T … )  

almost complete 

army list for a particu-

lar province, at least 

for the auxiliary regi-

ments. Several hun-

dred of these are now 

known. They are of-

ten incomplete, but 

even in this state, 

when combined with 

other information, 

can be very valuable 

in locating the posi-

tions of army units. 

Using infor-

mation from sources 

like these, it has 

been possible to 

show, for example, 

that a cavalry regi-

ment such as the ala 

Petriana milliaria 

civium Romanorum 

bis torquata (all of 

which means that 

they were a 1,000-

strong cavalry regiment, all 

Roman citizens, which had 

been decorated twice for 

bravery) served in the provinc-

es of Germania inferior and 

Britannia. In the former they 

had been based, successive-

ly, at Morgontiacum (Mainz) 

and Argentorate (Strasbourg), 

while in the latter they are 

known to have been based at 

Uxellodunum (Stanwix), Lu-

guvalium (Carlisle) and 

Corstopitum (Hexham - i.e. 

Corbridge). 

(e) Artefacts 
These are known in their 

tens of thousands and com-

prise anything from complete 

helmets and cuirasses, to 

much more fragmentary items 

such as hinges, studs, belt 

plates, arrow heads, shield 

bindings and so on. Apart 

from the information they 

yield about themselves, 

sometimes they can show 

where a unit was based. Re-

cently it was shown that a 

piece of rather nondescript 

brass metal (which proved to 

be a part of a helmet), had a 

scratched inscription showing 

it to have been owned by a 

legionary of the ill-fated 19th 

legion (lost with two others in 

the Varus disaster of AD 9). It 

was found at Dangstetten, 

and hence (since this base 

was only occupied for a short 

time between 15 and 9 BC), 

serves to place this legion at 

this date. Another helmet 

(now in the British museum 

and recovered from the 

Thames) has four names 

scratched beneath the neck 

peak, showing that equipment 

was passed between soldiers. 

If they all served their full 

terms of enlistment, then this 

one item could easily have 

been in use for half a century 

and demonstrating that it is 

folly to talk about a uniformity 

of Roman military equipment. 

Under this heading we 

also have stamps impressed 

into roof tiles. These were 

often made in specialised 

military 'factories’ and were 

stamped with an identifying 

mark of the unit (e.g. 'LEG II 

AVG'). Sometimes, however, 

an individual unit would make 

its own tiles and thus demon-

strate its presence at a given 

site. In many cases, the prod-

ucts of a legion tilery would be 

exported throughout the com-

mand area. Of the 80 or so 

fortifications along the Rhine 

frontier, for example, roughly 

half have shown the 

presence of tiles 

produced by legio 

XXII Primigenia pia 

fidelis. The legionary 

troops, of course, 

cannot have been 

stationed at all these 

sites, but at least it 

demonstrates the 

unit's presence in the 

province. By contrast, 

the tiles produced by 

cohors II Raetorum 

c.R.  were found at 

only one site 

(Saalburg). In my 

work at Caerleon 

Legionary Museum, I 

quite often come 

across stamped tiles 

from Caerwent 

(Venta Silurum) pro-

duced by the legion 

tile works at Caerle-

on (Isca), demon-

strating that the legion's prod-

ucts were not solely used for 

military buildings. 

I hope that all this an-

swer the question posed at 

the beginning of this article. I 

sometimes wonder if as much 

will be known about the distri-

bution of the British or Ameri-

can armies in 2,000 years as 

we know today about that of 

the Roman Army?  Somehow, 

I think not. The Romans used 

stone and metal to record 

their presence, we use paper 

and the electron! 

Finally, in this short arti-

cle, we can add the docu-

ments from Vindolanda (just 

behind Hadrian’s Wall). Over 

1,000 documents have been 

discovered, written on thin 

sections of wood. Because 

they were buried in deep mud 

in very cold conditions where 

there was no oxygen these 

have not decayed. When 

viewed under IR and UV light, 

they reveal such things as the 

“number of troops fit for du-

ty”, as well as letters, e.g. 

between the wives of two 

commanding officers, where 

one invites the other to her 

birthday party. Cool, or what? 

—Mike Thomas 

Roman legionary helmet, coolus type E. Hemispherical skull-cap, broad neck-

guard, separate brow-guard attached by a rivet at either side and originally 

secured to the skull cap in front with solder...Four inscriptions on neck 

guard. From the British Museum, item #1950,0706.1 

https://www.wbritain.com/
https://www.wbritain.com/
https://www.tlbminiatures.com/store/c1/Featured_Products.html
https://unitedempireminiatures.com/
https://unitedempireminiatures.com/
https://www.tlbminiatures.com/store/c1/Featured_Products.html
https://www.wbritain.com/
https://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?assetId=24456001&objectId=1383869&partId=1
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MUSEUM  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION  
A N D  C I T Y  T AV E R N ,  P H I L A D E L P H I A  A F T E R  T H E  M F C A  S H O W  

By David Hoffman 

When Darci and I attended the 

MFCA Show this last April, we were finally 

able to visit the new Museum of the 

American Revolution located in down-

town Philadelphia just two blocks from 

Independence Hall. The museum opened 

on April 19, 2017, the anniversary of 

the first battle of the war, Lexington and 

Concord, on April 19, 1775.  

A “must see” when you are in Phila-

delphia, the museum has a pretty good 

collection of artifacts including artwork 

and sculpture, textiles and weapons, 

manuscripts and rare books. There are 

many interactive displays and special 

exhibits. Spacious and well designed, 

there is plenty of room for additional 

acquisitions in the future. 

Highlights include the recreation of 

an Oneida Indian Council (I noticed they 

are major sponsors of the museum), a 

small Battlefield Theater featuring 

the Battle of Brandywine, a larger theatre 

with a nicely produced movie on the 

Revolution, and a large model of an 

18th-century privateer ship, along with a 

replica of the Liberty Tree from Boston. 

Another theater houses General Wash-

ington's original Headquarters Tent, 

which served as both his office and 

sleeping quarters throughout much of 

the war. The show includes a history of 

the tent and projected background imag-

es from different times of the year.  

They have an impressive collection 

of arms in various displays, from mus-

kets and rifles to swords, many of which 

have their provenance traced to partici-

pants in the war, including great docu-

mentation and information nicely dis-

played. These displays provide a great 

reference for the figure enthusiast. This 

is also definitely a great field trip for stu-

dents to learn more about the history of 

their country, and fortunately we visited 

between the school buses of the many 

kids arriving and leaving. The large gift 

store has an impressive collection of 

books on the period and next to it there 

is a nice café where you can relax and 

get sandwiches, snacks and even a local 

brew. 

http://www.amrevmuseum.org/
http://www.amrevmuseum.org/
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M U S E U M  O F  T H E  AM E R I C A N  RE VO LU T I O N  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

Just a block away from the museum 

is Chef Walter Staib’s historic City Tav-

ern, which originally opened in 1772.  

After burning down in 1854, It was even-

tually reconstructed and opened again 

as a restaurant during the bi-centennial 

in 1976.  It was acquired by Chef Staib in 

1994 and features eighteenth century 

style gourmet cuisine.   We both enjoy 

his Emmy award winning show “A Taste 

of History”, where he describes the histo-

ry and recipes of the period while cook-

ing on a contemporary open hearth, so 

we were intent on checking out his res-

taurant.  While somewhat expensive, we 

really enjoyed the food, service and of 

course spirits served in a period setting 

and style when we wrapped up our day.  

The Pepper Pot Soup that Washington 

fed to his troops at Valley Forge was very 

good! Definitely worth checking out along 

with his great show on PBS, now in its  

9th season. 

 —David H 

https://www.citytavern.com/
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SHOW  REPO RT :  
N O R T H E R N  V I R G I N I A  I P M S  M O D E L  C L A S S I C  

The Northern Virginia Modelers 

(IPMS) club held its 75th Anniversary 

Show at Fairfax High School April 20th.  

By all appearances it was a very success-

ful show with plenty of vendors and par-

ticipants.  I even started to get a little 

claustrophobic with all the attendees 

crowding the vendor aisles.  Seemed to 

me it was even busier than last year and 

there were 140 contest entrants.  The 

display tables were full of great models, 

and NCMSS had its share of entries and 

awards, along with sponsoring all of the 

figure categories and Best Figure Award.  

Again Joe Bles led the figure category 

judging with NCMSS participation and 

there were some very nice entries all 

around.  The newly added Gundam cate-

gory was packed with figures, and this in 

no doubt was in part due to the promo-

tion of the show by our own Nick Stroc-

chia. 

The awards list is available on their 

website, and the category awards includ-

ed the Best of Show and Best Diorama 

winner Mike Trent of Richmond for his 

British LRDG diorama. This also won the 

Richmond ODO contest and was in last 

month’s NCMSS newsletter. Your humble 

editor received the Best Figure Award for 

his 200mm General Bonaparte. Other 

NCMSS awardees included Robert Huett-

ner, Jim Richey, and Gerard Joria. 

I took some pictures (see the next 

two pages) focusing on figures for this 

newsletter, but there were plenty of great 

models in all the other categories. I really 

enjoyed the show and look forward to 

next year! 

—David H 

lastcavalry.com
http://www.ferminiatures.com/
http://www.heroesvillainsminiatures.com/
https://www.novaipms.org/
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NOVA MODEL  CLASSIC  SHOW  GALLERY  
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NOVA MODEL  CLASSIC  SHOW  GALLERY  



21 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

Club website: 

ncmssclub.org 

Club Facebook: 

NCMSS  

Advertising Policy 

 
The Dispatch does not accept paid 

advertising; but will accept, without 

obligation and on a “first come-first 

served” + space available contingency, 

business cards or ads for miniature, toy 

soldier, plastic model and similar shows 

submitted by NCMSS members of other 

clubs, associations, or businesses that 

the NCMSS has an association with.  

 

Ads for shows must be submitted by 

the 15th of the month for a show sched-

uled for the following month. Business 

cards may be submitted for continuous 

running, subject to space availability.  

Members may also submit sale/want 

ads as desired. Ads or business cards in 

compliance with this policy and printed 

in The Dispatch do not represent an 

official endorsement by the NCMSS.; 

nor does NCMSS endorse specific 

shows or vendors.  
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Commanding Officer  Burt Thompson   907-957-0607 

thompsonnu84@gmail.com 

Executive Officer   Joe Bles      301-490-6769 

gyrinejoe@aol.com  

Adjutant    David Hoffman   240-912-6499 

bpchasseur@comcast.net 

Paymaster   Darci Hoffman   240-912-6499 

dkdickens-h@comcast.net  

Show Chairman   Burt Thompson   907-957-0607  

Thompsonnu84@gmail.com    

Vendor Chairman    Grant Berry   301-829-6110 

Granthberry@aol.com  

Webmaster   Mike Fleckenstein   540-498-0162 

modlrfleck@yahoo.com   
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