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THE  D ISPATCH 

Greetings to the NCMSS 

Community and Extend-

ed Team! 

I hope everyone is enjoy-

ing a wonderful summer so 

far. Preparations for our na-

tion's year-long 250th birth-

day celebration have kept 

things busy at the Army His-

torical Foundation and the 

National Museum of the Unit-

ed States Army. Supporting 

educational and artistic pro-

grams that promote history is 

part of the mission of both 

organizations, and the Foun-

dation is proud to partner with 

the NCMSS once again as an 

annual show sponsor. 

65th Annual Washington 

Show Details 
This year marks our 65th 

consecutive Washington 

Show, taking place on Sep-

tember 12. In honor of our 

nationõs semi-quincentennial, 

our show theme celebrates 

the 250th anniversary of the 

signing of the Declaration of 

Independence. To match this 

patriotic theme, Don Francis-

coñthe Official Fifer of George 

Washington's Mount Vernonñ

will make a special encore 

COMMANDERõS CALL  
appearance during our 

awards ceremony. Thank you, 

Don! 

Pre-Show Painting Class 
Leading up to the main 

event, the NCMSS and the 

Army Historical Foundation 

are co-sponsoring a two-day 

painting workshop on Sep-

tember 10ð11 at the National 

Museum of the United States 

Army. The class will be taught 

by renowned painter Jim Rice 

of SABOT Miniatures. If you 

are looking to elevate your 

painting skills, Jimõs classes 

come highly recommended! 

Key Announcements & 

Acknowledgments 
¶ NOVA Open Partnership: 

Taking place the week prior 

to our show (Sept. 2-6), 

NOVA Open is introducing a 

dedicated historical figure 

category to the Capital Pal-

ette competition for the 

first time. The NCMSS is 

supporting the show and 

sponsoring three awards 

for Best Historical Figure: 

Apprentice, Journeyman, 

and Masterclass levels. 

Please contact Zach Becker 

if you would like to help out. 

¶ Sponsorship Thanks: A 

big thank you to NOVA 

IPMS for their generous 

donation and for spon-

soring our Ordnance and 

Dioramas categories! 

¶ Head Judge: Special 

thanks to Zach Becker 

for stepping up to serve 

as our Head Judge this 

year. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
While event preparations 

are well underway, we always 

welcome extra hands. If you 

are available to volunteer, 

please reach out to Dave or 

Darci Hoffman. 

I look forward to catching 

up with everyone in personñ

especially our newest mem-

bersñand seeing the incredi-

ble work you have produced 

over the past year. 

Until then, paint on! 

Burt 
Commander, NCMSS 

mailto:ZachariahBecker@gmail.com
mailto:ZachariahBecker@gmail.com
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Next In-Person 

Meeting 

7:30-10:00 PM 
Thomas Edison High School 

5801 Franconia Road 

Alexandria, VA 

Room E-112  

Call to Order & New Business 

[19:47-20:45]  

1. Dave officially started the 

meeting.  

2. Dave  announced that he 

would be sending out invites 

for a Zoom meeting to occur 

on July 30. Topic: Show prep 

3. Dave gave an update on 

the current vendor list. Flea 

market tables are available 

for any club member.  

4. Dave the Hotel Belvoir has 

provided a discounted room 

rate for show attendees. The 

link is on our clubõs show 

page.  

5. Bernie confirmed that he 

will be doing photography for 

the show. Darci will bring a 

lightbox for smaller scale 

stuff. Thanks Bernie!  

6. Dave mentioned that he 

might be getting a new laptop 

to replace our old out-of-date 

one. We hope to begin setting 

it up so we can include call-in 

members at our in-person 

meetings.  

7. Zach gave an update on 

the NOVA Open (Sept. 3-6). 

They will have a historical 

figure category, and theyõve 

decided to accept planes, 

tanks, and ships. The issue 

was space, so they purchased 

more display cases.  

NOVA Open is going to start 

sending out posts on social 

media that will include groups 

like NCMSS, MFCA, and IPMS 

to promote historical entries.  

Zach says he still need volun-

teers, so get in touch with 

him! 

8. Darci confirmed that there 

will be Friday night set-up at 

the Hotel Belvoir for our show. 

Last year it was 7:00pm. 

9. Dave said that our club 

received a nice donation of 

magazines, modeling books, 

and kits from a gentleman in 

Virginia that had heard about 

our club. His donation includ-

ed a nearly complete set of 

Campaign magazines (heõs 

only missing one). Jim R. says 

he might have the missing 

issue if we know what it is. 

10. Thank you to Ronnie & 

Jim P for raising funds for the 

club! They sold a nice collec-

tion of Joe Bõs figures for 

$1400 to one of our new 

members. Thank you so 

much! 

11. Dave & Darci are currently 

cataloguing Norbõs kits. Dave 

will help Jim P & Grant B. sell 

for Norb. 

12. Dave mentioned that 

Huzzah Hobbies will be spon-

soring our show again this 

year. Thank you to Nick S. for 

working with Huzzah to sup-

port the club! 

Parade Ground 

[20:45-20:52]  

Another great Parade Ground!  

Meeting Adjourned 

[21:30]  

Attendees 

Scott Sheltz, Brent Sheltz, 

Darci Hoffman, David Hoff-

man, Jim Pratt, Bernie Kemp-

inski, Rhea Horton, Jim Rich-

ey, Zach Becker, Mike Dutch-

er, Gerry Joria, Scotte Turner, 

Grant Berry    

CLUB NEWS 
NCMSS In-Person Meetings ñ July 22, 2026 

Tip of the Month 
This monthõs tip comes from our Parade Ground, when the 

issue of filling gaps on an old plastic kit came up. Mike Dutch-

er asked if anyone was using UV resin tubes. òIt looks like a 

syringe. You put the resin in the gap, smooth it off, then shine 

the UV light on it. Once itõs hard you can sand it easily. 

Where have these been all my life? 

Editorõs note: A quick search on the Google 

Machine brings up TONS of information. 

Click on the video to the left for a brief tutori-

al on the use of UV resin. 

mailto:ZachariahBecker@gmail.com
mailto:ZachariahBecker@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/kLPIVEQ8ESA?si=wo5py1C8jBOSvDew
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...and thanks to the NCMSS friends and members who  
generously donated their time, models, and/or funds to the causeé 

Jim Richey, Bob & Kyle Prokop, Grant Berry, Joe Bles, James Pratt, Jennifer Young, Michael Pierce, The Washington Armor Club, 

John Jefferies, Zachariah & Patricia Becker, Curt & Shirley Clinton, Scott & Brent Sheltz, David & Darci Hoffman, Rhea Horton, 

Eric Reinert, Tom Henderson, Peter Estrada, Bernard Kempinski, Mike Dutcher, Nick Strocchia, Burt Thompson 

THE 
LITTLE 
TIN 

SOLDIER 

DougĎs Closet 
Douglas Carl 

NOVAG 

Northern Virginia Gamers 

WASHINGTOn 

Armor club  

James L. 
Pratt 

https://www.novaipms.org/
https://huzzahhobbies.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://armyhistory.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/listening-to-paint-dry-with-mike-and-dan/id1496893795
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
http://www.thelittletinsoldier.com/catalog/
mailto:doug4444shore@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/novag
https://www.facebook.com/groups/616691551746533
mailto:jameslpratt@aol.com
https://alkemscalemodels.biz/
https://valuegeardetails.com/index.html
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National Capital 
Model Soldier  

Society  
Member benefits include: 

* Friendly monthly meetings 

where we share our knowledge 

of history, painting, and model-

ing techniques 

* Monthly guest speakers 

* Monthly Dispatch newsletter 

* The NCMSS Washington Show  

* Affordable dues 

 

What are you waiting for? 

Welcome to the club! 

EVENTS AND  PLACES 

To promote our club and hobby, during 

the last few years weõve been sponsoring 

Historical Figure awards for the NOVA Open 

Capital Palette competition. Thanks to our 

own Mike Dutcher and Zach Becker, the NO-

VA Open group has become interested in 

promoting historical figures at their show. For 

the first time, this year they will be adding a 

Historical Models category to the competition! 

The NOVA Open Capital Palette competi-

tion is one of the biggest miniature figure 

events on the East Coast. In 2025 more than 

4,200 people attended. The convention has 

grown to host some of the world's best hobby 

instructors, with òover 100 seminars offered 

all day, every day of the con.ó 

Weõre looking for volunteers to help staff 

this event. According to Zach, òThis is crucial 

for making the first ever historical models 

category a success!ó  

The NOVA Open Capital Palette 2026 will 

begin with setup on September 3rd and con-

clude on September 6th. 

There are a variety of roles available across 

multiple days, and weõd love your support. 

Whether you can help for a few hours or mul-

tiple days, your time and energy would make 

a huge difference. 

If youõre interested, please fill out this Google 

Doc so Zach can coordinate, or please email 

Zach at ZachariahBecker@gmail.com with: 

¶ Your availability (days/times) 

¶ The role(s) youõre most interested in 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Our 65th Annual Show is Almost Here 
Hotel reservations can now be made at 

the Hotel Belvoir Springfield. The stand-

ard king room rate is $129.00 + 15% tax. 

Click this Booking Link call Reservations 

at 1(800)-774-1500 and use Code: 912. 

The cutoff date for using the link is Au-

gust 19, 2026. 

Reserve your spot! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eoGEJX75TJ3ADL_9l4Qbf86idLS0sZOiPZqtcigyFcE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eoGEJX75TJ3ADL_9l4Qbf86idLS0sZOiPZqtcigyFcE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:zachariahbecker@gmail.com
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=SPRVADT&groupCode=CDT912&arrivaldate=2026-09-07&departuredate=2026-09-13&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://www.sabotminiatures.com/2-day-painting-workshop-leading-into-the-NCMSS-202-p/spa240007.htm
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H OBBY CALENDAR  2026 

If you know of any upcoming events that you would like people to know about, please contact Adjutant David Hoffman 

at bpchasseur@comcast.net and weõll add the date to our calendar. 

SEP ¶ Sep 2-6  ñ  NOVA Open, Washington Hilton, Washington, DC  

¶ Sep 10-11 ñ  Sabot Painting Academy Workshop w/ Jim Rice, Nat. Museum US Army 

¶ Sep 12  ñ  × National Capital Model Soldier Society 65th Annual Washington Show × 

OCT ¶ Oct 1-4 ñ  Mid-Atlantic Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet (MARPM), Linthicum, MD 

¶ Oct 8-11 ñ New York Comic Con, Javits Center, New York, NY 

¶ Oct 9-11 ñ Modelpalooza, Holiday Inn Resort, Kissimmee, FL 

¶ Oct 24 ñ Hudson Valley Scale Model Show, Poughkeepsie, NY  

¶ Oct 31-Nov 1 ñ The Great Scale Model Train Show, Timonium, MD 

NOV ¶ Nov 7 ñ Ravencon, Eukarya Christian Academy, Stephens City, VA 

¶ Nov 7 ñ Maryland Toy Expo, Timonium, MD 

DEC ¶ Dec 16 ñ NCMSS Holiday Party!  

JAN 

2027 

¶ Jan 9-11 ñ  GUNDAM CON 2027, Makuhari Messe, Chiba, Japan 

FEB ¶ Feb 4-7 ñ  Cold Wars 2027, Wyndam Lancaster Resort, Lancaster, PA 

¶ Feb 27 ñ Old Dominion Open, Richmond IPMS, Richmond VA 

MAR ¶ Mar 13 ñ BeachCon2027, Grand Strand Scale Modelers IPMS, Myrtle Beach, SC 

APR ¶ Apr 1 ñ MosquitoCon 35, IPMS New Jersey, Wayne PAL Hall, Wayne, NJ 

¶ Apr 7-11 ñ Adepticon 2027, Baird Center, Milwaukee, WI  

¶ Apr 17 ñ NoVA IPMS Model Classic 2027, Northern Virginia Modelers IPMS, Fairfax, VA 

¶ Apr 22-25 ñ PAX East, Thomas M. Menino Convention & Exhibition Center, Boston MA 

MAY ¶ May 20-22 ñ AMPS 2027 International Convention, AMPS, Camp Hill, PA 

¶ May (To Be Determined) ñ MFCA Annual Show & Mart, MFCA, Trevose, PA 

JUN ¶ Jun 5-6 ñ WonderFest 2027, Crowne Plaza Louisville Hotel, Louisville, KY  

¶ Jul (tentative) ñ ScottCon 2027, Gen. R.L. Scott IPMS, Warner Robins, GA 

JUL ¶ Jul 14-18 ñ  Historicon 2027, Historical Miniatures Gaming Society, Lancaster, PA 

¶ Jul 24-28 ñ HobbyTown Convention, Kissimmee, FL 

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.novaopen.com/
https://www.sabotminiatures.com/2-day-painting-workshop-leading-into-the-NCMSS-202-p/spa240007.htm
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
https://www.marpm.org/
https://www.newyorkcomiccon.com/en-us.html
https://www.ipmsorlando.org/modelpalooza-home.html
https://ipmsusa.org/event/hudson-valley-scale-model-show-2026
https://trainshows.net/event/1664/the-great-scale-model-train-show
https://shenvalleymodelers.com/ravencon-2026/
https://www.marylandtoyexpo.com/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DZ_HbCchyjt/
https://coldwars.org/cold-wars-2027/
https://ipmsusa.org/event/old-dominion-open-9
https://www.grandstrandscalemodelers.org/beachcon
https://ipmsusa.org/event/mosquitocon-35
https://www.adepticon.org/
https://www.novaipms.org/model-classic
https://east.paxsite.com/en-us.html
https://www.amps-armor.org/siteshows/showmain.aspx
https://www.mfcaclub.com/mfca-annual-show
https://www.wonderfest.com/
https://ipmswr.org/
https://historicon.org/
https://www.hobbytownconvention.com/
https://www.sabotminiatures.com/SABOT-Painting-Academy-s/158.htm
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PARADE GROUND 

Bernie brought an amazing 

shadow-box diorama of Franklin, 

Jefferson, and Adams.  

The window panes were laser 

cut. At the top is a is a light with a 

power source that lasts for almost 

two days, Bernie said, òThe key to 

doing sunlight is to have one 

source of light, otherwise you get 

conflicting shadows (unless youõre 

doing a cloudy day).ó   

òBased on my research, this 

is a meeting took place on the 

evening of July 4th. They had de-

clared independence on the 2nd, 

so itõs crazy that we celebrate on 

the 4th.ó  

BERNIE  K EMPINSKI 

July 22, 2026 

 Parade Ground Participants 

Bernie Kempinski, 

Gerry Joria, 

Jim Richey, 

Zack Becker, 

Mike Dutcher   

July òMug-of-the-Monthó 

WINNER 

òFranklin, Jefferson, and Adamsó  

Bernie Kempinski 
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PARADE GROUND 

BERNIE  K EMPINSKI ( C O N T I N U E D )  
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PARADE GROUND 

BERNIE  K EMPINSKI ( C O N T I N U E D )  

This is a bust of Honus Wagner that 

I did for someone up in New York. Wag-

ner played for Pittsburg and is widely 

considered to be the greatest shortstop 

in baseball history. 

The next installments of Bernieõs 

òFounding Fathersó series: 

 

Jefferson, Franklin, and Adams 
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PARADE GROUND 

...and thereõs Ben! 

Heõs done in acrylics. Nothing fancy.  òI 

donõt use oils anymore. I have a whole drawer 

full and donõt use them at all.ó 

Bernie noted that oils are good for 

weathering airplanes and tanks. òThey really 

are!ó 

JIM  RICHEY  

Below is the classic "Hot Dogger Hangin' Ten" 

plastic model kit from Hawk Model Company's 

Silly Surfers series, originally released in the 

1960s. 

òI picked up a couple of these Hawk kits. The 

figure and the surfboard took a day and a half. 

The wave took about two weeks. Itõs five or six 

piecesó Tons of seam work & gaps to fill. 
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PARADE GROUND 

Z ACH BECKER 

òI saw this kit on Facebook. Itõs by R2 Miniatures out of 

Taiwan. They make highly detailed kits, some modeled after 

movie characters like Iceman in Top Gun. I loved the kit and I 

loved the detail, but itõs a lot of green. I thought that was bor-

ing, so I popped into AI and used it to show the figure in dra-

matic lighting.ó 

https://www.facebook.com/R2Miniatures/

