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THE  D ISPATCH 

Welcome to the July 

2026 issue of The Dispatch. 

Itõs been far too long since 

our last issue and we sincere-

ly apologize to you, our avid 

readers.    

Our goal in this issue is 

to cover recent club activities 

and give a brief update on our 

upcoming 65th Annual Show 

on September 12. Thank you 

to all the sponsors, volun-

teers, and exhibitors who will 

make the show a success. We 

canõt do it without you! 

We plan on eventually 

combining past Dispatch is-

sues into abbreviated quarter-

ly reports to document our 

past meeting minutes. In the 

meantime, weõre posting pre-

EDITORõS CORNER 

Itõs that time of year again to renew 

your NCMSS Club membership. These 

dues help make what we do possible. 

Dues pay for club activities, state fees, 

yearly insurance costs, printing & mailing 

expenses, maintenance of our website, 

sponsorships of awards at figure competi-

tions, promoting and executing our own 

yearly show, funding special projects, and 

overall promotion of our beloved hobby. 

We canõt do any of these things without 

your continued support!  

Renew or join the club by using the 

form in The Dispatch or use PayPal on 

our clubõs website. Thank you for helping 

to keep our club afloat! 

 

Darci Hoffman 

NCMSS Paymaster 

vious monthly Parade Ground 

pictures on our website.  

This year promises to be 

a very busy one for the club 

and weõll do our best to keep 

you updated on all the rele-

vant hobby-related news. In 

our upcoming August issue 

weõll provide more infor-

mation on our show in Sep-

tember, the Founding Fathers 

Bust series, and the Jim Rice 

painting class which will be 

held at the National Museum 

of the United States Army 

September 10-11. Also, 

please donõt hesitate to share 

any upcoming hobby events 

that we can add to our calen-

dar!  

On behalf of the staff of 

The Dispatch, thank you for 

your support and patience as 

we rededicate ourselves to 

making this a monthly news-

letter once again. 

 

Happy Reading! 

David Hoffman 

NCMSS Adjutant 

bpchasseur@comcast.net 

https://www.ncmssclub.org/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
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Next In-Person 

Meeting 

7:30-10:00 PM 
Thomas Edison High School 

5801 Franconia Road 

Alexandria, VA 

Room E-112  

Call to Order & New Business 

[19:53-20:45]  

1. Dave officially started the 

meeting.  

2. Bob Prokop joined the 

meeting via Zoom.  

3. Dave will be sending out 

invites soon for an online 

meeting to talk about the 

show. Weõll try to set up a 

convenient date. 

4. Dave announced that Jim 

Rice has confirmed he will be 

attending our show this year. 

The link for Jimõs painting 

class is on our 

NCMSSClub.org website. 

5. Dave mentioned PennCon 

will be on the same date as 

our show, which is unfortu-

nate but canõt be helped. 

Angel wonõt be attending as 

he will be in Spain at the time. 

Jose Rodriguez will be attend-

ing this year. Darci has a cur-

rent list of the vendors if any-

one would like a copy.  

6. NOVA Open Discussion Jim 

Rice will be vending at the 

NOVA Open, which is why we 

selected the Sept 12 date. 

We will sponsor historical 

figure models again like we 

did the last two years. Zach 

Becker is coordinating our 

involvement with the NOVA 

Open. Heõs looking for volun-

teers to assist in promoting 

our club and historical figure 

modeling. Help if you can! 

7. Bob P gave an update on 

Jim Riceõs painting class. It 

will cover last yearõs topics, 

also non-metallic metals and 

using inks. It will be more in-

depth than last year. Bob also 

mentioned that Scale75 may 

have an interest in coming to 

our show. Scale75 will be 

turning into Avante Arts. 

8. Darci mentioned she is 

boosting adds for the show on 

Facebook. 

9. Jim P. suggested asking  

Rhea if she knows any Gun-

dam-type vendors. Scott S. 

suggested we contact Value 

Gear and Jeff of Steel Pot 

Studios. 

10. Scott S. said weõre looking 

for donations for our club 

table. Bob P. says we should 

approach Jim Rice for possi-

ble donations. Brian N. sug-

gested reaching out to Bran-

don Lowe of Squadron. 

11. Thank you to NoVA IPMS 

for donating $450 to sponsor 

ordnance categories at our 

show. 

12. Burt requested copies of 

our flyer so he can put it on 

the Army Historical Founda-

tion website. Burt mentioned 

that in the future the club 

should look at having one of 

our monthly meetings at the 

museum. Burt says Don Fran-

cisco the Mount Vernon fifer 

and a Jr ROTC color guard are 

on board for the show. 

13. Thank you to Ronnie & 

Jim P for raising funds for the 

club! 

14. Bernie will do photog-

raphy at the show! 

Parade Ground 

[20:45-20:52]  

Another great Parade Ground!  

Meeting Adjourned 

[21:30]  

Attendees 

Burt Thompson, Scott Sheltz, 

Brent Sheltz, Darci Hoffman, 

David Hoffman, Jim Pratt, 

Bernard Kempinski, Brian 

Nicklass  

CLUB NEWS 
NCMSS In-Person Meetings ñ June 17, 2026 

Call to Order & New Business 

[19:15-20:15]  

1. Dave officially started the 

meeting.  

2. Dave gave a brief update 

on the show progress. No 

major problems.   

3. Bernie gave an update on 

his Ben Franklin design for a 

bust. He also wants to do a 

Jefferson!  The Long Island 

Club is asking Bernie to de-

sign a baseball player for 

them. 

4. Dave announced that Jim 

Rice has confirmed he will be 

attending our show this year. 

The link for Jimõs painting 

class in on our club website. 

5. Zach gave an update on 

working with NOVA Open. Heõs 

trying to build up a team of 

people from across the coun-

try.   

6. Dave  wants to hold an on-

line meeting devoted to the 

show. 

7. Darci is maintaining the 

website. If you see any need-

ed updates let her know. 

8. Dave confirmed that weõll 

be having a mini show at 

Joeõs assisted living facility. 

Parade Ground 

[20:15-20:52]  

Another great Parade Ground!  

Meeting Adjourned 

[21:30]  

Attendees 

Darci Hoffman, David Hoff-

man, Jim Pratt, Bernard 

Kempinski, Scott Sheltz, Jack 

Thompson. Curt Clinton, 

Grant Berry, Zach Becker, Jim 

Richey, Rick Sanders, Brian 

Ford,  Rhea Horton, Bob Pro-

kop, and òMikeó 

NCMSS In-Person Meetings ñ May 27, 2026 
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...and thanks to the NCMSS friends and members who  
generously donated their time, models, and/or funds to the causeé 

Jim Richey, Bob & Kyle Prokop, Grant Berry, Joe Bles, James Pratt, Jennifer Young, Michael Pierce, The Washington Armor Club, 

John Jefferies, Zachariah & Patricia Becker, Curt & Shirley Clinton, Scott & Brent Sheltz, David & Darci Hoffman, Rhea Horton, 

Eric Reinert, Tom Henderson, Peter Estrada, Bernard Kempinski, Mike Dutcher, Nick Strocchia, Burt Thompson 

THE 
LITTLE 
TIN 

SOLDIER 

DougĎs Closet 
Douglas Carl 

NOVAG 

Northern Virginia Gamers 

WASHINGTOn 

Armor club  

James L. 
Pratt 

https://www.novaipms.org/
https://huzzahhobbies.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://armyhistory.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/listening-to-paint-dry-with-mike-and-dan/id1496893795
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
http://www.thelittletinsoldier.com/catalog/
http://jeffshiu.lsft.com/products.html
mailto:doug4444shore@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/novag
https://www.facebook.com/groups/616691551746533
mailto:jameslpratt@aol.com
https://alkemscalemodels.biz/
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National Capital 
Model Soldier  

Society  
Member benefits include: 

* Friendly monthly meetings 

where we share our knowledge 

of history, painting, and model-

ing techniques 

* Monthly guest speakers 

* Monthly Dispatch newsletter 

* The NCMSS Washington Show  

* Affordable dues 

 

What are you waiting for? 

Welcome to the club! 

EVENTS AND  PLACES 

To promote our club and hobby, during 

the last few years weõve been sponsoring 

Historical Figure awards for the NOVA Open 

Capital Palette competition. Thanks to our 

own Mike Dutcher and Zach Becker, the NO-

VA Open group has become interested in 

promoting historical figures at their show. For 

the first time, this year they will be adding a 

Historical Models category to the competition! 

The NOVA Open Capital Palette competi-

tion is one of the biggest miniature figure 

events on the East Coast. In 2025 more than 

4,200 people attended. The convention has 

grown to host some of the world's best hobby 

instructors, with òover 100 seminars offered 

all day, every day of the con.ó 

Weõre looking for volunteers to help staff 

this event and enter their work. According to 

Zach, òThis is crucial for making the first ever 

historical models category a success!ó  

The NOVA Open Capital Palette 2026 will 

begin with setup on September 3rd and con-

clude on September 6th. 

There are a variety of roles available across 

multiple days, and weõd love your support. 

Whether you can help for a few hours or mul-

tiple days, your time and energy would make 

a huge difference. 

If youõre interested, please fill out this Google 

Doc so Zach can coordinate, or please email 

Zach at ZachariahBecker@gmail.com with: 

¶ Your availability (days/times) 

¶ The role(s) youõre most interested in 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Our 65th Annual Show is Almost Here 
Hotel reservations can now be made at 

the Hotel Belvoir Springfield. The stand-

ard king room rate is $129.00 + 15% tax. 

Click this Booking Link call Reservations 

at 1(800)-774-1500 and use Code: 912. 

The cutoff date for using the link is Au-

gust 19, 2026. 

Reserve your spot! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eoGEJX75TJ3ADL_9l4Qbf86idLS0sZOiPZqtcigyFcE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eoGEJX75TJ3ADL_9l4Qbf86idLS0sZOiPZqtcigyFcE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:zachariahbecker@gmail.com
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=SPRVADT&groupCode=CDT912&arrivaldate=2026-09-07&departuredate=2026-09-13&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://www.sabotminiatures.com/2-day-painting-workshop-leading-into-the-NCMSS-202-p/spa240007.htm


5 

THE DISPATCHñOFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

July 2026,  Vol .  65,  Issue 1 

H OBBY CALENDAR  2026 

If you know of any upcoming events that you would like people to know about, please contact Adjutant David Hoffman 

at bpchasseur@comcast.net and weõll add the date to our calendar. 

AUG ¶ Aug 5-8  --  IPMS National Convention 2026, Grand Wayne Conv. Cntr., Fort Wayne, IN 

SEP ¶ Sep 2-6  ñ  NOVA Open, Washington Hilton, Washington, DC  

¶ Sep 10-11 ñ  Sabot Painting Academy Workshop w/ Jim Rice, Nat. Museum US Army 

¶ Sep 12  ñ  × National Capital Model Soldier Society 65th Annual Washington Show × 

OCT ¶ Oct 1-4 ñ  Mid-Atlantic Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet (MARPM), Linthicum, MD 

¶ Oct 8-11 ñ New York Comic Con, Javits Center, New York, NY 

¶ Oct 9-11 ñ Modelpalooza, Holiday Inn Resort, Kissimmee, FL 

¶ Oct 24 ñ Hudson Valley Scale Model Show, Poughkeepsie, NY  

¶ Oct 31-Nov 1 ñ The Great Scale Model Train Show, Timonium, MD 

NOV ¶ Nov 7 ñ Ravencon, Eukarya Christian Academy, Stephens City, VA 

¶ Nov 7 ñ Maryland Toy Expo, Timonium, MD 

¶ Nov 20-21 ñ Long Island Miniature Model Show, Freeport Rec Center, Freeport, NY 

DEC ¶ Dec 16 ñ NCMSS Holiday Party!  

JAN 

2027 

¶ Jan 9-11 ñ  GUNDAM CON 2027, Makuhari Messe, Chiba, Japan 

FEB ¶ Feb 4-7 ñ  Cold Wars 2027, Wyndam Lancaster Resort, Lancaster, PA 

¶ Feb 27 ñ Old Dominion Open, Richmond IPMS, Richmond VA 

MAR ¶ Mar 13 ñ BeachCon2027, Grand Strand Scale Modelers IPMS, Myrtle Beach, SC 

APR ¶ Apr 1 ñ MosquitoCon 35, IPMS New Jersey, Wayne PAL Hall, Wayne, NJ 

¶ Apr 7-11 ñ Adepticon 2027, Baird Center, Milwaukee, WI  

¶ Apr 17 ñ NoVA IPMS Model Classic 2027, Northern Virginia Modelers IPMS, Fairfax, VA 

¶ Apr 22-25 ñ PAX East, Thomas M. Menino Convention & Exhibition Center, Boston MA 

MAY ¶ May 20-22 ñ AMPS 2027 International Convention, AMPS, Camp Hill, PA 

¶ May (To Be Determined) ñ MFCA Annual Show & Mart, MFCA, Trevose, PA 

JUN ¶ Jun 5-6 ñ WonderFest 2027, Crowne Plaza Louisville Hotel, Louisville, KY  

¶ Jul (tentative) ñ ScottCon 2027, Gen. R.L. Scott IPMS, Warner Robins, GA 

JUL ¶ Jul 14-18 ñ  Historicon 2027, Historical Miniatures Gaming Society, Lancaster, PA 

¶ Jul 24-28 ñ HobbyTown Convention, Kissimmee, FL 

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://ipmsnationals.org/
https://www.novaopen.com/
https://www.sabotminiatures.com/2-day-painting-workshop-leading-into-the-NCMSS-202-p/spa240007.htm
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
https://www.marpm.org/
https://www.newyorkcomiccon.com/en-us.html
https://www.ipmsorlando.org/modelpalooza-home.html
https://ipmsusa.org/event/hudson-valley-scale-model-show-2026
https://trainshows.net/event/1664/the-great-scale-model-train-show
https://shenvalleymodelers.com/ravencon-2026/
https://www.marylandtoyexpo.com/
https://www.liminiaturecollectors.com/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DZ_HbCchyjt/
https://coldwars.org/cold-wars-2027/
https://ipmsusa.org/event/old-dominion-open-9
https://www.grandstrandscalemodelers.org/beachcon
https://ipmsusa.org/event/mosquitocon-35
https://www.adepticon.org/
https://www.novaipms.org/model-classic
https://east.paxsite.com/en-us.html
https://www.amps-armor.org/siteshows/showmain.aspx
https://www.mfcaclub.com/mfca-annual-show
https://www.wonderfest.com/
https://ipmswr.org/
https://historicon.org/
https://www.hobbytownconvention.com/
https://www.liminiaturecollectors.com/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/annual-show
https://www.novaopen.com/
https://www.sabotminiatures.com/SABOT-Painting-Academy-s/158.htm
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PARADE GROUND 

Virtual Meeting, May 27, 2026 

Photos of three figures I finished since our last virtual 

meeting, all 30mm flats painted with oils plus the cover of 

my new book. The standard bearer of the Strasburg Com-

mandery of the Teutonic Order and the man attacking with 

the battle axe is a òFree Prussianó ally of the Order. Both 

are from Hans M¿llerõs 1410 Battle of Tannenberg series. 

The king is ca. 1200, Crusades series, painted as a king of 

Hungary.  

RICK  SANDERS 

The figure on the left was based on an image from the 13th 

Century of French king Louis in the 1200õs. I didnõt have the pa-

tience to paint the figure as it should have been with a blue com-

parison covered in Fleur-de-lis. Instead I went with the cheap easy 

route of using the Hungarian royal coat of arms from that period 

(which has changed since then). Iõm not particularly happy with 

the figure, so you wonõt see it in the book. 

The book, as it says on the cover, is the third volume. Since I 

wrote the second volume, Iõve seen all sorts of nice figures from 

this maker showing up on the internet. I reached out to some of 

the people who have done them to see if they would be interested 

in being involved in a project. Since then Iõve recruited about eight 

additional collectors who did some beautiful work. 

The cover of the book shows two figures from the 1346 Bat-

tle of Crécy. Both 30mm figures. Most of the figures in the book 

were done in the 1930õs. 
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PARADE GROUND 

Both of the figures shown 

here are in the book and are 

from the 1410 Battle of Tan-

nenberg. To the left is a Teuton-

ic knight. This particular flag is 

one of more than 40 different 

ones that the Polish victors 

recorded. This is from the 

òcommandery.ó Within the Teu-

tonic order they broke their 

regions into so-called com-

manderies which each had a 

castle with one of the Teutonic 

knights in charge with usually 

about 12 knights total. This 

knight is from Strausberg, Prus-

sia. 30mm done in oils. 

 

Below is a Köhler, they 

were allies of the Teutonic or-

der. Considered to be free Prus-

sians. They werenõt indentured 

and were sort of the equivalent 

of the British yeoman. 

The coat of arms on his 

shield is from one of the Prus-

sian allies. 

RICK  SANDERS ( CO N T I N U E D )  
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PARADE GROUND 

Z ACH BECKER 

Best of Show at the NoVA Model Classic! The fig-

ure on the right holding the musket was from last 

yearõs Jim Rice class. The flagbearer was a gift. Their 

uniforms are from the 2nd Pennsylvania which fought 

through the Revolutionary War from beginning to end. 

Painted in acrylics. 

òWe Were the Three Little Pigsó was a gift from Mom 

and itõs by Found MIniatures. I added the hacienda type 

building with the walls and door made out of insulation 

foam. The Big Bad Wolfõs shadow looms on the back wall.  

(Nice touch!) The cat is 3D printed from a free online pat-

tern. 

At the MFCA I was told I needed to work on values. The 

other two figures below are an exercise in grisaille (painting 

in black, white, and gray only. Itõs a good way to practice on 

getting your lighting values correct. 

https://www.foundminiatures.com/product/productidn/2479648/we-were-the-three-little-pigs
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PARADE GROUND 

To the right is a FeR bust of 

George Washington that I picked up 

two or three years ago. I finally start-

ed painting it.  It still needs some 

work around the eyes. Overall itõs a 

nice bust and fun to do. Painted in 

acrylics (as always). 

 

Below is the Thor kit produced 

by Zenith 3D Prints. Zenith is owned 

by our very own Bob Heutner. His 

company has been putting out some 

great work. (Jim believes the piece 

bears an incredible resemblance with 

Jim Pratt.) Painted in acrylics. 

JIM  RICHEY  


